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No character can be known as it is unless its faults 
are recognized as clearly as its attractions; for faults 
are an element of every character of real worth. To 
see only the faults of a character is to overlook that 
which is best worthy of observing. To see no faults 
in a character is to lack the material for a fitting 
estimate of that character. To see the faults as they 
are, and the character as it is, with those faults, and 
perhaps because of those faults, is to be in a position 
to measure and judge the character rightly. 


Opportunity is as important as ability to any man’s 
success in life; for unless a man has an opportunity 
to show his ability, his ability can never appear to 
advantage. But opportunities are always showing 
themselves, while men with ability are not always 
ready to avail themselves of the opportunities that 
open before them. When, therefore, you find a man 
who thinks that all he lacks’ of success is a good 
°pportunity to display his ability, you find a man 
Who has let slip a great many good opportunities, and 
Who is likely to let another slip while he is complaining 
of'a lack of such openings for good work on his part. 


It is no sign that a way is good because we see it 
clear before us. It is no sign that a way is bad because 
We do not see that itisclear. “Assoon asI see my way 


that,” says another, “ but I couldn’t quite see my way 
clear.” But we forget that God does not always wish 
us to see our way clear. He wants us to walk by 
faith, rather than by sight. He sometimes permits us 
to see our way clear, that we may walk in it, and 
find out for ourselves that our way is not a good way. 
But at other times he obstructs our way, or dims our 
vision, that we may turn from our way to his way, 
and therefore from sight-walking to faith-walking. 
The great question is, Is it our way,or God’s way? Is 
it sight that we are depending upon, or is it faith ? 


Earnestness is power. He who is in earnest will 
impress himself on others, whether he’ would impart 
to them or would receive from them. Yet no man 
will gain in earnestness by seeking to be in earnest, 
nor will he convince others that he is in earnest by 
saying that he isinearnest. In order to show earnest- 
ness a man must be in earnest; and the man who is 
in earnest cannot help showing it, Earnestness is of 
the man’s self, and it is drawn out by the cause that 
can draw it out. When it is drawn out, every one 
who sees and hears the man knows that his earnest- 
ness is real. If, therefore, a man is in earnest in behalf 
of anything he undertakes, he may know that he has 
power in that direction; but if he lacks earnestness, 
it is of no use for him to try to seem in earnest. 


Humorous views of life are well enough as an 
occasional relaxation. But we are not to find the 
chief joy and end of life in these accidentally dis- 
torted perspectives. Life itself is nota joke. Viewed 
under proper aspects, there is nothing trivial or com- 
monplace about life. Its impressive grandeur appears 
at every turn,—in our choice of destiny-molding 
opportunities, in mysterious and yet eternal relation- 
ships begun, entered into, developed, interlacing in 
complicated and unfathomed weavings; in the voca- 
tions we are called to fill; in the work we see before 
us to do; in both the fulfilments and omissions of 
the past and in the hopes of the future. It is not in 
the distorted, funny, grotesque, but in the grandest 
and noblest perspectives; not in the mere accidents, 
but in the mighty purposes, of life-—that we are to 
seek our chief delight. 


As every end implies a beginning, so every true 
beginning implies the definite conception of an end. 
“Well begun is half done;” yet some idea of the all 
done must precede not only the “half done,” but the 
“well begun” also. The end is a radical factor of 
the beginning, as truly as the beginning is a radical 
factor of the end. An artist must have a definite 
idea of what his last tints and touches are to be when 
he rubs in his first “ undergrounds” or coats of color. 
An expert, in studying a finished picture, usually 
looks through the last surface painting, in order to 
see what the first surface painting was. He knows 
that the color, as it appears on the canvas, does not 
in any part exhibit the individual tints as they were 
laid on. But the under tints show through the upper 
tints, and so modify them, just as the upper tints 
obscure and modify the under tints, until the whole 
is blended into one effect, impossible to produce by any 
single tint that could be mixed upon the palette. Thus 
there is in effect no beginning and no ending, while in 





clear,” says one, “I will proceed.” “I wanted to do 





in the other, and the work is a harmonious and unified 

whole. The first part, then, of every effective work, is 

regulated and modified in view of what the last will 

be; the last part is regulated and modified in view 

of what the first was. Thus is it in every productive 

operation, in letters, in fine art, in mechanic art, and 
thus is it also pre-eminently in every work of teaching 
and of training. As God saw Christianity in early 
Judaism, so ought we tc see Judaism in Christianity, 
As the world is interested to know of the childhood 
of great men and women, so does a true father con- 
sider the future manhood or womanhood of his child. 
Are we entering the Master’s service as parent or as 
teacher? Let us stop and ask ourselves whether we 
have any specific, definite purpose in view. Let us see 
the end in the beginning, and, as we go on in the work, 
never lose sight either of the beginning or of the end, 


o 





WHAT BLUNDERERS WE ARE! 


To call a man a blunderer is next to calling him a 
fool ; and many a man would rather be charged with 
a crime than a blunder. Yet, as a matter of fact, 
we are blunderers, each and all of us, in every line 
of speech and action and in all our intercourse with 
our fellows; and the difference between the best of 
us and the worst of us, in this matter, is a difference 
of degree and not of kind. The blunders of some of 
us are more marked and more untimely than the 
blunders of the others of us ; and this it is that causes 
such ones to be stigmatized as blunderers, while the 
others escape that specific characterization. 
To blunder is “to flounder about,” “to err,” to 
bear one’s self as though blinded or dazed, through 
seeing for the moment two or more different things 
blended and confused. Who of us can say that his 
mental sight is always clear; that his mind is never 
blinded or dazed; that to him there is never a con- 
fused blending of things that ought to be looked at 
by him as distinct and separate? To blunder is to 
be at fault ; it is to say or to do an unwise thing; it 
is to fall short of, or to ge beyond, the right and 
graceful limit of speech or of action in the premises, 
Who of us can say that he is always free from such 
mistakes as this? Not to blunder is to be without 
error, and to conform always and in all things to the 
perfect standard of absolute right; it is to be always 
up to, and never beyond, the line of highest wisdom 
in whatever is to be said ce done. Would any one 
of us think of making such a claim as this for himself? 
Our comic papers are constantly illustrating “things 
which would better have been left unsaid ;” yet these 
illustrations give but a faint idea of the number and 
the magnitude of such blunders in the ordinary inter- 
course of life. How often it is that two friends, after 
an incidental meeting in the street, or after a pleasant 
evening together, recall a remark or a silence on the 
one side or the other which is obviously eapable of 
such a misconception as would wretchedly misrepre- 
sent the spirit and feelings of the one of whom it is 
remembered, and they are disturbed in mind accord- 
ingly! Just in proportion to one’s sensitive desire 
to be considerate of the other’s welfare and tastes, is 
his liability to recall his own blundering failure at 
such a time, and,to be grieved by it when he sees it 
as it might have seemed to the ether. In fact, with 
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and interests of others, the regrets over remembered 
blunders after every meeting with those whose good 
opinion they value highest, are likely to be more 
prominent in their minds than is any sense of satis- 
faction with their successful endeavors to be at their 
best, and to express the confidence and regard for 
their companions which controls them. Nor is it 
always an undue sensitiveness on their part that 
causes them this discomfort of mind; for they have 
blundered in their words and ways, and in many a 
case they have given discomfort by their blunderings. 
It is, indeed, more frequently by blunderings than 
by intentional unkindnesses or slights that ordinary 
friends are the means of pain or of doubt to one 
another. 

Who of us ever looked back upon an evening 
social gathering, where he was either guest or host, 
without recalling regretfully one and another instance 
of his blundering in what he said or did, or in what 
he failed to say or do, in his intercourse with those 
whom he was particularly desirous of pleasing, or 
before whom he especially wished to appear to advan- 
tage? Who of us ever recalled the manner in which 
he expressed his gratitude for a service rendered to 
him, or a favor shown him, or a courtesy extended to 
him, without remembering that at the best he blun- 
dered where a blunder seemed as inexcusable as it 
was untimely? Who of us ever attempted to say a 
word of graceful compliment, or of tender considerate- 
ness, or of heartfelt sympathy, to one whose position 
or character commanded exceptional respect, without 
seeming to have blundered at the very point where 
he was most anxious not to blunder? Who'of us, in 
fact, can recall any feature of his social exploits that 
is at all comparable with his blunderings ? 


Not only in the field of social intercourse between 
friends, but in the walks of practical business life, 
in the more serious occupations of the professional 
_ leader, and in the realms of diplomacy and govern- 

ment, the best of men are frequently blundering; 
and he who looks back upon his course in life in any 
one of these spheres with any degree of fair discrimi- 
nation, is led to wonder that he could so often have 
blundered so wretchedly, and that his blunders have 
not been his ruin. The keenest business man sees in 
almost every transaction of his life that he might 
have done better at one point or another, and that, if 
others had seen his blunders as he now sees them, he 
would have suffered for them more sorely than he 
has. And every once in a while a business man who 
has had the reputation of being peculiarly bright and 
keen, and free from danger of blundering, goes down 
all of a sudden, because of some blunder of his that is 
simply one blunder too many. The average minister, 
or lawyer, or physician, or editor, keeps up in spite of 
his blundering, or fails finally because of some blunder 
that stands out so prominently that’ it compasses his 
overthrow. A man may have credit for wisdom and 
prudence even until he is the senior in his honorable 
profession in the great city of his home, and then 
may, by a single blundering speech, win a place on a 
permanent pillory of ridicule because of the influence 
of his blunder in changing the political control of the 
government of a great nation. One trained in the 
arts of diplomacy in a life-time of public service may 
lose all accumulated credit for special skill and tact 
and wisdom as a diplomat by one act of blundering, 
which at last stands out as a blunder unmistakably. 
There is no such thing among men as living above 
all perils of blundering. 

Let no one of us congratulate himself on being 
free from blundering; for every one of us is a blun- 
derer. Let no one of us be over despondent when he 
finds that he has blundered; for no one of us is alone 
in his blundering. Let no one of us think lightly of 
his blundering, or fail to watch against his liability 
to blunder; for the best reputation in the world may 
be dimmed, if not destroyed, by a blunder; and, even 
though the blunderer has already surmounted and 
outlived a thousand of his blunders, 6ne more blunder 
may cause his overthrow. Let no one of us judge 


another should blunder as he does; for every one of 
us has cause to ask the charitable judgment of others 
because of his blundering, and ought to see to it 
that he judges others with the spirit in which he 
would be judged. 

All of us are blunderers together; and the prayer 
of every one of us should be: Lord, keep me from the 
consequences of my wretched blundering! 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There is a sense in which the readers of The Sunday 
School Times are members of one great Bible-class, 
engaged together in the study of the Word of God. And 
in this Bible-class, as in every other, there are more 
questions which suggest themselves to the learners, week 
by week, than can possibly find time for their answering. 
In fact, there must, in the nature of things, be more 
questions at the close of every week’s study, that have 
to wait for an answer, than were obvious to the learners 
at its opening. So it comes to pass that, week by week, 
questions concerning the lesson of the Sunday just passed 
pour in upon the Editor beyond the possibility of his 
attention to them. Many of these questions are worthy 
of special interest, and if those who ask them would fol- 
low them up to their answering, there would be a gain 
to the learners through such study; but for the Editor 
to find opportunity or space for their reply is quite out 
of the question. The best he can do is to pick out from 
the great number the few which may have a general 
interest to the readers of The Sunday School Times, for 
a place in these columns, and leave the others un- 
answered, One of the more prominent members of this 
great Bible-class—one, indeed, who is himself a lesson- 
help writer of the class—has been moved, without any 
prompting from its leader, to make an appeal to his 
fellow-members of the class on this subject, as follows: 


The readers of The Sunday School Times number at least a 

quarter of a million, They form one of the largest Bible-classes 
in the world. As the members cannot all meet in one place, 
the class has, of necessity, a peculiar organization. At ite head 
is the Editor of The Sunday School Times. A few persons sup- 
posed to be specially qualified for the work act as teachers. No 
teacher is perfect, nor is any member of the class perfect ; more- 
over, the views of teachers and scholars do not always har- 
monize; but, on the whole, the work goes on smoothly, and to 
the interest and profit of a great multitude who are engaged in 
the study of God’s Word. What the writer as a member of this 
class wishes to say to his fellow-students is, that we should have 
some consideration for our leader. If we wish to “ take part,” 
we must do so by writing; for no one can speak so as to be 
heard by such a vast company. Supposing that one in five 
hundred of our members wished to express some opinion, to ask 
for light on a certain point, or to correct some slight error into 
which one of the teachers had fallen, there would be laid upon 
the desk of our leader every week a pile of letters numbering 
not less than five hundred. The very thought of reading so 
many letters, to say nothing of answering them, is appalling. 
Now, if we should wait a little, perhaps our question would 
seem to us trivial ; or if it still seemed to us of great importance, 
we could ask some friend, or go to the nearest library, and 
obtain one or more good books, by reading which we could solve 
the question ourselves. Unless the error we detect is a serious 
one, or the matter which interests or troubles us is of very great 
importance, why should we bother our leader with it? As to 
questions of right and wrong, what is duty under certain pecu- 
liar circumstances, what were the motives which prompted to 
any action either divine or human, there will always be differ- 
ences of opinion. As to questions of history, archeology, 
topography, antiquities, etc., we should remember that investi- 
gations are constantly being carried on, discoveries are con- 
stantly being made, and new facts gathered which throw light 
on all these interesting matters. As to the subjects just men- 
tioned, wonderful progress has been made in our knowledge of 
them during the past fifty years. Accurate and reliable infor- 
mation respecting the Holy Land, present and past, is now 
accessible; but the fault which the present writer finds with 
some teachers and scholars is that they do not read the best 
books on this subject. A “goody” book about Palestine or 
the Bible is not always av accurate one as to details, and hence 
not a safe guide for information. But we must, fellow-students, 
have patience with each other and with our teachers. We 
ought not to burden our leader with questions and corrections, 
unless they are of special importance and interest to the majority 
of our great school. With books, libraries, and intelligent per- 
sons that are accessible to most of us, we ought to study a little 
more carefully, diligently, and independently ourselves. Our 
leader does not know that this note is being written, and the 
writer wishes it could be printed without his knowledge. This 
cannot be, and it is hereby submitted by one of the class to the 
consideration of his fellow-students, 


It is true:that many of the questions which are asked 
of the Editor have their answers in the ordinary Bible 
commentaries or Bible dictionaries, which are available 
—or which ought to be available—in the teachers’ library 
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directions the question has come to the Editor, within 
the past few weeks, How can it be that Rahab’s house, 
which was on the wall of Jericho, was not destroyed 
when Jericho’s walls fell flat? Now the answer to this 
question, as given in wellnigh all the commentaries from 
old Matthew Henry’s tothe Speaker’s, is that which would 
seem to be the obvious one, that the part of Jericho’s 
wall on which was Rahab’s house was among the por- 
tions of the wall which did not fall flat at the time that 
other portions fell. And this is an illustration of the 
questions for the answering of which space cannot be 
found in the columns of The Sunday School Times. Yet 
the Editor is glad to receive such questions as the read- 
ers of The Sunday School Times may choose to ask, and 
to select from them for answering such as have a value 
to the readers generally. And this is the best that 
he can do. 





THE LORD'S STEDFASTNESS. 
BY EDWIN BR. CHAMPLIN. 


Throughout the day I scarce could see 
Thy face, for crowds of human faces; 
Yet in each face was shown to me 
Some token of Thy spirit’s graces: 
My brethren all thy likeness bore, 
Though scarred with sin, and sorrow-sore, 


Now night has come—with these shut out, 
Through mine own heart I look to thine, 
O precious sight! dispelling doubt,— 
The doubt of self that thou wert mine. 
No more let any foolish thought 
Take root that thou, once mine, art not, 


Thou art my God, afar or near, 
Though up or down I cast mine eyes; 
Lone and receptive, clogged with fear, 
Or burdened with thy ministries: 
Close to thy heart thou keepest me,— 
Thou wilt not let me drift from thee. 


Westerly, R. I. 





THE PALACE OF ARTAXERXES MNEMON 
AND THE BOOK OF ESTHER. 


‘ BY PROFESSOR MORRIS JASTROW, JR., PH.D. 


_ A recent discovery in the field of Oriental archeology 
has brought out most clearly the character of the Book 
of Esther as a faithful reproduction of the times and 
conditions with which it deals; showing that not only 
in its general portrayal of life at the court of Susa, but 
also in its detailed references to the palace of the Persian 
king, it is-marvelously exact,—a photograph of reality, 
and not the product of mere fantasy. 

Just about four years ago, M. Marcel Dieulafoy, a 
French archeologist of distinction, left Paris with a 
commission from the French Government to undertake 
the excavation of the extensive mounds which had been 
identified as standing on the site of the ancient city of 
Susa. These mounds had for some time arrested the 
attention of travelers; and as many as thirty years ago 
an Englishman, William Loftus, made a careful exami- 
nation of them, which revealed unmistakable proofs 
that they harbored considerable remains of very ancient 
buildings, But the interest of the scholarly world was 
wholly concentrated, at this time, upon the mounds, 
similar in character, which abounded in Mesopotamia 
The glory of the rediscovered Nineveh and of reawaken- 
ing Babylon threw everything else into the shade for 
the moment, and it was in vain that Loftus sought to 
persuade the English Government to send an expedition 
‘to Susa. Perhaps it was better so; for now, with so 
much of ancient Babylonia and Assyria restored to life, 
thanks to the many scholars who, in the field, with 
shovel and spade, or behind their desks, through patient 
toil, have labored to bring about this result, we are better 
able, certainly more quickly able, to grasp the significance 
of Dieulafoy’s labors. Well fitted for his task by travels 
in the East, as well as by prolonged study of Persian 
art, combining in his person engineering skill with 
archeological attainments, and profiting by the expe 
rience of his predecessors in Mesopotamia, it was not 
long before he determined the nature of the ruins which 
the mounds at Susa contained. Several apartments 
were laid bare of a palace huge in proportions, and 
which turned out to be none other than the royal resi- 
dence of Artaxerxes Mnemon, the seventh king in the 
Achemenidan dynasty, who reigned from 405 to 359 B. 0. 
From other sources it was known that this Artaxerxes 
had erected his palace on the foundations of an older 
structure, which had been the work of Xerxes L; and, 
strange enough, M. Dieulafoy, upon digging deeper, 
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besides other more remarkable traces of the older build- 

ing. For two seasons the energetic Frenchman, aided 
by his wife, Madame Jane Dieulafoy, who shares with 
her husband the honors of the discoveries, was engaged 
at the mounds. His efforts were crowned with even 
more than looked-for success. What Layard did for 
Nineveh, and Rawlinson for Babylon, Dieulafoy has 
done for Susa. The magnificent collection which he 
brought along is now deposited in the Musée du Louvre, 
and it is verily 4 feast for the eyes to gaze upon the 
brilliant coloring of the glazed tiles, the gorgeous deco- 
ration of the palace walls, the handsome friezes, and 
enormous capitals, exhibited there, all speaking so elo- 
quently to us of a distant past. But what interests us 
more particularly is the general construction of this 
palace of Artaxerxes, which, despite the fact that the 
excavation of the mounds is so far from being complete, 
—nay, but fairly begun,—has been accurately determined 
by the Dieulafoy expedition. It appears that the palace 
consisted of several sharply marked divisions, each one 
of which served a distinct purpose. Spread over a con- 
siderable area, it probably presented the appearance of a 
complex of buildings united together, the whole encircled 
by high walls, which secured it firmly against all attacks. 
There were provisions within this enclosure for the 
entire royal retinue, including the harem of the king 
and the royal guards, aggregating, no doubt, quite a 
little colony. The general distribution of the depart- 
ments of the palace is now known,to us, and, with the 
aid of a plan which M. Dieulafoy has himself drawn up,’ 
there is no difficulty in threading our way through this 
ancient edifice, 
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Beginning at the upper left-hand corner, we have the 
general reception-rooms of the palace, to which M. 
Dieulafoy would wish the Persian term apadana—usually 
rendered “ palace ””—to be restricted. Standing in the 
midst of the royal gardens, these apartments were lavy- 
ishly decorated with all the brilliancy and luxury which 
we have learned to associate with an Eastern court. It 
was here that ‘the splendid festivals of the kings were 
given, and it was in the spacious “throne-room” un- 
earthed by Dieulafoy that the audiences of state were 
held. To the left there was a portal leading to the 
building set apart for the wives and concubines of the 
monarch; and adjoining the harem were the apartments 
proper of the king, admirably chosen with a view of 
securing the greatest possible s«fety for its occupant. 
Ensconced in a corner, this wing was accessible only on 
two sides. One of these was well fortified; and from the 
other, connecting with the harem, no great danger was 
apprehended, though, as an additional precaution, guards 
were also in attendance to prevent any intruder from 
forcing his way to the sacred person of His Majesty. 
Within the royal apartments there was a smaller square, 
containing a reception-room to which only those were 
admitted who enjoyed the privileges of a more intimate 
intercourse with the king,—his ministers and generals, 

1 Fora fuller (though not complete) account of the excavations, 
See Madame Dieulafoy's interesting article in Harper's Monthly, 
June, 1887, M. Dieulafoy’s book en the excavations is expected to 
Sppear by the end of the year. 


"In the Revue des Biudes Juives, Aer-Juin, 1888, p. cclxxiv. 


his family, the nobility and royal visitors or ambassadors 
who were to be specially honored. There were thus three 
main divisions to the palace,—the apadana, the harem, 
and the king’s apartments. To these we may add as a 
fourth, though properly belonging to the royal cham- 
bers, the antechambers lying beyond the fortified gate 
to the left, designated in the plan as the exterior court. 
With these general explanations, let us take up the plan 
of Artaxerxes’ palace in one hand and the Book of Esther 
in the other. striking light will be found to be thrown 
by the former upon those passages in the book in which 
the palace of Ahasuerus, or Xerxes, is spoken of. The 
three main divisions which we have seen are the promi- 
nent features in the structure of Artaxerxes, are dis- 
tinctly referred to in the Book of Esther, and, what is 
more, by their proper names; and we shall see how in 
other respects the plan here reproduced serves to illus- 
trate the relation in which these several divisions stood 
to one another, 

The book opens, it will be remembered, with a descrip- 
tion of the scenes incident to the feast which the king 
gave at Susa in the third year of his reign. Ahasuerus 
began by entertaining “the governors, and ministers, 
the army of Persia and Media, and the chiefs of the 
provinces subject to him.” For one hundred and eighty 
days the festivities lasted ; and we feel a natural pity for 
the victimized guests, who must have grown heartily 
sick, by the end of that time, of the riches, splendor, 
brilliancy, and luxury by which they were surrounded, 
and even of the good things with which they were gorged. 
But, apparently, the insatiate desire of the king for dis- 
play and divertissement was not yet satisfied; for the 
narrative goes on to say, when these days were over, he 
kept open house “ for all the people in the metropolis 
of Susa, for great and small,” wisely limiting this cele- 
bration, however, to seven days. But where did he 
entertain the populace? In the same place where he 
received the nobles and the princes? Hardly. That 
would have been shockingly democratic for a Persian 
autocrat. It is more than likely that. the nobles and 
princes were feasted in the private apartments of the 
king, but the profanum vulgus, we are distinctly told, 
were congregated in the hager of the garden of the royal 
bithan. The Hebrew hager i is usually translated “ court; ” 
and there is no objection to this rendering, if we will 
bear in mind that a hager is not necessarily an open 
space, but may be a quarter enclosed on all sides. Still, 
to avoid ambiguity, it is better to render it in our passage 
by “wing;” for it certainly refers to a main division of 
the palace. But we are also told the name of this wing. 
It is the dithan,—a word that we must regard as an 
architectural term, and had better leave untranslated. 
Looking at our plan, we see exactly where the bithan with 
its garden must have lain; for it corresponds evidently 
to what we have above called the general reception- 
rooms. Let us simply note, in passing, the interesting 
description of this bithan, which immediately follows. 
Now that we have parts of a Susan palace actually before 
us, we appreciate also the accuracy of this description ; 
for the colors of the decorations there mentioned—white, 
saffron, and blue—are precisely the ones most conspicuous 
on the tiles and friezes at present in the Louvre. 

In the second chapter we are introduced to the harem 
of the king. We learn of the long preparations which 
the unfortunate maidens had to undergo before being 
admitted into the presence of their lord and master. 
For twelve months they remained under the charge of the 
“‘ overseer of the concubines,” strictly guarded in the baith 
han-nashim, or “ women’s quarter.” At the end of that 
period, they were conducted from the baith han-nashim 
to the baith ham-melech,—that is, to the king’s private 
apartments. This expression for the third great division of 
the palace interchanges, apparently, with baith malchuthé, 


1 The usual rendering for bithan (‘‘palace’’) is decidedly unsatis- 
factory, besides being confusing; for the bithan is a part of the 
palace, and not a name forthe whole. Dieulafoy is of the opinion, 
as already intimated, that the Persian appellation for this part of 
the building was apadana,—a word which occurs several times on 
the inscriptions of Artaxerxes, and is also found in the Book of 
Daniel (11: 45) under the form appadno. If Dieulafoy is correct in 
his supposition, this would make the dithan and apadana synony- 
mous terms. The former has not yet been found in Persian ; it cer- 
tainly has nothing to do with the Semitic baith (house), nor is there 
any apparent connection with apadana, It is with all possible 
reserve that I venture to submit the question whether bithan might 
not, however, be an artificial punning adaptation of the Persian 
apadana on the part of the Hebrew writer, in order to force a resem- 
blance to the Hebrew baith. In Arabic, the word appears as padan,— 
clearly a loan-word from the Persian,—so that the dropping of the 
initial elif need not distress us; and if we bear in mind the many 
dialects in various languages where the distinction between p andb, 
as also between d and ¢, is not at all sharply marked,—in Assyrian 
cuneiform writing the sounds are not distinguished from one another, 
—such an intentional distortion of the Persian words as our query 
supposes—a species ef popular etymology-—may not appear so very 
remo. 





“house of his majesty,” which occurs in the sixteenth 
verse of this chapter, though perhaps the latter refers to 
a distinct part of the royal quarters, Upon again refer- 
ring to our plan, we observe that there was a most ready 
access to the king from the side of the harem, the two 
being connected by a long corridor, at either end of 
which guards were stationed, to control the passers in 
and out. The harem appears, moreover, to have been 
further subdivided into smaller divisions; for we read 
that after the maiden who gains the doubtful favor of 
the king has been received by him, she is conducted 
back to the baith han-nashim sheni, “second women’s 
quarter.” Exactly in what part of the general square 
set aside for the women this “second” harem was situ- 
ated, we are not as yet able to say; but it seems likely 
that it was at the farthest end,—the point whence the 
poor victim would recommence the tedious circuit of 
her slavish drill. However, the possibility remains of 
its having been a distinct wing, upon which Dieulafoy, 
when he continues his excavations, may yet strike. At 
all events, the minuteness of the narrator increases our 
confidence in his exactness; and the nicety with which he 
enters upon details, in themselves of no great importance, 
since they do not affect the gist of the narrative, enhances 
the value of the book as an archeological source, 

Let us read on. Esther is overshowered with royal 
favors, A great festival is given in her honor; and, 
with the true instinct of the artist, the author holds up 
the contrast presented by Esther on the throne, and her 
guardian, Mordecai, sitting at the royal gate. Dieulafoy 
is of the opinion that we must look for this gate at the 
lower right-hand corner of the palace. However this 
may be, so much is certain, that the view taken by many 
commentators is erroneous, which supposes the gate to 
have been within the precincts of the palace. Equally 
untenable is the notion which, if I mistake not, is popu- 
larly held, that Mordecai had free access to the palace, 
The sha‘ar, which may be the gate of a city or of a 
building, has always played an important ré/e in the 
Orient. In the times of Mordecai, as to this day, it was, 
among other things, a favorite meeting-place, and also a 
general loafing-place, so that Mordecai’s custom of sitting 
there is not an exceptional one; nor must we picture 
him as sitting alone at the gate. 

In the following chapter, Haman lays his deep plot 
for the destruction of the Jews, which throws Mordecai 
into such deep consternation. He appeals for help to 
Esther, whom he regards as an instrument commissioned 
by God to save her people. But Esther declares her in- 
ability to approach the king; for any one, “man or 
woman, who, without being sent for, dares come to the 
king in the inner hager,” is put to death, unless the king 
extend his golden sceptre as a sign of grace. This inner 
wing, or hager, was situated in the centre of the royal 
apartments. At the farthest end stood the throne, so 
placed that the king had a free scope of visiofi along the 
passage leading to the harem. He could see any one 
approaching from a distance, and, as soon as he recog- 
nized the person, suffer him to come nearer or not. Now 
the situation in the following chapter becomes perfectly 
clear to us. Esther, at the risk of her life, comes along 
the corridor. Clad in her queenly robes, she has reached 
“the inner court of the royal apartment,” and is waiting 
for the sign which will determine her fate and the fate 
of her people. Another step, and, unless the king gives 
the sign, she will be mercilessly hewn down by the 
soldiers stationed at the threshold. How simple, and 
yet how powerful, the words of the writer: “And the 
king was sitting on his royal throne, facing the door of 
the hager; and when he saw Esther the queen standing in 
the court, she found grace in his eyes. And the king 
held out his golden sceptre, whereupon Esther approached, 
and touched the edge of the sceptre.” 
we see the young queen, pale with emotion, trembling 
with mingled rage and fear, in the presence of the august 
monarch. But how exact the description is! “The 
throne facing the door of the hager.” Could any person 
but one who had seen with his own eyes just such 
a palace as Dieulafoy has found, speak in these precise 
terms, not to mention the perfect knowledge of the cus- 
toms observed at the Achemenidan court, which the 
author reveals? But weare anticipating. Haman, elated 
over the attentions which have been paid him, returns, 
from the banquet to which he in consort with the king 
had been invited by Esther, ta his home, and—again the 
dramatic contrast—as he leaves the palace he sees Mor- 
decai sitting at the gate, the only one who will not rise 
up to salute him as he passes. Like an evil shadow, 
the figure of the Jew accompanies him wherever he goes, 
ever stepping between him and his pride. 

The next scene, It is might. The king, unable to 





sleep, has the official records brought te him; and at the 
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Very moment that he is reading of the conspiracy against 

his life, but which was happily nipped in the bud,—thanks 
to the unrewarded and forgotten fidelity of Mordecai,— 
Haman’s arrival is heralded. Naturally, he cannot enter 
the king’s presence from the same side by which Esther 
came; and the author, not overlooking this detail, tells 
us that “Haman had come into the outer court of the 
royal apartment,” which, as the plan shows, was situated 
to the left. We now approach the climax scene, and 
shall have occasion to note once again how, even at the 
moment when our attention is entirely riveted upon the 
persons of the drama, the author does not neglect to give 
the scene its archwological coloring, The king and 
Haman have accepted the second invitation of the queen 
to a banquet, which, as a matter of course, takes place in 
her private apartments, and therefore somewhere in the 
upper right-hand square. Availing herself of the proper 
moment, she denounces, in bold terms, the villainy of 
the prime minister. Haman trembles like a leaf, and 
the king, furious at the deception which has been prac- 
ticed upon him, is unable to endure the presence of the 
man in whom he had once confided. Where does he go 
to? “And the king in his anger left the drinking-bout, 
and passed into the garden of the bithan.” Here is our 
word again. Look at the plan, and you will find that 
the harem directly adjoined the gardens of the palace. 
A few steps brought the king to the cvoling air, where he 
might collect his thoughts and calmly consider the steps 
to be taken. The subsequent fate of Haman is well 
known, but here we must break off. 

The concluding chapters contain no further references 
to the palace of Ahasuerus, which the reader will, by 
this time, have seen for himself tallies, to a surprising 
degree, with the plan of the building discovered by 
Dieulafoy. Let us draw the legitimate conclusion from 
thisagreement. Sinceitis difficult, and for various reasons, 
which need not be detailed here, also quite unnatural, 
to suppose that the author of the Book of Esther could 
have been so accurate and minute, in speaking of a 
Persian palace, as we have found him to be, had he simply 
his own imagination or accounts at second-hand to draw 
upon, he must have had before him the palace which 
Dieulafoy has excavated, or one very similar to it, An 
architectural plan once being established, it is not likely 
that the palaces of the Achemenidans varied much in their 
general features, so that the possibility remains that the 
palace which the author has in mind was one constructed 
by a successor of Artaxerxes; but, so far, we know noth~ 
ing of another palace having been built at Susa after 
Artaxerxes; and that the writer lived at Susa and had 
a Susan palace before him seems to be now beyond dis- 
pute. The possibility which we have admitted becomes, 
accordingly, an exceedingly faint one. On the other 
hand, since the author places himself at some distance 
in time from the story which he relates, and as there are 
no reasons why he should do so unless he actually lived 
later than the days of Xerxes, we may justly suppose at 
least a generation to have passed after Xerxes’ death ere 
the book was written. By that time, however, the palace 
of the latter was already in ruins, and the splendid monu- 
ment of Artaxerxes had risen up in its stead. 

In dealing with such a question as determining the 
period when the Book of Esther was written, we are 
necessarily thrown back upon conjectures; but the grain 
of uncertainty that remains in the best conjectures ought 
not to blind us totheir value and reliability. The theory 
that accounts best for the facts must be accepted until a 
still better theory—that is, one which accounts even 
more satisfactorily for the facts—be found. So, for the 
present, we are perfectly justified in accepting the claim 
put forth by M. Dieulafoy, that he has found the very 
palace in which the author of the Book of Esther places 
the scenes he so graphically relates, 
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A FEW WORDS ON INTERRUPTIONS. 


BY HELEN JAY. 


In most Sunday-schools from twenty to thirty-five 
minutes are allowed for the teaching of the lesson. 
Short as this time is, much of it is lost by interruption. 
How can a teacher so manage that every second shall tell 
in his work? 

I answer, first by coming to Sunday-school provided 
with the necessary materials. 

What are they? you inquire. 

Your Bible, note-book or piece of paper, and a sharp- 
ened pencil. I have seen a teacher send a scholar in 
one direction for a scrap of paper, while another was 
seeking a knife with which to sharpen an already bor- 
rowed pencil. Even if the secretary and librarian dis- 
ézibate papers and books during the lesson hour, it 





should be the law of the class that they are not to be 
touched until dismission. 

Tickets are one of the evils the busy teacher most 
dreads, How can we prevent the invasion of the class by 
the secretary with the oft-repeated question, “ How many 
tickets will your scholars take for the entertainment?” 
Simply by asking the scholars, as they enter, how many 
ticket they desire, and handing the written number with 
your name to the secretary before the legson, After dis- 
mission the distribution (if tickets must be distributed) 
can be made; also a record of names and numbers. 

In many schools the teaching of the catechism inter- 
feres with the regular lesson. One or two scholars who 
are striving to commit it to memory ask that their 
teacher hear them recite a stated number of verses each 
Sunday. Where there is no one at home to help the 
scholar, refusal seems cruel; yet the discipline of the 
class demands that the teaching be general. There is 
a plan whereby justice can be done to all. Let all 
the scholars who are studying the catechism come to 
the teacher’s home for an hour’s recitation each week. 
In this way they have a fine drill, stimulate each other, 
and honestly earn the reward, withont taking time which 
is not their own. 

Every class has its social member who wants to speak 
“just for one minute to the feller over there.” You 
allow him to go, and his progress across the aisle is 
attended by the turning of many heads, and at least 
three classes are demoralized by the occurrence. It is 
better to respect the time of others, and forbid the schol- 
ars to visit another class during the session. 

“The desk” is the objective point of mgny a boy. 
“T have lost my lesson-leaf; I must have another,” or, 
“There is something wrong with ‘my library ;’ I would 
like a catalogue.” Answer “No” to these requests. Let 
him use the Bible for that lesson, and remind him that 
in coming to the class he passed the assembled librarians. 
Tell him they are busy men, and their labor is doubled 


by thoughtlessness on the part of the scholars, A cata-- 


logue of the library should be stitched in each teacher’s 
note-book, and under his direction enough numbers should 
be placed on the scholar’s card to give the librarians op- 
portunity to please in the selection of-books. By fore- 
thought the teacher can protect himself and aid greatly 
in promoting the discipline of the school. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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EVEN FOR US. 


BY GEORGE COOPER. 


“ White little lambs, when the snow-fiaies fall, 
And up and doWa the harsh winds call ; 

When fields have turned from green to brown, 
And trees have lost their leafy crown ;— 
Where will you go? what will you do? 

Poor little lambs, I pity you!” 

“ Fair little child,” a voice replied, 

“ Even for us He will provide!” 


“ Dear little birds that with us stay, 
When all your mates have flown away, 
How will you brave the icy storm? 

No downy nests will keep you warm, 
I’ve seen your footprints in the snow; 
What will you do? where wili you go?” 
“ Ah} little child,” a song replied, 
“Even for us He will provide!” 


White little lambs, dear little birds, 
What joy is in those hopeful words! 
Though dead leaves through the forest sweep, 
And brooks have sung themselves to sleep, 
A trusting heart shall still be mine, 
And never shall these lips repine! 
God’s children, in his world so wide, 
For you, for me, he will provide! 
New York City. 


HOW ALICE FOUND OUT. 


BY GRACE H. DUFFIELD, 





Alice was thinking deeply, and, not being naturally 
thoughtful, her forehead was knit into little puckers 
with the unusual effort. She was puzzling over “ uncon- 
scious influence.” They had talked about it in prayer- 
meeting, those wise deacons and grave elders; but, for 
some reason or other, while they said things that set her 
thinking, they used such long words that her fifteen- 
year-old brain couldn’t make it quite clear as ‘to just 
what they meant. Such big words must be for big peo- 
ple, and yet papa had put his hand on her shoulder as 
they came out of church, and had said, “ Will papa’s girl 
remember?” So there must be something in it for her 





too; and again the little puckers came in her forehead, 
until at last she gave a sigh, and turned her chair around 
to watch the other travelers in the car, who, like herself, 
were all anxious to reach the city. 

They weren’t a very interesting set of people, she 
decided. There was one cross-looking old lady, all 
bundled up in a shawl; and just in front of her a young 
man sat, reading, by an open window, regardless of the 
fact that the cool evening breeze was uncomfortably 
chilly for an older person, 

“Selfish thing!” thought Alice. “ Why doesn’t he 
shut it?” 

Across the aisle sat a pale-faced woman with a sleepy, 
fretful baby in her arms. Alice turned away. Babies 
were such a nuisance,—why didn’t people leave them at 
home? Here was something pleasanter to watch, 

‘On the sofa at the end of the car was perched a small 
boy, perhaps five years of age, busily employed in nib- 
bling infinitesimal bites from a very grimy stick of candy, 
which he regarded with a loving eye, but which was 
steadily growing “ beautifully less.” 

He was a very sticky little boy indeed. There was a 
great deal of candy on his face, and a great deal more 
on the front of his blouse-waist and pretty kilt skirt, and 
a large amount on his hands and in his curls, 

“Oh!” was Alice’s inward comment, “I wonder how 
his poor mother will feel ‘when she sees him. And how 
fond he seems to be of that horrible candy!” 

Just then the small consumer of confections slid cau- 
tiously down from the sofa, and slowly approached a 
sweet-faced child in a black dress, who had been watch- 
ing him for some time. Coming close to her chair, he 
looked up into her face with his blue eyes, and said 
gravely, “ Hello!” 

Thé little girl smiled, and, thus encouraged, the small 
adventurer remarked, with dignity, “My papa’s the 
*ductor of this car,” and then waited for his announce- 
ment to take effect. He had made the desired impression. 
“Is he?” she asked, with interest. 

“Yes,” replied Five-years-old. ‘‘ Who’s your papa?” 

“My papa’s over there,”—indicating a gentleman at 
the other end of the car. “ He’s got whiskers,” 

“Has he?” doubtfully. Then, after a period of 
thought and a protracted nibbling at his sticky treasure, 
he said, triumphantly, “But my papa’s got buttons 


.|.on him,” | 


Another pause. Alice was listening with a smile, and 
some of the other passengers were watching the little 
scene. Then the small boy spoke again, 

“Who's your mamma?” 

The child-face grew most unchildlike in its sadness as 
the little girl answered, “I haven’t any now.” 

“Didn’t you never?” in an awestruck tone. 

“Yes, once, I think; but she went away.” 

“Where away?” 

“To heaven, papa said.” 

““ Where’s to heaven?” 

“Right up there,—don’t you see, in the sky? Come 
here!” and she took him by the hand. Together they 
crossed the car, and looked out at the sunset sky, where 
one great band of blue lay over the shadowed fields. 
“Do you see that blue place?” asked the child in a 
whisper. “That’s where mamma’s gone, right up there.” 

The candy-stick was forgotten. The little boy came 
closer, very quiet now, and asked softly, 

“ How did she get there? ” 

“T don’t know,”—turning away. ‘‘ Nobody knows, 
not even papa; but I guess that God came down and 
took her.” 

Very sober were the two young faces as the children 
still stood by the window, holding fast each other's 
hands, The small sticky fingers touched the black 
dress lovingly. The boy was evidently thinking deeply. 
Suddenly he held up his piece of candy, very grimy 
indeed now, 

“You may have it all,” he said. 

For a moment there was silence in the car. Then the 
young man who had been reading put the window dow2 
quietly, and, turning to the cross-looking old lady in the 
shawl, said kindly, “I am gorry I was so thoughtless [ 
hope you have not taken cold.” 

The cross face grew quite pleasant as the old lady 
replied, “I think not, thank you.” And, as Alice 
watched still, she saw this same old lady turn, after ® 
moment, to the tired mother, and heard ker say, “ You 
look almost worn out. Let me hold the baby awhile. | 
am sure he will be good with me.” 

Alice’s face grew thoughtful, and her eyes were full of 
a new light, as she said softly to herself, “Just because 
that little boy wassorry. Perhaps that’s what they meaut 
by unconscious influence.” 


Bloomfield, N. 4 
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1, October 7.—The Commission of Joshua Josh, 1: 1-9 
2. October 14.—Crossing the Jordan Josh. 3 : 5-17 
3. October 21.—The Stones of Memorial Josh, 4 : 10-24 
4. October 28.—The Fall of Jericho. Josh. 6 : 1-16 
6. November 4.—Defeat at Ai Josh, 7 : 1-12 
6. November 11.—Caleb’s Inheritance. Josh. 14 : 5-15 
7. November 18.—Helping One A nother............0+« Josh, 21 : 43-45 ; 22: 1-9 
8. November 25.—The Covenant Renewed..............0:sesses+« Josh. 24 : 19-28 


9. December 2.—Israel Under Judgea...........dudg. 2 : 11-23 


10. December 9.—Gideon’s Army. 


Judg. 7 :1-8 





11. December 16.—Death of S 


Judg. 16 : 21-31 





12. December 23.—Ruth’s Choice. 


Ruth 1,; 16-22 





13. December 30.—Review ; or, Temperance Lesson, Num. 6 : 1-4; or, 
Missionary Lesson, Psa. 67 : 1-7. 





LESSON. IX., SUNDAY, 
TitLE: ISRAEL UNDER JUDGES. 


LESSON’ TEXT. 
(Judg. 2: 11-23, Memory verses, 11, 12.) 


COMMON VERSION. 


11 ¢ And the children of Is’ra-el 
did evil in the sight of the Lorp, 
and served Ba’al-im : 

12 And they forsook the Lorp 
God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land of 
E’gypt, and followed other gods, 
of the gods of the people that were 
round about them, and bowed 
themselves unto them, and pro- 
yoked the Lorp to anger. 

13 And they forsook the Lorp, 
and served Ba’al and Ash’ta-réth. 

14 ¢ And the anger of the Lorp 
was hot against Is’ra-el, and he 
delivered them into the hands of 
spoilers that spoiled them, and he 
sold them into the hands of their 
enemies round about, so that they 
could not any longer stand before 
their enemies. 

15 Whithersoever they went out, 
the hand of the Lorp was against 
them for evil, as the Lorp had 
said, and as the Lorp had sworn 
unto them : and they were greatly 
distressed. ‘2 

16 ¢ Nevertheless the Lorp 
raised up judges, which delivered 
them out of the hand of those 
that spoiled them. 

17 And yet they would not 
hearken unto their judges, but 
they went a whoring after other 
gods, and bowed themselves unto 
them; they turned quickly out 
of the way which their fathers 
walked in, obeying the command- 
ments of the Logp; but they did 
Dot so, 

18 And when the Lorp raised 
them up judges, then the Lorp 
was with the judge, and delivered 
them out of the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge: 
for it repented the Lorp because 
of their groanings by reason of 
them that oppressed them and 
vexed them. 

19 And it came to pass, when 
the judge was dead, that they re- 
turned, and corrupted themselves 
more than their fathers, in fol- 
lowing other gods to serve them, 
and to bow down unto them; 
they ceased not from their own 
doings, nor from their stubborn 
way. 

20 ¢ And the anger of the LorD 
was hot against Israel; and he 
said, Because that this people 
hath transgressed my covenant 
which { commanded their fath- 
ers, and have not hearkened unto 
my voice; 

21 I also will not henceforth 
drive out any from before them 
of the nations which Josh’u-a left 
when he died : 

22 That through them I may 
prove Is’ra-el, whether they will 
keep the way of the Lorp to walk 
therein, as their fathers did keep 
i, or not, 

23 Therefore the Lorp left those 
nations, without driving them out 
hastily; neither delivered hethem 
into the hand of Jésh’u-a, 


— 


1 Heb, they let noth: ‘all of thetr doings. 
rican Comcaitaes crouse su ir 
toot ed the har! ” for “ went a whoring 


P The Ame 
Which” in verses 12 and 16, 
in verse 17, and “ Jehovah” 


DECEMBER 2, 1888. 


REVISED VERSION. 


ll And the children of Israel 
did that which was evil in the 
sight of the LorD, and served 
12 the Baalim: and they forsook 
the Lorp, the God of their 
fathers, which brought them 
out of the land of Egypt, and 
followed otber gods, of the 
gods of the peoples that were 
round ebout them, and bowed 
themselves down unto them: 
and they provoked the Lorp 
18 to anger. And they forsook 
the Lorp, and served Baal 
14 and the Ashtaroth. And the 
anger of the Lorp was kindled 
against Israel,and he delivered 
them into the hands of spoilers 
that spoiled them, and he sold 
them into the hands of their 
enemies round about, so that 
they could not any longer 
stand before their enemies. 
15 Whithersoever they went out, 
the hand of the LoRD was 
against them for evil, as the 
Lorp had spoken, and as the 
Lorp had sworn unto them: 
and they were sore distressed, 
16 And the Lorp raised up judges, 
which saved them out of the 
hand of those that spoiled 
17 them. And yet they hearkened 
not unto their judges, for they 
went a whoring aft@ér other 
gods, and bowed themselves 
down unto them: they turned 
aside quickly out of the way 
wherein their fathers walked, 
obeying the commandments 
of the Logp; but they did not 
18 so. And when the Lorp raised 
them up judges, then the Lorp 
was with the judge, and saved 
them out of the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the 
judge: for it repented the 
Lorp because of their groaning 
by reason of them that op- 
pressed them and vexed them. 
19 But it came to pass, when the 
judge was dead, that they 
turned back, and dealt more 
corruptly than their fathers, 
in following other gods to 
serve them, and to bow down 
unto them; !they ceased not 
from their doings, nor from 
20 their stubborn way. And the 
anger of the Logp was kindled 
against Israel; and he said, 
Because this nation have trans- 
gressed my covenant which I 
commanded their fathers, and 
have not hearkened unto my 
21 voice; I also will not hence- 
forth drive out any from before 
them of the nations which 
, Joshua left when he died: 
22 that by them I may prove 
Israel, whether they will keep 
the way of the Logp to waik 
therein, as their fathers did 
23 keep it, or not. So the Lorp 
left those nations, without 
driving them out hastily; 
neither delivered he them in- 





to the hand of Joshua. 


stitute “who” or “that” for 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric OF THE QUARTER: God’s Promises Fulfilied. 
Gotpen Text ror THE QUARTER: There failed not aught 
of any good thing which the Lord had spoken wnto the house of 
darack ; all came to pase.—Josh. 21 : 45. 


Lesson Torro: Braving God’s Displeasure. 

1. Forsaking the Lord, vs. 11-13. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. Despising His Wrath, vs.|14-19. 

3. Suffering His Chastisements, vs. 20-23. 
GoLpEn Text: Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of 
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 
—Heb. 3 : 12, 





Darty Home Reaprines: 


M.—Judg. 2: 11-23, Braving God’s displeasure. 
T.—Judg. 1: 1-21. The conquest of Canaan. 
W.—Judg. 1 : 22-36. The conquest of Canaan. 
T.—Judg. 2:1-10. An unworthy succession, 
F.—Judg. 10 : 1-16. Forsaking and returning. 
$.—Isa.1:1-20, Forsaken of God. 

$.—Prov. 1 : 20-33. Words of warning. 





LESSON ANALYSIS, 


I, FORSAKING THE LORD, 

l. Jehovah Forsaken ; 

They forsook the Lord (12). 

This people... will forsake me (Deut. 81 : 16). 

Then he forsook God which made him (Deut. 382 : 15). 

They have forsaken the Lord (Isa. 1 : 4). 

They have forsaken me the fountain of living waters (Jor. 2 : 13), 

il. Idols Served : 

They ... followed other gods (12). 

ae = will rise up, and go... after the strange gods (Deut. 
216 


: 16). 

They sacrificed unto demons, which were no God (Deut. 82 : 17). 
Put away the gods which your fathers served (Josh. 24 : 14), 
Israel... served the , and the Ashtaroih (Judg. 10 : 6), 


lll. Anger Aroused : 

They provoked the Lord to anger (12). 

My anger shall be kindled, . .. and I will forsake them (Deut. 81 : 17). 

They moved him to jealousy with strange gods (Deut. 32 : 16). 

He will turn and do you evil, and consume you (Josh, 24 : 20). 

The anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel (Judg. 10 : 7). 

1, ‘That which was evil in the sixht of the Lord.” (1) Permitted 
of men; (2) Condemned of God.—(1) Man’s view of human 
action ; (2) God’s view of human action. 

2, ** They forsook the Lord.’’ (1) From whom they turned; (2) To 
what they turned; (3) Why they turned. 

8. ‘‘ They provoked the Lord to anger.” 
| i provoking deeds; (3) The an. .—God’s anger: (1) 

w aroused ; (2) How displayed ; (3) How appeased, 


II. DESPISING HIS WRATH, 


1. In the Face of Disaster : 

He delivered them into the hands of spoilers (14). 
~~ them into the hand of Hazae) king of Syria (2 Kings 
He hath delivered them to be tossed to and fro (2 Chron. 29 : 8). 
He hath delivered them to the slaughter (Isa. 34 ; 2). 
Whom I delivered unto Satan (1 Tim. 1 ; 20). 
il. In Spite of God’s Grace : 

It repented the Lord because of their groaning (18). 


Yet went they on still to sin against him (Psa. 78 : 17). 
For all this they sinned still, and believed not (Psa. 78 : 32). 
He regarded their distress, when he heard their cry (Psa. 106 : 44). 
Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness ? (Rom. 2 : 4.) 
ll. In Persistent Love of Wrong: 
They ceased not from their doings, nor from their stubborn 
way (19). 
He... being often reproved hardeneth his neck (Prov. 29 : 1), 
The heart... is fully set in them to do evil (Eccl. 8 : 11). 


Wilt thou not cease a the right ways? (Acts 13 : 10.) 
The mind of the flesh is enmity against God (Rom. 8 : 7). 


L “They could not any longer stand before their enemies.”’ ) 
Israel’s departed glory ; (2) Israel’s crying shame; (3) Israel’s 


evident guilt. 

2. “The hand of the Lord was egainst them.” (1) An omnipotent 
antagonist ; (2) A dismayed nation. 

3. “ They ceased not from their doings, nor from their stubborn 
way.” (1) Israel’s stubborn persistency ; (2) Israel’s evil way. 


(1) The reckless people ; 
a peop 


III. SUFFERING HIS CHASTISEMENTS, 


i. The Cause of Israel’s Chastisement : 

Because this nation have transgressed ;...I... will not... 
drive out (20, 21). 
= not up ;... that ye be not smitten down (Num. 14 : 42), 

rael hath sinned. ... Therefore... Israel cannot stand (Josh. 7 : 
When ye transgress;... then shall the anger... be kindled (Josh. 


: 16). 
They forsook the Lord.... And the anger of the Lord was kindled 
(Judg. 2 : 18, 14). 


ll. The Purpose of Israel’s Chastisement : 
That by them I may prove Israel (22). 


God did prove Abraham (Gen. 22: 1). 
That he ay a humble thee, to prove thee (Deut. 8 : 2). 
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation (Jas. 1 : 12), 
As many as I love, I reprove and chasten (Rev. 3 : 19). 
iil. The Nature of Israel’s Chastisement : 
So the Lord left those nations, without driving them out (23). 
Then shall those... be as pricks in your eyes ao 33 : 65). 
They shall be a snare and a trap unto you (Josh. 23 : 13). 
They shall be as'thorns in your sides ( eg 2:3). 
They vexed and oppressed the children of Israel (Judg. 10 ; 8). 
1. “Because this nation have transgressed.” (1) The Judge of 
nations ; (2) The sins of nations ; (3) The penalties of nations. 
2. ‘By them I may prove Israel.” God proving nations: (1) By 
what means; (2) To what ends; (3) With what results. 


8. ‘*Sothe Lord left those nations.’ ‘vil nations : ~) Instruments 
in —* hands; (2) Scourges for God’s foes ; (3) Helps for God’s 
peop 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 
THE JUDGES OF ISRAEL. 


Their names (Judg. 3: 9, 10, 15, 31; 4:4; 6: 11,12; 9:6; 10:1,3; 
11 :4-6; 12:7, 8, 11, 18; 13: 24, 25; 16:30, 31; 1 Sam. 4:18; 7: 
6, 15-17). 

Period of their rule (Acts 18 : 20). 

Interruptions of their rule (Judg. 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21 : 25). 

Representatives of God (Judg. 8 : 22, 23; 1 Sam. 8:7). 

Deliverers of Israel (Judg. 2 : 16, 18). 

Of temporary influence only (Judg. 2 : 17, 19). 

Men ef oxemplary faith (Heb. 11 : 82-34). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


The Book of Joshua closes with an account of the death 
and burial of Joshua, of the interment of the bones of Joseph, 
and of the death and burial of Eleazar, the son and successor 
of Aaron (Josh. 24 : 29-33). The history is continued in the 





— —<—<—<—=——— 
attempts to extend the conquests (Judg. 1: 1-26), and with a 
list of failures to possess the allotted territory (Judg. 1 : 27-86). 
A threatening revelation is made to the people at Bochim 
(that is, “ Weepers”’), in consequence of their partial alliance 
with the heathen inhabitants (Judg. 2: 1-5). Verses 6-10 
repeat the story of the death of Joshua, and tell of the rise of - 
a new generation, , 

The lesson is virtually an epitome of the book which fol- 
lows. Hence it cannot be assigned to any particular time or 
place, but covers the entire period of the “Judges.” How 
long that period was, is open to discussion. 1 Kings 6:1 
forms the basis of the usual computation, which leaves about 
three hundred years from the death of Joshua to the time of 
Eli, But if the later date of the Exodus be accepted, the 
period cannot be so long. On the other hand, Acts 18: 19 
seems to speak of the time of the judges as “about four 
hundred and fifty years,” though this is not necessarily the 
meaning of that passage. The narrative in the Book of 
Judges does not furnish us with certain data, since some of 
the judges seem to have been contemporaries. It should be 
added that the Septuagint reads “four hundred and fortieth,” 
instead of “four hungred and eightieth,” in 1 Kings 6:1. In 
view of these difficulties, it seems wisest not to attempt any 
positive settlement of the chronological questions, 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


These verses are preliminary to the history contained in 
the Book of Judges, and contain a general summary of what 
it was the purpose of the writer to record. It was not his 
aim to give a complete narrative of all that took place dur- 
ing the period with which he deals, He passes over long 
intervals of rest, of freedom from oppression and from idola- 
try, with the simple mention of their existence (Judg. 3: 11, 
30; 5:31; 8: 28). His main object is to set forth God’s 
dealings with his people, when they forsook his service, his 
measures both of judgment and of mercy, which he employed 
to awaken within them a sense of their sin, and to bring them 
back to their duty ; how, on the one hand, he delivered them 
over to the power of their adversaries, who grievously 
oppressed them, and how, on the other hand, he raised up 
deliverers to rescue them, And both severity and grace 
proved ineffectual to stem the tide of growing corruption. 
This design of the book should be kept in mind in studying 
this portion of the history of Israel. It would be a mistake 
to suppose that there was nothing, during all the centuries 
covered by this book, but an unbroken series of apostasies 
and judgments. It would be as correct to infer from a modern 
criminal calendar that there were none but law-breakers in 
the country. The writer selects of purpose those events in 
the history which taught the lesson that he wished to inculcate. 
Verse 11.—And the children of Israel did that which was evil in 
the eyes of Jehovah: It had just before been stated (v. 7) that 
the generation of Joshua and his associates remained stedfast 
in the true worship of God. The generation which was 
trained up under Moses in the wilderness, and which had 
served under Joshua, adhered to the service of the Lord and 
kept his commandments, differing in a most marked respect 
from that murmuring and rebellious generation which came 
forth from the midst of the idolatry and corruption of Egypt. 
Two reasons are given for the degeneracy mentioned in the 
verse before us. One is that they had no lively sense of God’s 
past dealings with Israel (v.10), which should have been 
diligently impressed upon their minds and hearts (Deut, 
6:7). Another was their intimate association, and forming 
forbidden alliances, with the ungodly remnant of the Canaan- 
ites (Judg. 3: 5, 6). Neglect of parental instruction and 
evil companionship were the two principal causes of the 
lamentable state of things here described. The ultimate test 
of right and wrong is to be found in the holy nature of God. 
That which he approves is right ; that which he disapproves 
is wrong. There can be no better or safer rule to guide the 
conduct than the revealed will of God. Men’s judgments 
may be widely astray (Prov.14:12; 21:2; Acts26:9). It is 
not what is right in the eyes of men, but what is right in the 
sight of the Lord, that we are bound to do.—And served the 
Baalim: Baalim is the Hebrew plural of “ Baal,” as “seraphim” 
of “seraph,” or “cherubim” of “cherub.” Baal, meaning lord or 
master, was the name of the principal deity of the Canaanites 
and of contiguous nations. As worshiped in different locali- 
ties, with different appellations, as Baal-berith (Judg. 8 : 33), 
Baal-peor (Num. 25: 3), Baal-zebub (2 Kings 1 : 6), and dif- 
ferent attributes, he is spokes of in the plural number. Bel 
of the Babylonians is but a different pronunciation of the 
same name (Isa. 46:1). Asoveof the most familiarly known 
and extensively worshiped of the heathen deities, his name 
is used for false gods in general. Thus it is used with evident 
reference to Moloch (Jer. 19: 5; 32: 35), to the golden calves 
at Bethel and Dan (Hos. 2: 8), and to the deified host of 
heaven (Jer. 82 : 29; comp. 19: 13). 

Verse 12.—And they forsook Jehovah: It was the habit of 
the heathen to worship variéus gods, that they might incur 
the hostility of none and gain the favor of all. The attempt 





Book of Judges, which opens with an account of various 


might thus be made to combine the wership of Jehovah with 






















































































































































































































































or whether they for the time abandoned the service of Jeho- 


‘ holy God to that which is more congenial to a corrupt nature, 
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that of Baal (2 Kings 17: 88). Whether the Israelites thus 
kept up the form of worshiping Jehovah at his sanctuary at 
the same time that they sacrificed at the altars of other gods, 


vah altogether, in either case they were chargeable with for- 
saking him. For he will not accept divided homage (Exod. 
20: 3,23; Deut.6:4). To associate idols with him, whether 
in gross material forms or in the more subtle idolatry of the 
heart’ (Ezek. 14: 3,4; Matt. 6: 24; Col. 3:5), is in his 
esteem not to serve him at all. The constant disposition of 
the carnal heart to turn away from the service of a pure and 


is abundantly illustrated in this and subsequent periods of 
the history of Israel, as well as in the corruptions which even 
in apostolic days and from that time onward infected the 
Christian Church, The idolatry of Israel is here distinctly 
declared to have been a departure from the true service of 
God which had previously prevailed among them. And this 
is the uniform representation of the Scriptures elsewhere. 
Unbelieving critics regard their idolatry, not as an apostasy 
from a former purer worship, but as their primitive condition 
from which they were gradually elevatéd by the prophets; 
in which they are in direct and open contradiction with all 
the statements and facts of the history. The grossness of 
Israel’s sin is here set forth first by the description given of 
the Deity, whom they forsook,—Jehovah, the Being of infinite 
perfections, the supreme and only true object of worship; 
the God of their fathers, in whose service they had been trained, 
and of whose claims upon their homage, and the unnumbered 
benefits conferred by him in the past and in the present, they 
could not be ignorant ; who brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
this signal deliverance, in which his power and grace were 
exhibited, humbling the mightiest monarch on earth, rescuing 
Israel from oppression, and constituting them, not only a 
nation, but his own chosen people. Their guilt is further 
shown by what is said of the objects of worship to which they 
addicted themselves.—And followed other gods: The language 
here used is with express allusion to the first and second com- 
mandments, as well as to the preface to the Ten Command- 
ments (Exod. 20: 2, 3,5). Other gods so called, which are 
ho gods, which cannot help or save (Deut. 32 : 16, 17, 37-89), 
which were impotent idols (Psa. 115 : 4-9), or base, degrading 
conceptions of a divine being (Rom. 1 : 23).—Of the gods of 
the peoples that were round about them: Alien to them, with 
whom they were forbidden to have communication, whose 
moral corruption corresponded to their degraded worship.— 
And bowed themselves down to them: The humiliating spectacle 
of men prostrating themselves before the work of their own 
hands is a frequent subject of irony in the Prophets (Isa. 44: 
15-19).—And they provoked Jehovah to anger : God’s righteous 
detestation of sin, and his settled determination to punish it, 
is expressed in the language of men. 

Verse 13,—Such repetitions as are elsewhere made a pre- 
text for parceling a passage among different hypothetical 
writers here are evidently from one pen, And it-is not an 
Uunmeaning redundancy, but indicates the strong impression 
upon the mind of the author made by the fact to which he 
thus recurs again and again, in order to produce, if possible, 
a like impression on the minds of his readers.— The Ashtaroth : 
This is the plural of the name Ashtoreth (1 Kings 11 : 5), 
or, in its Greek form, Astarte,—a goddess corresponding, in a 


associated with the moon as Baal with the sun —the former 
representing the productive forces of nature as shown in the 
fertile soil; and the latter the fertilizing influences, such as 
those exerted by the sun and rain. 

Verse 14—Anger was kindled: On account of the heat of 
passion as exhibited amongst men, and its destructive effects, 
anger is spoken of as a fire (Deut. 32: 22). Israel was pun- 
ished by being subjected to enemies who oppressed and plun- 
dered them. They were invincible with God on their side 
(Lev. 26: 7,8; Deut. 32 ; 30), but were reduced to helpless 
weakness without him.—Sold them: The figure is drawn from 
the sale of captives or slaves into bondage. Their divine 
protector and Lord surrendered them to the power of their 
foes as though they were their lawful property, and he 
renounced altogether his claim upon them. 

Verse 15.— Whithersoever they went out: In every enterprise 
which they undertook, or every campaign in which they 
engaged.— The hand of Jehovah was against them: Their 
defeats and losses were, not accidental, nor due to merely 
natural causes, but were punitive inflictions sent by the Lord 
as the penalty of their misdeeds—As Jehovah had spoken: 
They had been abundantly and explicitly warned that such 
would be the inevitable consequence of their transgression 
(Lev. 26 : 21, 24); so that not only God’s justice and holi- 
ness, but his truth, constrained him to punish them, The 
inexorable character of the laws of nature, the certainty and 
the necessity with which the penalty follows the violation of 
those laws, is but an image of the inviolable nature of God’s 
moral law.—And they were sore disiressed: Nevertheless, these 
grievous inflictions were with a merciful design. They were 
not merely deserved punishments, they were fatherly chastise- 
ments. The severity was that of love, which laid upon them 
more than they could endure, and brought them into straits 


purpose of obliging them to feel their misery without God, 
and thus bringing them back to him, 

Verse 16.—And Jehovah raised wp judges: These were not 
ordinary judicial officers for-the settlement of private con- 
troversies, but extraordinary leaders, to vindicate the rights 
of Israel in their controversy with their foes, and to redress 
their national grievances. They were directly appointed 
and raised up by God himself. The spirit of God came upon 
them (Judg. 3: 10), qualifying them for their work, which 
was not, like the Prophets, to be the organs of divine revela- 
tion, and of the communication of God’s will to men, but to 
be God’s instrument of delivering the people and chastising 
their foes, And a leadership begun for this special purpose 
was sometimes continued afterwards, in more peaceful times; 
so that the judge exercised the functions of supreme magis- 
trate during his life. 

Verse 17.—They hearkened not unto their judges: The influ- 
ence of the judge was but partial and temporary, and did not 
result in the permanent reformation of the people. In spite 
of all the favor shown them by the Lord through their judge, 
they relapsed again.—For they played the harlot after other 
gods: Idolatry is always represented as the basest and most 
shameful of crimes. Israel was wedded to the Lord in a 
covenant of holy love; and the guilt of forsaking God was 
like that of an unfaithful wife deserting her loving husband 
for some unworthy profligate, to her own utter disgrace and 
ruin.— But they did not so: They did not follow the example 
of their pious parents. 

Verse 18.—It repented Jehovah because of -their groaning 
God has a tender pity for his suffering people, even when 
their suffering is the direct consequence of their own dis- 
obedience. He used alternately measures of severity and of 
kindness, that thus he might recall Israel to a sense of their 
duty and attach them to his service. 

Verse 19.—The natural tendency of corruption, physical 
or moral, is to become yet more corrupt. Later generations 
became more emboldened in sin, and went to yet greater 
lengths than those who had preceded them.— When the judge 
was dead: It is a striking testimony to the salutary influence 
of good men, that they proved such a check upon evil during 
their life, and that it was only when they were removed by 
deatb that the relapse occurred.—They ceased not from their 
doings: This propensity to apostatize from the pure and holy 
service of God, and the preference for the corrupt and grovel- 
ing worship of heathenism, shows plainly that the religion 
of Jehovah was not a natural product of the Israelitish mind, 
but that it was of supernatural origin, that it was a power 
exerted from above, upon a people prone of themselves to 
turn away from God.—Nor from their stubborn way: Men 
stubbornly persist in evil, notwithstanding all the influences 
which are gathered about them to constrain them -into the 
right course, in spite of warnings and instruction and the evil 
consequences of their misdeeds. 

Verse 20.—As the provocations of Israel increase, so do 
the manifestations of the divine displeasure.—This nation: 
God does not say “ my people,” which would indicate his rela- 
tion to them and affection for them, but “this nation,” thus 
placing them, as it were, on a level with other surrounding 
nations, who, as heathen, were afar from God, and recog- 
nized no relationship to him.— Have transgressed my covenant, 
which was enacted at Sinai, establishing a special bond 
between God and Israel, in which they pledge themselves to 
be his obedient people, and he to be their guardian God. 
This was made with their fathers, but was still binding in 
equal measure upon them. 

Verse 21.—I also will not henceforth: When a covenant is 
violated by one party, the other party is released from its 
stipulations, God had engaged to make them victorious 
over all their foes (Exod. 23 : 27, 28); but in consequence of 
their disobedience he will not do this, 

Verse 22.—One reason why the Lord did not drive out the 
Canaanites before them, was that they might remain to test 
Israel’s fidelity in his service; and thus their sin became 
their punishment. Their disregard of the divine command 
to expel the Canaanites led to the Lord’s withdrawal of that 
almighty aid, which was necessary to their success in so doing. 
And thus these idolaters were left, by whom they were 
contaminated and led into sins, which provoked additional 
judgments, Temptations put those who are exposed to them 
to the test. A person who does not fall into a particular sin 
because he has never been under temptation to commit it, 
exhibits no great strength of virtue. It is they who, though 
tempted, nevertheless stand firm in what is right, who both 
manifest and develop virtue. 

Verse 23— Without driving them out hastily: There was a 
twofold design in not accomplishing the expulsion of the 
Canaanites immediately. One was for the advantage of the 
people themselves, even though they were thoroughly loyal 
and true to the Lord’s service, They could not people the 
whole land at once, and hence some of the formez inhabitants 
were suffered to remain until Israel was so increased as to 
occupy it in its full extent (Exod. 23 : 29, 30). But the 
foreseen delinquency of the people supplied another reason. 
The presence of these idolaters in the land was a constant 





from which they could not extricate themselves, for the very 


enticement to Israel to follow their pernicious example. It 





themselves in guilt; but if they had spurned the temptation, 
and maintained their stedfastness in spite of it, it would have 
reacted to their spiritual profit. While it is the height. of 
folly to expose one’s self néedlessly to temptation, unavoid- 
able temptations may, by God’s overruling grace, be made a 
means of strengthening and purification to those who sted- 
fastly resist them. 
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SUGGESTIVE JOTTINGS. 


BY THE REV. ALFRED EDERSHEIM, PH.D., D.D. 


1. The passage under consideration furnishes, so to speak, 
a frame in which the portraits of the several “judges” whom 
God raised up for the deliverance and rule of Israel are 
inserted. With the death of Joshua ceased what may be 
called the orderly succession of divinely appointed leaders, 
Israel had entered on a new stage in their national history 
since they were in settled possession of their land. And with 
it commenced, almost necessarily, a new condition of spiritual 
relations. After the solemn covenant in which the hation as 
such had renounced all foreign worship, and vowed its 
allegiance unto God, came the time of self-choice and inde- 
pendent determination, in which it would appear what was 
the real relation alike to Jahveh and to the gods of the 
nations around. So to speak, Israel had reached the period 
of full age, and taken upon itself its vows and responsibilities, 
Any direct interference on the part of God would have been 
not only inconsistent with the present position of the people, 
but would have rendered the new stage of spiritual self-govern- 
ment impossible, and so would have arrested the progress of 
Israel’s history. For the three and a half centuries or so of 
the period of “the judges” formed only an interlude—although 
one necessary—in the progress of development from Moses and 
Joshua to David. The only direct divine interposition was 
when Jahveh, in compassion of the sufferings of his people, 
raised up for them temporary deliverers (Judg. 2: 16, 18), 
under whose rule they at least partially and temporarily 
returned to him who had given them such help in their sore 
need (v. 17). 

2. The general view just presented may help to explain 
several points in this history. “The judges” were not a 
regular order or succession of rulers, nor did they reign over 
the whole country, nor even successively; but, in the first 
place, were men whom God raised up for the temporal deliv- 
erance of Israel when groaning under the oppression of their 
political enemies, and who afterwards exercised a certain 
amount of rule over the tribe or tribes, or the portion of the 
land to which they had given freedom from their oppressors, 
The political as distinct from the spiritual character of the 
deliverance which they wrought, explains how God oftentimes 
gave help through men whose acts and spirituality are some- 
times certainly not in accordance with the standard of the 
New Testament. And yet, for all that, they were, as the 
Epistle to the Hebrews notes, heroes of faith (Heb. 11 : 32). 
This, first, because the public conduct and bearing of a man 
must manifestly be judged, not according to a standard yet 
far beyond view, but by a comparison with the men of his 
own time, and the standpoint of moral knowledge then 
attained. In truth, “the judges” were representative Israel- 
ites,—representatives of their time and of the condition of 
their countrymen. Hence the reader will notice, together 
with the growing corruption of Israel, a decline in the char- 
acters of the judges from Othniel to Samson. And yet as it 
was needful that such deliverers should be raised up if Israel 
was not to perish, in part or in whole, so, on the other hand, 
could divine help not be withheld, even although these 
“judges” were only representative men of their own period. 
But in yet another and higher sense may “the judges” be 
designated as heroes of faith. For however they differed, or 
in whatever respect they fell short of the absolute standard, 
all they did was undertaken and carried on in faith,—faith 
in Jahveh as the God of Israel, in his help in the past and 
in his direct presence with them, as well as in the future of 
Israel asthe people of God. It was this faith which distin- 
guished them from their contemporaries who had spiritually 
intermingled with the nations and the gods around them. 

8. Yet another point seems now clear to us, We can 
understand the meaning of the expression that Jahveh did 
not drive out the nations which Joshua left when he died, in 
order ‘that through them” he might “ prove Israel, whether 
they will keep the way of Jahveh” (Josh. 2: 21, 22), Cer 
tain critics have with little consideration imagined an incon- 
sistency between this and previous statements on the same 
subject. It is quite true that in Exodus 23: 29, 30, the gradual 
expulsion of the Canaanite nations was promised as a boon, 
since their sudden and immediate removal, before Israel was 
prepared to occupy their place, might manifestly lead to 
physical dangers, such as the multiplication of wild beasts 
The same statement is repeated in Deuteronomy 7 : 22. But 
then the continuance of these nations was to be temporary, 
for a definite purpose and in mercy, while God pledged him- 
self to aid and give complete and easy success to his people 
in their ultimate work of expulsion (comp, Exod. 23 : 27, 28; 
84:11; Deut. 4:38; 7:1, 23, 24; 9:1; 11; 23; 31: 3) 





was a temptation to which they yielded, and thus involved 





Nay, Jahveh fighting for them, one man would chase a thow 
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sand (Josh. 23: 10). But now the relation was completely 
changed. Israel had “transgressed” the “covenant” of 
Jahveh (Judg. 2: 20). This breach of the covenant did not 
indeed consist in Israel’s ceasing to make war on the surround- 
ing nations, although it manifested itself in this. When 
Israel turned out of the way of their fathers, and forsook 
Jahveh to serve Baalim and Ashtaroth, the ground in prin- 
ciple for the expulsion of the surrounding nations was re- 
moved. They mingled with them, and, in measure, became 
conformed to them. The expulsion of the Canaanites might 
be a question of policy; it could no longer be one of religion 
and principle. Hence Jahveh could no more be on their 
side, nor fight for them. On the contrary, he would now 
allow these nations to remain, that “through them” he might 
“prove Israel” (Judg. 2: 22). The presence of the Canaan- 
ites in the midst of Israel became, in point of fact, a continuous 
moral and spiritual test of Israel and of their religious condi- 
tion. We venture to say that this places the wars of Israel 
with the Canaanites in an entirely new and spiritual light. 
It shows them to have been the test and the measure of their 
faithful allegiance to Jahveh and his service. Nor is this 
other lesson far to seek: that the promises of God and our 
ewn success are not bound to any mere outward performance 
even of what is duty, but are connected with that inward and 
spiritual obedience and allegiance which are the outcome of 
real heart-service to God. 

Of the various characteristics of the period of the judges 
we can in the present paper note only one, although it is, in 
a sense, that which determines all the others. It is the lapse 
of Israel into the idolatry around them. Yet it would be 
erroneous to suppose that their forsaking of Jahveh implied 
the renunciation of either their ancestral God or their ances- 
tral worship and profession. It was the corruption rather 
than the abandonment of religion, the mingling of that 
which was not only false, but utterly debasing,*with that 
which was true. Modern research has cast much fresh light 
on the character of the worship of the Canaanitish races by the 
discovery and interpretation of ancient inscriptions, and by 
tracing the spread of these rites from country to country, with 
slightly varying designations of the objects of worship and 
modification in practices. Nameless as the abominations are 
with which we have perforce been rendered familiar as 
characteristic of the religion of the Canaanitish races, we 
have, happily, been also able to reach another and better 
result. However widely Israel may have corrupted their 
way by conformity to heathen practices, a comparison with 
the Hebrew records incontestably shows that these were only 
later additions and perversions, while originally the religion 
of Israel was simple and pure, and their worship that of the 
one living and true God. To put it plainly, while the 
neighboring nations were polytheists, and their religion 
the most debased nature-worship, Israel were not.only mono- 
theists, but enjoyed the light of the purest and most elevated 
revelation. Truly, God was in Israel; and of this the prac- 
tical evidence is indisputable. 

Following the researches of a recent scholar, the differences 
between the Hebrews, even in their spiritual decline, and 
their heathen neighbors, may be summed up under the fol- 
lowing three particulars: First, in allynature-worship, such 
as that of the Canaanite races, the divine principle is always 
conceived as both male and female—productive and receptive. 
By the side of Baal there is Astarte; of Moloch, Milkat; of 
Anu, Anat, and so onward. But so thoroughly different is 


the Hebrew conception of God that the language has not even | 


aword for goddess. Secondly, whereas the heathen Semites 
converted the predicates of the deity into names of special 
gods, there is no analogon to this in the Old Testament. 
Baal, Moloch, Adon, and others, which, among the Pheeni- 
cians and other Semitic tribes, are the names of so many 
gods, appear in the Old Testament only as appellatives 
of Jahveh. Lastly, although it is true that at certain 
times a large number of foreign gods were introduced in 
Israel, yet this is always characterized as non-Israelitish, 
and as absolutely and unconditionally condemned by the 
religion of Israel. 


University of Oxford, England. 





ISRAEL’S OBSTINACY AND GOD’S 
PATIENCE. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


This lesson sums up the Book of Judges, and also the his- 
tory of Israel for over four hundred years. Like the overture 
of an oratorio, it sounds the main themes of the story which 
follows. That story has four chapters, repeated with dreary 
monotony over and over again. They are: Relapse into idola- 
try, retribution, respite and deliverance, and brief return to 
God. The last of these phases soon passes into fresh relapse, 
and then the old round is gone all over again, as regularly 
as the white and red lights and the darkness come round in 
4 revolving lighthouse lantern, or the figures in a circulating 
decimal fraction, That sad phrase which begins this lesson, 
“The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord,” is 
repeated at the beginning of each new record of apostasy, on 
which duly follow, as outlined here, the oppression by the 
enemy, the raising up of a deliverer, the gleam of brightness 





which dies with him, and then, da capo, “the children of 
Israel did evil,” and all the rest, The names change, but 
the incidents are the same. There is something extremely 
impressive in this uniformity of the plan of the book, which 
thus sets in so strong light the persistence through genera- 
tions of the same bad strain in the nation’s blood, and the 
unwearying patience of God. The story of these successive 
recurrences of the same sequence of events occupies the book 
to the end of Chapter 16, and the remainder of it is taken up 
with two wild stories deeply stained with the lawlessness and 
moral laxity of these anarchic times. We may best bring 
out the force of this lesson by considering in their order the 
four stages signalized. 

1, The first is the continual tendency to relapse into idola- 
try. The fact itself, and the frank prominence given to it in 
the Old Testament, are both remarkable. As to the latter, 
certainly, if the Old Testament histories have the same origin 
as the chronicles of other nations, they present most anoma- 
lous features, Where do we find any other people whose 
annals contain nothing that can minister to national vanity, 
and have for one of their chief themes the sins of the nation ? 
The history of Israel, as told in Scripture, is one lung indict- 
ment of Israel. The peculiarity is explicable, if we believe 
that, whoever or how numerous soever its authors, God was 
its true author, as he is its true theme, and that the object of 
its histories is not to tell the deeds of Israel, but those of God 
for Israel. \ 

As to the fact of the continual relapses into idolatry, noth- 
ing could be more natural than that the recently received 
and but imperfectly assimilated revelation of the one God, 
with its stringent requirements of purity, and its severe pro- 
hibition of idols, should easily slip off these rude and merely 
outward worshipers. Joshua’s death without a successor, the 
dispersion of the tribes, the difficulty of communication, when 
much of the country was still in the hands of its former pos- 
sessors, would all weaken the sense of unity, which was too 
recent to be firm, and would expose the isolated Israelites to 
the full force of the temptation to idolatry. It is difficult for 
us fairly to judge the immense strain required for resistance 
to it. The conception of one sole God was too high to be 
easily retained. A shrine without a deity seemed bare and 
empty. The law stringently bridled passions which the 
hideous worship of the Canaanites stimulated. No wonder 
that, when the first generation of the conquerors had passed 
away, their successors lapsed into the universal polytheism, 
with its attendant idolatry andimmorality. Instead of think- 
ing of the Israelites as monsters of ingratitude and back- 
sliding, we come nearer the truth, and make a better use of 
the history, when we see in it a mirror which shows us our 
own image. The strong earthward pull is ever acting on us, 
and, unless God hold us up, we too shall slide downwards, 
“Hath a nation changed their gods, which yet are no gods, 
but my people hath changed their glory for that which doth 
not profit?” Idolatry and worldliness are persistent; for 
they are natural. Firm adherenee to God is less common, 
because it goes against the strong forces, within and without, 
which bind us to earth. 

Apparently the relapses into idolatry did not imply the 
entire abandonment of the worship of Jehovah, but the wor- 
ship of Baalim and Ashtaroth along with it. Such illegiti- 
mate mixing up of deities was accordant with the very essence 
of polytheism, and repugnant to that of the true worship of 
God. The one may be tolerant, the other cannot be. To 
unite Baal with Jehovah was to forsake Jehovah. 

These continual relapses have an important bearing on 
the question of the origin of the “ Jewish conception of God.” 
They are intelligible only if we take the old-fashioned explana- 
tion, that its origin was a divine revelation, given to a rude 
people. They are unintelligible if we take the new-fashioned 
explanation that the monotheism of Israel was the product 
of natural evolution, or was anything but a treasure put by 
God into their hands, which they did not appreciate, and 
would willingly have thrown away. The foul Canaanitish 
worship was the kind of thing which, if left to themselves, 
they would have wallowed in. How came such people by 
such thoughts as these? The history of Israel’s idolatry is 
not-the least conclusive proof of the supernatural revelation 
which made Israel’s religion. 

2. Note the swift following retribution. We have two 
sections in the lesson dealing with this, each introduced by 
that terrible phrase, which recurs so often in the subsequent 
parts of the book, “ The anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel.” That phrase is no sign of a lower conception of 
God than the gospel brings. Wrath is an integral part of 
love, when the lover is perfect righteousness and the loved 
are sinful. The most terrible anger is the anger of perfect 
gentleness, as expressed in that solemn paradox of the apostle 
of love, when he speaks of “the wrath of the Lamb.” God 
was angry with Israel because he loved them, and desired 
their love, for their own good. The fact of his choice of the 
nation for his own and the intensity of his love were shown 
no less by the swift certainty with which suffering dogged 
sin, than by the blessings which crowned obedience. The 
first section, referring to the punishment, is in verses 14 and 
15, which seems to describe mainly the defeats and plunder- 
ings which outside surrounding nations inflicted. The brief 


description is extraordinarily energetic. It ascribes all their 
miseries to God’s direct act. He “delivered” them over, 
or, as the next clause says still more strongly, “sold” them 
to plunderers, who stripped them bare. Their defeats were 
the result of his having thus ceased to regard them as his, 
But though he had “sold” them, he had not done with them; 
for it was not only the foeman’s hand that struck them, but 
God’s “ hand was against them,” and its grip crushed them, 
His judgments were not occasional, but continuous, and went 
with them whithersoever they went. Everything went 
wrong with them; there were no gleams breaking the black 
thunder-cloud. God’s anger darkened the whole sky, and 
blasted the whole earth. And the misery was the more 
miserable and awful because it had all been foretold, and in 
it God was but doing “as he had said” and sworn. It is a 
dreadful picture of the all-withering effect of God’s anger,— 
a picture which is repeated in inmost verity in many an out- 
wardly prosperous life to-day. 

The second section is in verses 20-23, and describes the 
consequence of the relapse in reference to the surviving 
Canaanite and other tribes in the land itself. Note that 
“nation” in verse 20 is the usual term applied, not to Israel, 
but to the Gentile peoples; and that its use here seems equiva- 
lent to cancelling the choice of Israel as a peculiar people, 
and reducing them to the level of the other nations in 
Canaan, to whom the same name is applied in verse 21. The 
stern words which are here put into the mouth of God may 
possibly refer to the actual message recorded in the first 
verses of the chapter; but, more probably, “the Lord said” 
does not here mean any divine communication, but only the 
divine resolve, conceived as spoken to himself. It embodies 
the divine lex talionis. The punishment is analogous to the 
crime, Israel had broken the covenant; God would not keep 
his promise. That involves a great principle as to all God’s 
promises,—that they are all conditional, and voidable by men’s 
failure to fulfil their conditions. Observe, too, that the pun- 
ishment is the retention of the occasions of the sin. Is not 
that, too, a law of the divine procedure to-day? Whips to 
scourge us are made of our pleasant vices. Sin is the pun- 
ishment of sin. If we yield to some temptation, part of the 
avenging retribution is that the temptation abides by us, and 
has power over us. The Canaanites whom we have allowed 
to lead us astray will stay beside us when their power to 
seduce us is done, and will pull off their masks and show 
themselves for what they are, our spoilers and foes. 

The rate of Israel’s conquest was determined by Israel’s 
faithful adherence to God. That is a standing law. Victory 
for us in all the good fight of life depends on our cleaving te 
him, and forsaking all other. 

The divine motive, if we may so say, in leaving the unsub- 
dued nations in the land, was to provide the means of proving 
Israel. Would it not have been better, since Israel was so 
weak, to secure for it an untempted period? Surely, it is 
strange way of helping a man who has stumbled, to make 
provision that future occasions of stumbling shall lie on his 
path. But so the perfect wisdom which is perfect love ever 
ordains. There shall be no unnatural greenhouse shelter 
provided for weak plants. The liability to fall imposes the 
necessity of trial, but the trial does not impose the necessity 
of falling. The Devil tempts, because he hopes that we shall 
fall. God tries, in order that we may stand, and that our feet 
may be strengthened by the trial. “I cannot praise a 
fugitive and cloistered virtue, unexercised and unbreathed, 
that never sallies out and sees her adversary, but slinks out 
of the race, where that immortal garland is to be run for,— 
not without dust and heat.” 

8. Respite and deliverance are described in verses 16 and 
18. The Revised Version has wisely substituted a simple 
“and” for “nevertheless” at the beginning of verse 16, The 
latter word implies that the raising up of the judges was a 
reversal of what had gone before; “and” implies that it 
was a continuation. And its use here is not merely an in- 
stance of inartificial Hebrew style, but carries the lesson that 
God’s judgment and deliverance come from the same source, 
and are harmonious parts of one educational process. Nor is 
this thought negatived by the statement in verse 18 that “it 
repented the Lord.” That strong metaphorical ascription to 
him of human emotion simply implies that his action, which 
of necessity is the expression of his will, was changed. The 
will of the moment before had been to punish; the will of 
the next moment was to deliver, because their “ groaning” 
showed that the punishment had done its work. But the 
two wills were one in ultimate purpose, and the two sets of 
acts were equally and harmoniously parts of one design. 
The surgeon is carrying out one plan when he cuts deep into 
quivering flesh, and when he sews up the wounds which he 
himself has made. God’s deliverances are linked to his 
chastisements by “and,” not by “nevertheless.” We need 
not discuss that remarkable series of judges, who were cham- 
pions rather than the peaceful functionaries whom we under- 
stand by the name. 
with their names make the bulk of this book, and move the 
most peace-loving among us like the sound of a trumpet. 
These wild warriors, with many a roughness and flaw in their 
characters, of whom no saintly traits are recorded, are yet 





treated in this section as directly inspired, and as continually 


The vivid and stirring stories associated _ 
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upheld by God. The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews | 
claims some of them as heroes of “faith” And one chief 

lesson for us to learn, as we look on the strange garb in which 

in them faith has arrayed itself, and the strange work which 

it does in nerving hands to strike with sharp swords, is the 

oneness of the principle amid the most diverse manifesta- 

tions, and the nobleness and strength which the sense of 

belonging to God, and the reliance on his help, breathe into 

the rudest life and shed over the wildest scenes. 

These judges were raised up indiscriminately from dif- 
ferent tribes. They belonged to different ranks, and were of 
different occupations, One of them wasawoman. The when 
and the where and the how of their appearance were incal- 
culable. They authenticated their commission by no miracles 
except victory. For a time they started to the front, and then 
passed, leaving no successors, and founding no dynasty. They 
were an entirely unique order, plainly raised up by God, and 
drawing all their power from him. Let us be thankful for 
the weaknesses, and even sins, recorded of some of them, and 
for the boldness with which the book traces the physical 
strength of a Samson, in spite of his wild animalism, and the 
bravery of a Jephthah, notwithstanding his savage vow and 
subsequent lapse into idolatry, to God’s inspiration. Their 
faith was limited, and acted but imperfectly on their moral 
nature; but it was true faith in the judgment of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews. Their work was rough and bloody, and 
they were rough tools, as such work needed; but it was 
God’s work, and he had made them for his instruments, in 
the judgment of the Book of Judges. If we try to understand 
the reasons for such judgments, we may learn some useful 
lessons, 

4. A word only can be given to the last stage in the dreary 
round, It comes back to the first. The religion of the 
delivered people lasted as long as the judge’s life. When he 
died, it died. There is intense bitterness in the remark to 
that effect in verse 19, Did God then die with the judge? 
Was it Samson, or Jehovah, that had delivered? Why 
should the death of the instrument affect gratitude to the 
hand that gave it itsedge? What a lurid light is thrown 
back on the reality of their return to God py the swift 
relapse! If it needed a human hand to keep them from 
departing, had they ever come near? We may press the 
questions to ourselves; for none of us knows how much of our 
religion is owing to the influence of men upon us, or how 
much of it would drop away if we were left to ourselves, 

This miserable repetition of the same weary round of sin, 
punishment, respite, and renewed sin, sets in a strong light the 
two great wonders of man’s obstinate persistency in unfaith- 
fulness and sin, and of God’s unwearied persistency in dis- 
cipline and patient forgiveness, His charity suffers long and is 
kind, is not easily provoked. We can weary out all forbear- 
ance but his, which is endless. We weary him indeed, but 
we do not weary him out, with our iniquities. Man’s sin 
stretches far; but God’s patient love overlaps it. It lasts 
long; but God’s love is eternal. It resists miracles of chas- 
tisement and love; but he does not cease his use of the rod 
and the staff. We can tire out all other forbearance, but not 
his. And however old and obstinate our rebellion, he waits 
to pardon, and smites but to heal. 

Manchester, England. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D, 


Fourteen judges ruled Israel four hundred and fifty years. 
Tt was long enough for any tares not rooted out to grow, 
Palestine was the fountain-head of idolatry. Satan’s seat 
was there. God meant to conquer that citadel, It would 
have been easy for him to have led his people to the heart of 
Ethiopia and made it the Light Continent; but he gave to 
his peculiar people the great honor of overturning the worst, 
because the most voluptuous, of false religions, Probably 
Baal and Ashtaroth would have debauched the entire earth 
but for this conflict. 

To defeat this was Jehovah’s greatest work on earth at the 
time, Alas! the people were not as great asthe work. They 
tmade seven apostasies and endured seven servitudes; they 
fenounced it as often (1 Sam. 7 : 4), only to fall into its 
deadlier allurement and bewitcheries again. 

For this the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel (v. 14). 
How different was his watering of their muscles, confusion of 
their reeling faculties, delivering them to their enemies, his 
hand against them whithersoever they went, instead of the 
old dealing when they served the holy God, and not a whore- 
some Ashtaroth. 

In it all, mercy tempered justice, and severity only sought 
to bring men back to righteousness. The Lord raised them 
up judges; and he was with the judge, and delivered them 
out of the hand of their enemies. The Lord’s heart was 
bleeding over the oppressions of his people (v. 18). 

The judges were not chosen from any one family or tribe. 
Legitimacy of descent did not insure perfect fidelity to law 
then, nor since. Any good man like Moses or Joshua was 
found and put in authority. But when a judge died, they 





corrupted themselves worse than their fathers (v.19). ‘This 
abows thai the reformation was net radical, but superficial, 


actuated by fear, punishment, exhortation of the judge,—not 
from an inner aversion to sin. ‘ 

All this was because Israel was not faithful in earlier days 
in cutting off, and rooting out, and sowing with salt, all germs 
of idolatry. 

To hold anything dearer than God is idolatry, and it is not 
all exterminated yet. 


Denver, Colo. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


The children of Israel did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord (vy. 11). A great many things that are evil in the 
sight of the Lord are not evil in the sight of man. And, as 
a rule, men are more careful not to do things that are evil in 
man’s sight, than not to do things that are evil in God’s 
sight. The commonest standard of well-doing is the standard 
which the community about one counts the correct standard. 
So long as a man does as well as his neighbors think he 
ought to do, he is likely to think that he does pretty well. 
The next higher standard is for a man to do that which he 
himself thinks is right,—to “do as well as he knows how.” 
If a man gets to that point, he is tolerably well satisfied him- 
self. But the only correct standard of right is that which is 
right in God’s sight. Even though a man’s neighbors com- 
mend his course, and his conscience approves it, unless it is 
right in God’s sight, it is still a wrong course. Not what 
you or I suppose to be right, but what God knows to be right, 
is the safe standard for either of us—or for anybody else. 

They forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers, which brought 
them out of the land of Egypt (v.12). A man is uneasy in the 
nominal service of God when he knows he is neither serving 
God nor is willing to serve him. As soon as a man begins to 
do deliberately that which he knows God would not have 
him do, he wants to be rid of God’s oversight and control. 
It makes no difference how much God has done for him, his 
wish is to be free from having to do anything for God. 
Whenever you find a man complaining of God’s government, 
or scofling at the thought of God’s loving ministry to him, 
you may be pretty sure that that man has been doing that 
which he knew to be wrong in God’s sight; and that now he 
is trying to think that God is wrong in his sight, 

They forsook the Lord, and served Baal and the Ashtaroth 
(v.13). Forsaking the Lord is not getting free from severe 
service, Every man must serve some spiritual ruler. If it 
is not the Lord, it is Baal and the Ashtaroth, or the Devil 
and his angels, And, after all, the freest man in the world 
is he who is the willing and loving servant of the Lord; 
while the worst used slave in the universe is he who serves 
the Devil in the hope of having his own way for a little time 
in the life that now is. 

Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the Lord was against 
them for evil: ... and they were sore distressed (v.15). If the 
guns of our government are trained against the enemies of 
our government, those guns will be on our side as long as we 
are on the side of the government. But if we desert our 
government, and go over to the enemies of the government, 
those very guns which were our defense become a source of 
constant peril to us. Wherever we go, as long ss we are 
deserters, the guns of the government are against us for evil, 
and we are likely to be sore distressed by them, It is not 
that the government has changed, nor yet that the direction 
of the guns has been varied; but it is that we have changed 
our position, and have set ourselves against the guns that 
were trained for our protection, and that would be protecting 
us now if we were where we ought to be. 

And the Lord raised up judges, which saved them out of the 
hand of those thai spoiled them.... For tt repented the Lord 
because of their groaning by reason of them that oppressed them 
and vexed them (vs. 16-18). Whatever is meant by “the anger 
of the Lord” that “was kindled against” his wayward peo- 
ple, it is evident that he loved them tenderly all the while. 
Even though the guns of his government must thunder 
against them so long as they were giving him battle, he was 
sending out men to rescue them from those who oppressed 
them, and he was grieved that they had to suffer from their 
evil as they did. Our God isa loving God; and even though 
we should turn against him and bear ourselves as his enemies, 
his love for us would neither cease nor change. And while 
we are disobedient and reprobate, we are the constant recipi- 
ents of his ministry of love. 

But it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they turned 
back, and dealt more corruptly than their fathers ; .. . they ceased 
not from their doings, nor from their stubborn way (v.19). How 
much those ancient Jews were like our modern Christians! 
How their ways did try the Lord’s forbearance! How the 
Lord’s forbearance is tried by our ways! “ My boy is always 
sinning and always repenting,” said a troubled mother about 
her wayward and fitful son. Some of us are always reform- 
ing and always backsliding. Yet the Lord bears with us as 
he bore with the Jews. And when it seems to us that the 
Jews were peculiarly ungrateful, let us strive to be in advance 
of them at this point. 

He said, Because this nation have transgressed my covenant; 
oo eZ also will not henceforth drive out any from before them of 





the nations which Joshua left: .. . that by them I may prove Israel, 
whether they will keep the way of the Lord,... or not (vs, 20-22). 
It is a fearful thought that God finally lets men choose for 
themselves whether they shall serve him or not. He invites 
them to be in his service. He tries all the means he can 
wisely and lovingly employ to induce them toserve him. But 
at the last he leaves it to them to be with him or with those 
who oppose him, as they may prefer. And there can be ne 
punishment of men more terrible than to permit them to be 
permanently the companions of the evil-doers whom they 
have chosen as their companions, God be praised that there 
is yet the opportunity of seeing the curse of such companion- 
ship, and of turning away from it to the loving service of God! 


Philadelphia. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. ¥, SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


At last Joshua died. The people of his generation followed 
the Lord, as did also those of the next generation. Then 
began various backslidings, and, as sure as cause produces 
effect, so surely their wanderings produced misery. They 
wanted to be like the nations that were around them, a thing 
against which God had especially warned them. Sothey copied 
them in their idolatries, as well as in other things, These 
idolatries were of the most debasing character, and some of 
them involved the practice of immoral rites and ceremonies 
that were against the Ten Commandments. In consequence 


of this, God gave them over into the hands of their enemies, 


and they served them with cruel servitude; so that the people 
who could have ridden over their foes, were by them trodden 
under foot. Then, in their distress, they would cry to God, 
and he delivered them out of the hand of their oppressors, 
and restored them to prosperity again. Thus the pendulum 
swung to and fro, and had it not been for the mercy of God, 
they would have been totally devoured by their enemies. 

Let the teacher, however, make clear to the class that even 
in these evil times there were always those who were stedfast 
to the God of their fathers; for it is in these very times that 
we find such beautiful instances of family piety as that of 
Hannah and Elkanah, and of Ruth and.Naomi, as we shall 
presently see. God always had a remnant who were devoted 
to him, whom all the wickedness of. priest and people could 
in no wise move from the faith. And all such instances only 
shine out all the more clearly, just because of the surrounding 
vice. They show us that there are no circumstances in which 
it is not possible for a man to serve God, if he so desires, 

Now go back to the lesson. What was it that led the people 
to fall away from God? It was the example of those godless 
nations around them, combined with the natural sinfulness of 
their own hearts, But exactly so to-day, the evil influences 
that surround us, combined with the sinful tendencies of our 
own hearts, lead us into sin. The Christian must wage a 
perpetual warfare lest he learn to conform himself to the 
world. “Come out, and be ye separate,” saith the Lord; but 
the world is always saying, “Come in, and be one of us.” 
And there are three ways in which the believer is sorely 
tempted to heed the gu of the world. 

First, in the matter of amusements. What Christian is 
there who has not had trouble in this matter? The theatre, 
the opera, and the ball-room, all have their fascinations, and 
the world loves them all dearly. Many who call themselves 
disciples go to all such kinds of amusements, and claim that 
there is no harm in them, The young believer is fascinated 
by them, and longs to join in with the throng. To be sure, 
his conscience gives him some twinges, especially the first 
few times; but presently he becomes accustomed to the whole 
thing, and poor conscience is hushed into silence. The fact 
that nine out of ten of the plots of the plays hinge upon the 
breaking of the seventh commandment, seems to be no objec- 
tion, in their minds; and words that they would never aliow 
their lips to pronounce, they pay ‘to have the actors use. 
Thus they are entangled in the snare of the nations that 
surround them, and they lose their true spiritual life. 1t 
may be possible to go te the theatre, and yet be a Christian; 
but it is not possible to be as strong a disciple as one would 
be who abstained from these things. Theatre-going Christians 
are not, in my experience at least, earnest workers in the 
Master’s vineyard. They give little, they pray little, and 
they do little, for the coming of the Master’s kingdom. 

Second, in the matter of society, Society, in modern times, 
is like a huge whirlpool that swallows up all that comes near 
to it. The world of society is so all-absorbing that it takes 
the thoughts and the time and strength of its devotees. 
“Society people” are rarely powers in the world on the side 
of good things. They are too busy with their other ambi- 
tions. The Church is sorely tempted to enter the lists of 
competition, The richer the church-member, the more, 
attraction does he tend to find inthisline. But the “society” 
spirit has robbed the Church of rauch of her power. The 
spirit of Christ and that of modern “society” are at wide 
variance with each other, as any one can see who goes into 
the latter with his eyes open. There is very little of Christ, 
and a great deal of the world, ina modern“ party.” Look for 
your active vorkers, and you will not find them in “society.” 

Third, im the matter of business, Here, perhaps more 
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than anywhere else, the spirit of the world is wellnigh omni- 
potent. “Suocess,” in this land, means to get rich. He who 
fails to become rich is not a “successful” man, Hemay have 
been strictly honest, and may have tried to carry out the 
Golden Rule; but, if he has not amassed money, he is looked 
upon as “a failure.” Inoculated by this satanic maxim, 
our young men @re all tempted to make haste to be rich. 
Two thousand years ago a wise man said: “They that will 
be rich, fall into temptation and a snare;” but the modern 
spirit calls that all cant, and rushes forward in mad haste 
after cash,—honestly, if possible, but, if not, then dishonestly. 
Is this not the story of many a young man? and are not 
the wrecks that are strewed on the shores of time the result 
of this worldly policy? Enjoy yourself, move in brilliant 
society, and, above all things, become rich, are the three 
cardinal doctrines of the god of this world. And just in 
proportion as the Church adopts this creed, she sells herself 
to her enemies, and they rule over her, Then she wonders 
that there are so few additions to her numbers, and that 
conversions are like angels’ visits. Do good, condescend to 
men of low estate, and be content with such things as ye have, 
are doctrines that are very distasteful to the world and to the 
worldly Christian; but so long as they are not practiced by 
the Church, so long she will be shorn of her power. 


New York City. 





A LAYMAN’S HINTS. 
BY GEORGE W. CABLE. 


The pendulum of history swings again, and we see God’s 
dealings with the irreligious children of pious parents. If 
we could once get our religion perfect, of course it would stay 
so; but the largely unintentional assumption that it is per- 
fect makes it extremely perishable. As with our bodies, so 
with our spirits, the very air they breathe is loaded with the 
seeds of decay. And as we rightly study and search to know 
what the germs of decay are which beset our physical natures, 
so must we do for the spiritual, or pay dearly for our neglect. 
No truth seems plainer, and yet none is harder to take home. 
It is true of all persons, all churches, all nations—except us 
and ours. We need not insure; our house is not going to 
catch fire. But some day it does! A rusty nail and spon- 
taneous combustion, or a mouse and some matches— 

The Book of Joshua prepares us for the Book of Judges; 
there is no surprise. The warnings at Gilgal and Shechem 
are almost prophecies. They point out one of the most fatal 
seeds of decay by which churches or nations are poisoned : 
Forgetting, or. letting the children forget, the great first 
truths upon which we have built, All the dark side of the 
Book of Judges has its origin in the fact given in the verse 
next before that with which our lesson begins: “Th 
another generation... which knew not the Lord.” There 
always will, when parents “don’t like to compel the child” 
to receive religious training, although they count it simplest 
duty to use, with all possible kindness, all necessary compul- 
sions for every other sort of training of the same child. 

Let us look at the design of God’s punishments. They 
were not inflicted for vengeance. His was a father’s anger. 
His punishments were not for his own vindication,—at least, 
not for vindication’s sake, They were “that through them” 
he might “prove Israel,” whether they would keep his way. 
They were a necessity of his saving mercy. He would save 
Israel to, and perfect them in, the high commission of being 
“the salt of the earth,” “the light of the world;” with-ten- 
derest leadings and most abundant prosperity whenever that 
would serve, but with sore afflictions, if such, and such alone, 
would answer. But mark; God’s chastisements are not abso- 
lute compulsions, at last. ‘ Else we could not call them paren- 
tal. A father chastises his son in order to produce, or rather 
induce, in him a spirit which when restored to liberty will 
truly choose toobey. In the time after chastisement lies the 
final proof “whether they will keep the way of the Lord.” 

God’s commandments are exceeding broad; yet the price 
of his mercy and favor is very small, To Israel it was only 
that they would “keep the way of the Lord ... as their 
fathers did keep it.” That was poorly enough. The best we 
can say of their fathers is that they had clung to the covenant, 
the intention, and the effort to keep it, casting themselves 
upon God’s mercy in all their failures. That secured grace 
and favor, though they were still daily and hourly sinners; 
and when God smote their children with national afflictions, 
it was not merely for sinful shortcomings in his service, but 
for flagrantly and with fixed intention leaving his service 
for the service of false gods,—not merely “because this 

People hath transgressed,” but “because this people hath 
transgressed my covenant.” 

One teaching of this lesson lies quite beneath the surface 
ofthenarrative, It is God’s constant promotion of his people 
in their spiritual office. To one generation he gives’ the 
‘cred conimission of receiving the law and the covenant, 
tnd of growing inio national autonomy around the ark of the 
vstimony. To their children is granted the higher commis- 
flon to enter and possess the promised land, and exalt the 
Worship and service of God in power and prosperity. Upon 


difficult commission of holding fast against the natural bent 
of all things under heaven to fall into decay, and especially 
against the snares of abundance, ease, and surrounding vice. 
They fell under temptations, but repented ander chastise- 
ments, again and again. Their slave-born grandsires would 
have been crushed under the burden of such a commission. 
They themselves stumbled and staggered, but more forward 
than backward, unconscious progenitors of a remote genera- 
tion that should forever put away idolatry. 

All real promotions in this earth are to greater tasks, 
greater temptations, greater disciplines, They who seek 
promotions from God shall receive them as fast as they are 
able to stagger forward under their weight. As sure as they 
are human, they will stumble and stagger. But alas for the 
nation, the church, the soul, that rejects God’s promotions! 
It shall fall, and not rise again. 

Northampton, Mass. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


How old was Joshua when he called the people to renew 
their covenant with God? What did they all promise? 
The last verses of the Book of Joshua tell that Joshua died. 
Was he forgotten? Were his words obeyed? Yes, “ Israel 
served the Lord all the days of Joshua,” and while all the 
elders lived who had known Joshua and served with him. 
In those five verses you may find the story of three funerals. 
Joshua died, one hundred and ten years old, and they buried 
him on the north side of a hill not far from Shechem. An 
old priest died, Eleazar the son of Aaron; he had long min- 
istered in the tabernacle, as God had told Moses that Aaron 
and his sons should do. He had charge of the oil for the 
golden candlestick, of the incense, and of the daily offerings, 
“the oversight of all the tabernacle.” Eleazar died, and was 
buried in a hill that belonged to his son, which was given 
him in his portion of the land. There was another funeral, 
and a promise was kept which was made several hundred 
years before. Whose brothers in time of famine went to 
Egypt to buy corn, and found that the one they thought dead 
was the ruler of all Egypt? Just as he died, he said to his 
brothers, “God will surely visit you, and bring you out of 
this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob.” He made them solemnly promise, “ Ye shall 
carry up my bones” from Egypt. His body was embalmed, 
and put in a coffin in Egypt, not buried; and when they came 
out in the night, even in haste, that coffin was brought with 
them, and kept until all the tribes had their portion of land 
in Canaan. Then Joseph’s bones were buried in the very 
ground that Jacob his father bought in Shechem, where he 
spread his tent and built an altar. 

How many things were in the land to remind the people 
of the Lord! What had Joshua set up by the oak-tree? 
What memorials were near the Jordan? What had Joshua 
told them they should let the children know? If they had 
always remembered the stones and graves and altars, and 
taught the children so from one generation to another, we 
never could have had the sad story of our lesson to-day. 
What had we on’the blackboard last week? To-day we must 
write a sad contrast. 

They Did Evil.—Not one man like Achan, not one tribe 
only ; but as years went by so many forgot the words of Moses 
and Joshua that it is written, “The children of Israel did 
evil in the sight of the Lord.” Once God sent an angel to 
say, “ Ye have not obeyed my voice.” When they heard the 
angel’s message, they were sorry, and wept, and offered sacri- 
fices, but they were not tears and offerings of true repentance; 
for the next generation did not know the Lord, “nor yet the 
works which he had done for Israel.” 

They Forsook the Lord.—How easy to forsake and forget, if 
they did not want to know him, or care to remember who 
had brought their fathers from slavery! Surely they knew 
some of the wonders of the Rea Sea, of food and water in the 
desert, of the Jordan-crossing, and the driving out of so 
many enemies, 

They Followed Other Gods.—Their sin was in the sight of 
the Lord; he could see every home and every heart. He 
knew if there were a few who yet cared for him, who were 
grieved at the sin all around them, who prayed to him, and 
tried to keep his law. But in the sight of all the people 
were idols and images, some by the roadside, some in groves 
of trees or in temples. The people of the land had built 
them to worship Baal. Baal really meant the sun-god; but 
they made many images of wood or stone, of gold or silver, 
for his worship. The true God they could not see. Was 
that any excuse? Did that make the sin any less when they 
worshiped a calf of gold in sight of smoking Sinai, when they 
had heard thunderings, and knew that the mountain quaked 
with the presence of God? What if their fathers did not 
see the hand which led, when they saw the Jordan rolled 
back, and walked over ite bed? They “ followed other gods, 
of the gods of the people that were round about them.” Did 
they only follow and look en? ‘Would that have been dan- 
gerous and sinful? 





the children of these children is laid im turm the yet more 


—= 
forbidden? They bent the knee and bowed the head; they. 
danced around the idol, and brought offerings and sacrifices, 
just as the heathen around them did. Could any one looking - 
on have known which were the heathen nations and which » 
the people whose fathers, years before, made a covenant 
with the true God? Why were so many heathen around 
them? When they came to Canaan, did not God tell Joshua 
that he would drive them out? Yes; and he kept his 
promise. When they served and obeyed, he was to give 
blessing. They were to be strong and very courageous,—to 
meditate on the book of the law day and night, and obey it; 
then they should prosper and have success, But if they dis- 
obeyed and forgot God, then he would be angry with them, 
The angel said God would punish them by letting the heathen 
nations be as thorns in their sides. How truly it had come 
to pass, as the angel said: “Their gods shall be a snare unto 
you”! Do you wonder at the words we read next? 

They Provoked the Lord to Anger.—Do you know that God 
is angry with the wicked every day? Why should he not be 
angry with those he had so loved and cared for, and who had 
turned away from him? ‘Was it such anger as one man feels 
to another who has abused him? ‘Was it like the passion of 
an ill-tempered child? 

The Punishment.—God let the heathen nations come in and 
rob them, take their cities, steal some of their people for 
slaves, and conquer ther: when they tried to fight. What- 
ever they did, failed to prosper. Sin will some time plant 
thorns in every path the sinner tries to walk. It seemed as 
if the Lord was against them. Had they not turned against 
him? They were punished for sin, “as the Lord had said.” 
Not one word can ever fail, either promise of good or set- 
tence of evil. As every one who disobeys God will be, sooner 
or later, “they were greatiy distressed.” 
Nevertheless—LEven in their sin, while God hated their 
sin, he had love and pity for the sinner. The prayers of 
Abraham and Jacob, of Moses and of Joshua, of holy priests, 
and of many a lowly one whose name the world never heard, 
were all laid up before him. He did not utterly forsake the 
people who forsook him. None like Joshua ever lived again; 
but God raised up judges to guide the people. They had no 
other chief or ruler until more than three ‘hundred years 
after Joshua died, except fifteen judges, who lived one after 
another. The people did not always hearken unto them, 
Often “they turned quickly out of the way.” Sometimes for 
a while they would do better; but when the judge was dead, 
“they ceased not from their own doings, nor from their 
stubborn way.” How like a wilful, disobedient child! Have 
you ever seen such? What does sin always bring? Of what 
are we warned in the golden text? 


Louisville, Ky 





ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS, 
BY SELAH MERRILL, D.D., LL.D. 


“Gops oF THE PEOPLE THAT WERE Rounpd AxnouT 
Tuem.”—In connection with excavations that have been 
made in different parts of Palestine, persons frequently say 
to me, “There have been so many battles in that land, par- 
ticularly at Jerusalem, we skould suppose you would find a 
great many weapons and implements of warfare.” This is 
not the case. Among the most common objects that the pick 
and spade bring to light are ancient idols, This is true not 
only at Jerusalem, but in Gaza, Ascalon, Beirut, and other 
cities of the coast, in the Lebanon mountains, in Damascus, 
in the great city of Bozrah, east of the Jordan, and in many 
other localities in that land where men have looked beneath 
the surface of the ground, I have in my possession a number 
of curious and interesting relics, which illustrate our lesson 
because they belong to the old periods of idol worship in 
Palestine. Among them are two small beautiful altars, orna- 
mented with various designs, for the burning of incense, and 
images made of bronze, varying greatly in size and shape, 
which were set up as idols in private houses. Some of these 
objects are rude, and othere exhibit skilful workmanship, 
Of the latter description is a small bronze bull which I have, 
also a curious marble relic, representing a man and bird 
combined, which was found at Cesarea-on-the-Sea. On this 
was carved some strange figures, copies of which I submitted 
to the late Dr. Birch, of the British Museum, and other 
scholars; but no solution of their meaning was arrived at. 
While at work east of the Jordan, we photographed two 
colossal heads of Baal, one of which was upside-down, and 
the weight was such that we were not able to turn it into its 
proper position. We also copied a head with crescent-shaped 
horns, which ‘represented the deity so commonly worshiped 
in that region, called the “Mooned Astarte.”” Formerly a 
city existed there named Ashteroth Karnaim (Ashteroth of 
the Two Horns). I found also an image carved in stone, 
which represents Dusares, or Bacchus, who, in that rich vine- 
growing country, was extensively worshiped. The reader will 


which are tangible proofs of the sad moral condition of the 
nations among whom the lot ef Israel was cast, 





They Bowed Themsclecs unto Them.—How was that very act 
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understand that I speak of only a few of the multitude of | 
similar objects that have been found in that country, all of ; 
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BY JACOB MAYER, PH.D. 


Gov’s Worp Derrpep anp VinpicaTep.—In the book 
Seder’ Olam (by the Tanna R. Yose), the messenger of the 
Lord, who came reproaching Israel for not having treated 
the conquered Canaanites in accordance with God’s com- 
mandment (Judg. 2: 1-4), is stated to have been Phinehas, 
the zealous follower of Moses and jealous minister of God. 
Joshua, and the elders that outlived him, had died; and 
Isracl, “mingled among the heathen, had learned their 
works” (Psa. 106 : 35), and were given to idolatry, lewdness, 
- and bloodshed,—the three capital crimes, which, according 
to the rabbins, man should suffer the martyrdom of death, 
rather than commit. They result from a neglect of God’s 
Word, the remembrance of which should be maintained, 
among other things, by “looking upon the blue fringes in the 
borders of the garments, that they seek not after their own 
heart, and their own eyes” (Num. 15: 39); for “heart and 
eye are the brokers of sins” (Zalm. Yerushalmi, Berakhoth, 
46). The eye sees, the heart desires, and the body commits 
the sin (Rashi). Where the Torah is rejected as guide, the 
yélser hard‘—that is, concupiscence, or the evil propensity— 
takes its place, first as a traveler, then as a guest, and finally 
as the master of the house (Sukka, 52 a), and in strength like 
a spider’s web at the start, but ultimately, like wagon-strings 
(Qimchi on Isa, 5:18), For sin is being added to sin, until 
the yéiser hard‘ makes it appear as something becoming to 
man (Yoma, 75); so it was with the generation of the deluge, 
in Sodom and Gomorrah, in Egypt, among the Israelites in 
the desert, and during the times of the judges; even the 
virtuous men have to fight against their yétser all their life 
(Bereshith Rabba, chap. 9), but they know its nature and cun- 
ning ways of seduction, sweet at the beginning, and bitter in 
its end (Maimonides’s More, 3:22). Nothing can conquer 
it except the study of the Torah, says R. Shimon in Aboth 
of R. Nathan (216), it being like metal, malleable and pliable 
yea, destructible, through (the) fire (of the Torah), which, 
however, became extinct at the demise of the last of the 
elders, who had received the Torah from Joshua (Aboth, 
1:1). The new generation transgressed the statutes (chuggim), 
commandments (mi/swéth), and ordinances (mishpatim), which 
means ail the Mosaic lawsa, thus causing all the miseries of 
subjection to the tyrannical domination of the inimical 
heathen to befall them, whom they had followed in the 
practice of idolatry, lewdness, and bloodshed (comp. Aboth, 
6:11). Or in the language of R. Nechunya, the son of 
Hakkana, “ While they were submitting to the yoke of the 
Torah, they were relieved from the oppressive yoke of foreign 
rulership and custom; but having thrown off the yoke of the 
Torah, they became subject to the yoke of foreign govern- 
ment and usages” (Aboth, 3:6). Still, their return to God 
was not out of love, or the result of compunction or remorse, 
but merely caused by fear, the companion of helplessness and 
misery (see Siphri on Deut. 6: 5), and therefore not meri- 
torious at all. “Come and see,” says the Midrash ( Yalqut, 
Part 2, 3 41), “the difference between the earlier and later 
people in history down to the times of the judges. Abraham, 
the father of all, was proved by God himself (Gen. 22), so 
was the generation of the wilderness (Exod. 16: 4); but this 
generation (that came after Joshua and the elders) was 
proved by the nations which God had left for this purpose 
(Judg. 3: 1), to verify and vindicate God’s word, spoken to 
Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, near Jericho; 
namely, “But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the 
land from before you; then it shall come to pass, that those 
which ye let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, and 
thorns in your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein 
ye dwell” (Num, 38 : 55). 
Philadelphia. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


Where does the narrative in the Book ef Judges connect 
with that in the Book of Joshua? (Josh. 24: 28; Judg. 2: 
6.) Which verses in the two books are identical? (comp. 
Josh. 24 ; 29-32; Judg. 2: 6-10.) How many judges ruled 
in Israel? Name them. What period of time did their rule 
cover? Make a list of the judges, the length of each rule, 
the king conquered, and the period of rest following. 

What was the religious condition of Israel during the 
period of the judges? (vs. 11-13.) What had the Lord 
promised to do with this people when they should forsake 
him? (Deut. 31: 16-18.) What witness appeared against 
them in that day? (Deut. 31: 19; 32: 16-21.) How long 
had it been since they had renewed their covenant? (Josh. 
24 : 24, 25.) How do you account for their terrible apostasy? 
(Psa. 106 : 34-39.) Under what impressive circumstances 
was this command made known? (Deut. 6: 1-5; 7: 1-6.) 
Why did not the Lord wipe out all their enemies utterly and 
at once? (Deut. 7: 22; Judg. 3: 1-4.) Would it be better, 
or worse, for us to have ail our enemies slain at the time of 
our regeneration? (James 1:12; 2 Tim. 4:7.) How does 
the Lord deal with his apostate people? (vs. 14,15.) What 
is his purpose in thus dealing with them? (Heb. 12: 11.) 


liarly presented in the Book of Judges? (v. 16.) Were the 
Israelites quick, or dull, students in the school of affliction? 
(v. 17.) How often will the Lord deliver his child from 
affliction? (Judg. 3: 9.) Why does he exercise such great 
forbearance? (Psa. 106 : 43-46.) How is it possible for one 
man to effect a great reform in a stubborn people? (v. 18.) 
How long will any reformation last, where the spirit of obedi- 
ence to God is wanting? (v. 19.) What is the difference 
between the old and the new covenant respecting the incentive 
to holiness? (Heb. 8: 8-12.) If we deliberately repeat our 
sins, after seeking forgiveness, what hope of ultimate victory 
can we cherish? (vs. 20-23.) What two parties must work 
together for the overthrow of every sin? 


Philadelphia, 


BY EUGENE TAPPAN, 


Teachers’ Questions.—1. Name the first seven books of the 
Bible. 2. Explain the title, “The Book of Judges.” 3. What 
were the duties of a judge? 4. How fully had the Israelites 
conquered Canaan? 5. When did the Israelites cease to serve 
God? 6. Repeat the first sentence in the lesson. 7. What 
strange gods did the Israelites serve? 8. In what different 
ways is Israel’s sin stated? 9. Why is their sin stated in 
these different ways? 10. Why was idolatry a besetting sin? 
11. Why was idolatry a heinous sin? 12. State God’s anger. 
13. How were the Israelites punished? 14. How was the 
punishment suited tothe sin? 15. Describe the condition of 
the Israelites in servitude. 16. “He sold them;” how did 
the transaction resemble a sale? 17. How does sin cause 
distress? 18. Why were the enemies called spoilers? 19. For 
what special purpose were judges appointed? 20. How should 
Israel have hearkened to the judges? 21. Who obeyed the 
commandments of the Lord, and who did not? 22. What 
happened when the judge was dead? 23. How did God show 
pity? 24. Why did God leave Canaanites in the, land? 
25. Name some of the twelve judges in this book. 26. Of 
what two judges shall we presently study? 27. With this 
lesson in mind, of what should we take heed? 
Superintendent’s Questions. —1. Whom did the Israelites 
forsake? 2. What did they follow? 3. What was hot against 
them? 4. What was against them for evil? 5. Whom did 
God raise up? 6. What did the judges do? 


Winchester, Mass. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





GOD’S WAY WITH ISRAEL. 





WHEN 
THE PEOPLE 


FORSOOK THE LORD, 
WERE SORE DISTRESSED, 
PERSISTED IN EVIL, 


THEN 
THE LORD 


SOLD THEM TO ENEMIES. 
‘RAISED UP DELIVERERS. 
LEFT THEM TO TEMPTERS 





“Oh, that my people would hearken unto me!... 
I should soon subdue their enemies.”’ 














HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“Tn duties and in suffering too.” 

Oh for a closer walk with God!” 

“ God moves in a mysterious way.” 

“ Rise, O my soul, pursue the path.” 

“ Give me the wings of faith to rise.” 
“Stand up, my soul, shake off thy fears,” 
“ Nearer, my God, to thee.” 

“ We’re marching to Canaan.” 








BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


ee 





What other feature of the Lord’s administration is pecu- 


{In view of the fact that the reception of a complimentary 
copy of a book is supposed to lay upon the editor or publisher 
receiving it an obligation to give it a notice in the pages of his 
periodical, the proprietors of The Sunday School Times have 
decided to decline to receive a copy of any book, from its author 
or publisher, with a view to its notice in these pages. From 
among the many new books issuing from the press, such, and 
such only, are selected, for notice in this department, as are, in 
the opinion of the Editor, worthy of the special attention of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. Books that are desired 
for such notice are purchased through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels, Announcements of new books, either by circular or by 
personal letter, are, however, always welcomed by the Editor.] 





TEACHINGS OF THE QABBALA* 


The Hebrew Qabbala furnishes one of the most vexed 
problems in the history of theological thought. It is 
not a book, but a body of doctrine at once Jewish and 
mystical or theosophical, whose antecedents are hard to 
trace. Of the three documents which are its source, the 


. 





* Qabbala; The Philosophical Writings of Solomon Thu Gebirol, 
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oldest, the ‘ Midrash Jerushalmi,” is preserved only in 

quotations. It is quoted in the Talmud, and may have 

been written by Rabbi Simon ben Jochai in the second 

century, as is alleged. The next in age, the “ Sepher 

Jetzira,” or “ Book of Creation,” has been ascribed t¢ 

Abraham; it was known in the ninth century of ow 

era, and it probably was written in the second or third, 

The third and the fullest is the “Sepher ha-Zohar,” o 

“ Book of the Light,” which fills up the scanty outling 

of the “ Jetzira”’ into a system of philosophy. Modern 

scholars generally assign it to the thirteenth century and 

to Rabbi Moses de Leon. 

Mr, Isaac Meyer, of Philadelphia, has printed for pri- 

vate circulation a very large and handsome volume on 

the subject, in which he undertakes to vindicate the 
antiquity of the system and of the principal documents 
from which it is derived. For the’ latter he depends 
principally upon R. David Luria, a Bohemian scholar 
who wrote about thirty years ago. He reproduces his 
tract almost entire in a translation, and it certainly is 
ably and acutely written. But it proves no more than 
the early existence of the “ Midrash Jerushalmi,” and the 
coincidence of the quotations we have in the Talmud 
from it with passages of the “Sepher ha-Zohar.” It 
proves nothing inconsistent with the supposition that 
the thirteenth-century author of the latter may have 
embodied the substance of the older book in his own, 
And it does not remove the difficulties attaching to the 
allusions to events of later history in the “ Sepher 
ha-Zohar.” 

Among the later writings which the “Sepher ha- 
Zohar” quotes is a hymn by Solomon Ibn Gebirol, 
known in the history of philosophy as Avicebron. Mr, 
Meyer devotes a considerable part of his book to tracing 
the relation of this writer to the Qabbala, and toa 
description of his own system. The common point in 
the two is the influence of the Neo-Platonists upon both, 
The Qabbala grew out of the contact of Hebraic with 
Hellenic thought, and the assertion of the infinitude 
and absoluteness of God by the Greek philosophers, 
How to reconcile the idea of creation with the concep- 
tion of God as outside of all relation was the problem for 
those Jews who had drunk of the new learning. The 
Christian gnostics attempted the same problem; and the 
Qabbala will be best understood by comparing it with 
their theories, especially with those of Platonizing gnos 
tics like Valentinus. 

The Qabbala is the Jewish equivalent for gnosticism; 
and it held its own longer in Jewish than in Christian 
philosophy, because the latter developed independent 
and fruitful lines of thought more easily than did Juda- 
ism. Both are attempts to account for the origin of the 
world from an absolute Being by interposing middle 
terms in the process, and by resolving it into an emana- 
tion, rather than a creation. Both fail to satisfy the 
needs of the religious instincts of mankind, however 
they may seem to escape certain intellectual difficulties 
which attend every theory of creation. Both commend 
themselves to the speculative understanding, rather than 
to faith. Both lay hold of certain elements in the 
inspired writings acknowledged by their authors, as 
furnishing them with a starting-point. The Qabbalists 
made much of the passage concerning wisdom in the 
Book of Proverbs; the gnostics found an equal specula- 
tive germ in the statements about the divine Word in 
the Gospel of John. ' 





Large is the number of new books on educational 
methods, but few are those deserving praise. To the 
latter class belongs a new manual modestly entitled 
Notes on Education, a Practical Work on Method and 
School Management, by Principal J. B. Caikin, of the 
Normal School at Truro, Nova Scotia. Its eighteen 
chapters are clear, orderly, sensible, and thoroughly help- 
ful; they include discussions, based upon the author's 
experience, and fortified by quotations from standard or 
the best recent authorities, upon the nature of education, 
the teacher’s function, the development of the pupil's 
morals and mind, questioning and answering, school 
organization and discipline, and sound methods of 
instruction in reading, spelling, grammar, composition, 
geography, arithmetic, and elementary geometry. Some 
of Mr. Calkin’s suggestions and arguments are debatable, 
but most are praiseworthy; while not a few have beet 
urged more than once in the editorial columns of this 
journal. The book is neatly printed, and furnished with 
side notes; but, as usual in English and Canadian works 
of the sort, it lacks an index. (7} 54 inches, cloth, 
pp. iv, 800. Truro, Nova Scotia: D, H. Smith & Co.) | 


Though issued primarily for use in the political cam 





and their connection with the Hebrew Qabhala, 10347 inches, 
pp. xxxv, 19. New York : Thomas Whittekes, 


paign just closed, Mr, Fletcher W. Hewes’s Cities! 
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Atlas of American Politics has a value more 
jasting than that of the ephemeral hack- 
work evoked by a presidential election. 
Its various maps and charts are intelli- 
gently prepared, and throw an instructive 
light upon the hundred-year history of 
the two great American parties of to-day, 
and their historic predecessors, as well as 
upon the rise and fall of the smaller and 
jess significant bodies of voters. Miscel- 
laneous charts are also devoted to the 
econcmic and financial condition of the 
eountry at different periods, whereby 
American imports, exports, tariff, wages, 
and cost of living, may be studied con- 
cisely and advantageously. The maps 
showing the foreign elements in the popu- 
Jation are, of course, similar to those 
issued in the census reports, but the 
colored maps of distribution of manufac- 
tures and wool product will be found less 
familiar. The converging or diverging 
lines whereby the genesis, succession, and 
dispersion of parties, are shown, will 
sometimes be a little misleading to the 
young or careless observer; but even in 
these Mr. Hewes has for the most part 
avoided error in his clever devices. Such 
maps are often more helpful than dozens 
of editorials or stump-speeches. (15X12 
inches, pp.56. New York: Charles Scrib- 
ner’s Sons, Price, $2.00.) 

















name and P. O. address and $1 
Money Order, Registered Letter, or Check, fo 
scription to the 


A $2.50 
PAPER FOR 
ONLY $1.75 


ompanion, we will send the paper 








The volume for 1889 will be superior to any previous year. 
Household Articles, Tales of Adventure, Illustrated 





LY 
SPECIAL OFFER 
TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS. 


To any New Subscriber who will send us this Slip, 
-75 in Money Order, 
r a year’s 6ub- 


FREE 10 JAN. 1, 1889, 


and for a full year from that date. This offer tnolud 
ILLUSTRATED D SUPPLEMENTS, the ‘paitis oer, Includes - 


FOUR HOLIDAY NUMBERS, 


Sent to Each Subscriber at Thanksgiving—Christmas—New Year’s—Easter. 


It will contain Six Serial Stories, 150 Short Stories, profusel 
Sketches of Travel, 1,000 Anecdotes, Historical and Scientific Articles, Fumes Pi _ 
ta Specimen Copies and Colored Announcement free, Pleasé mention this publication. Address 


_THE } YOUTH’S COMPANION, 4! Temple Plac 





with 
‘press 


Illustrated 
WEEKLY 
Supplements 








oetry. 








e, Boston, Mass. 





A St. Louis agent has disposed of over 1,800. One 


WE WANT AGENTS : istanesswancsswey its 
‘Christ before Pilate and Christ on Calvary 
OVER 35,000 SOLD, sire ees sie 


ers 100 eve: 
has sold over 250, roncveds of others are doing a oraeey we GOOD PAYING BUSINESS. 


The Originals were purchased by $245, 000, 


Mr. John Wanamaker of Philadelphia for 
gh < er NOTABLE PICTURES 0 bree my to 


And are pronounced 7s all to be the STRONG 
America, —_ petty thes WONDERE WORK GF ART, BEYOND THE PO TR OF 
SERMONS as a Moral Lesson, and which will 


LANGUA WORTH HOUSA TT 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the eirculation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
feguiar edition this week is 128,000 copies, 
exclusive of copies used either as samples or 
for the filling of short trial subscriptions. 
Advertisers are free to examine the eud- 
scription list at any time, The advertising 
rate 4s $1.00 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
liser agreeing to take a certain uniform amount 
@ space (not less than three inches) in each ée- 
sue for @ year, or a uniform amount of epace, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
tuch @ position im the paper, regularly, as he 
nay choose, so far ae tt will not conflict with 
earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general ney A of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however 
conditioned on an appearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
upon the regular rates, 

Coughs and Colds.—Those who are suffer- 
ing from coughs, colds, hoarseness, sore-throat, 
etc., should try Brown’s Bronchial Troches, a 
simple and effectual remedy. They contain 
hothing injurious, and may be used at all 
times with perfect safety. 





“There is nothing you require of your 
agents but what is just and reasonable, and 
strictly in accordance with business princi- 
ples.” That’s the sort of testimony any house 
can be proud of, and it is the testimony of 
hundreds of men who are profitably employed 
by B. F. Johnson & Co., Pubs. Richmond, 
Va. Write for full particulars, 





For dyspepsia use Horsford’s Acid Phos 
phate—Dr. Lorenzo Waite, Pittsfield, Mass., 
says: “From its use for a period of about 
eight weeks, to the exclusion of all other 
Temedies, I attribute the restoration to health 
of a patient who was emaciated to the last 
degree, In consequence of nervous prostration 
and dyspepsia. This patient’s stomach was 
in such an irritable condition that he could 
hot bear either liquid or solid food. An 
ccomplished physician of many years’ expe- 
tience, whom I ealled in consultation, pro- 
nounced his case an incurable one. At this 
stage I decided to use Horsford’s Acid Phos- 
phate, which resulted as above mentioned.” 
— 


4é 
OXFORD” 
Teachers’ Bibles. 
T. T.NELSON é & SONS, 33 East {7th St., N.Y. 


TEACHERS OXFORD BIBLES 


estaments, ay pamaln, Prayer Books, 
‘wabout it half th 
A. D. MATTHEWS & BONS, Brooklyn, N. X. 
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the pe super TPIGTORTAL. ORNAMENTS OF AMERICAN HOUSEHO. LDS. 
The Prese and Clergy unite in saying that they are the 


GREATEST AND MOST IMPRESSIVE RELIGIOUS PICTURES EVER PAINTED, 


THE INTENSE INTEREST taken by all classes in these great paintings, has prompted us to 


give 
every one an opportunit, = —s a lacing » copy in their homes. By the aid 
of some of the best artists and en arene in the country, we n producing copies which are 

pronounced by all who have seen to be 


FAITHFUL REPRODUCTIONS IN EVERY RESPECT. 
EXACTLY LIKE THE ORIGINALS IN 20 COLORS. 


These pictures are 2128 inches in ate, on heavy p ra Ri r,and are beautiful works of art aside from 
being such celebrated subjects. Wé will send @ copy er, postpaid to any post-office address in an 
United States or Canada, for $1, or The set for securely packed in patent aang Poe, one 
guaran to reach you in good order and to give Sntens satisfaction. of money will be refu 

Ra AGENTS WANTED everywhere to sell these pictures, for which We offer liberal terms. 

People are loud in their praise of them, and say they are ore better than we advertise them to be. Old 
and e experienced canvassers say THEY ARE T- BES iT SELLING ARTICLES OFFERED TO THE 


eae every family*will purchase, Now is the time tocommence forthe Holiday trade, Fulldescription 
and agents’ terms sent free on application. Mention this paper. 


THE PHELPS PUBLISHING CO., Publishers, Springfield, Mass. 





THE INTERNATIONAL vdrbcweretergagm 


Rev. Howarp Crospy—“I find it exactly the book of reference best suited for family use.” 
Hatxe—" Have tested it in many ways and found it remarkably accura ae a4 


* Epwarp EvERETT 





, = Wootsmy Bacon—“ The International 
gives more information than any other.” 
“eRvn Savy Ou} Uy 380¢ OT} 

‘eqerns08 1 —aaeuno;, e@pur 


Gnas we Bot wre eS the kind extant.” Hartfora 
test and richest and 


Ontcage, Inte a 
pagent of i Ct old and new nnd new yan a ‘ar imes—" Equal to any of the American 
tp ustlvely ores publications.’’ 
of human Knowledge edge treated extn ex ~ ie? ume | every soa te peg “Thus far it has answered 
2 
people.” The Sw School Times—"‘ Full in contemporary 
tie Unity—" It is the natural basis of a wer biography.” 
rary.” 


Send fer circular containing 315 testimonials. 


DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY, Publishers, Nos. 753 and 755 Broadway, New York. 
Agents Wanted. 


MRS. CRAFTS’ POCKET QUARTERLY 


Bor Teachers of Children 


Contains “An Old Folks Concert by Little Folks,” International lessons, blackboard pictures, 
temperance lesson, Christmas lesson, method points, "etc. 10 cts. per quarter, 40 cts. per year, cask 
inadvance, Address POCKET QUARTERLY, 74 E. 90th Street, N. Y., or FUNK & WaGNALLS, N. Y. 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


EVERYWHERE 


PENTECOST sine ust 


uarterly or 








by a f- LL SEND FREE to rw patron of 
HE ILLUSTRATOR Of the &. 8. Lessons send- 
ing $1 for one annual subscription, a beautiful large 
copy of “ CiRIsT BEFORE PILATE,” one of the finest 
remiums ever offered. Some consider it alone worth 
5,aswork ofart. T.J.Morrow, Minneapolis, Minn, 


ORGAN CARDS Book Cards, Roof Cards. Sr 
» lon Cards, Improvement Fund 
Cards, etc. An easy method of collecting church 
Of | funds. Send 5 cents for a complete set of gamaples, 
MacCalia & Co., 237-9 Dock St., Phila., 
land for bab 


BABYLAND cme 


ers. 50 cents a year. D. LOTHROP COMPANY, 
Publishers, Boston. 














panes , caren 
Rov. Geo. F. Pentecost. D.D. a sony gout pompeld om 
ON ROMANS. Just out. 
Also, Martasw, MARK, 
Luxe, Joun and AotTs. 
Abbott’s Commentaries are 


Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D. invaluable. Address, 


makes & peony 





ANY BOOK! SAMPLES ” 
mm a tiie os ALSBARNES & CO. | RU a siti st oe ty tte 


ks. Neat, cheap, self-sealing. 








oes & aes Wabasm AVR _ PUBLISHERS. ce kVEREN, 6 Nassaa St., K. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS’ 
RECENT NEW BOOKS. 


Men and Measures of Half 


a Century. 


SKETCHES AND COMMENTS. By Hon. Bue 
MCCULLOCH. 8v0. $4.00, 

ceult,._MeCulloch ioetetiy entitles his work 

Sketches and Comments.’ But the ske' 

sharpin oan vo 

are so explictt, a: 

air of persona observation an e poser ry 

that the volume must become one of the oe 

works in the history of our time.”— 
* We find what we want on every y page Ht 

keén recollections of ey by Seer men una 

tant affairs.” Phiiadelp 


Letters of Thackeray. 


A new edition, with portrait 3 Thackera: 
duction in’ Jadenie of & character arletle tothe 
12mo0, gilt top. $1.25. 
In this dainty edition these famons letters whee 
be sought for by thousands to whom the other 
were inaccessible, 


The Reveries of a Bachelor. 


wi all the Siaesconens, Tinted in tin 
F. 0.0, Danuny for the origial ill iilusts aerated oak 
tion. Square’ Bv0. $3.00. 
* One of the most tender and touching works in gut 
liter isserstpre. It wouid be hard to name its — 


The Five Talents of Woman. 


the Ee of “ How to be Ha though Mar 
aa ried.” 12mo, $1.25. via 





The book ‘e witty, sensible, and bright. It is 
eowtel with racy nsigh te relating to —S paren, 
costumes, and 


tome nprament, peguirements, 


Stuff and Nonsense. 


By A; 3. Frost. New edition, with new cover and 
tional drawings and sketches. 8vo. $1.26, 
The drawings and sketches added by Mr. Frosthaye 
made almost a new work of this revised edition. 
“A most amusing literary and artistic re 
N. Y. Zelegram. 


SOME NEW JUVENILES. 


Otto of the Silver Hand. 


Written and fllustrated by Howarp Pyxm. With 
other illustrations. 


full- “page and man 
8vo, leat ner. 00, 
A thread of romantic and touching interest 
throu h this tale by the —e ae Ss | 
Morty A Adv entures of Rob in fe hts 
Two Little Qenidavitia. 


Tomas NELSON PAcE. With several full-page 
BY i othe other iustrations, Square svo. na orew 


“A vety chaemig bo book for young  peeple—relined 


and wholesome. 
“One of the best books for & boy's tas. 
Wilmington News. 


Little Teoples s 
And their Homes in 
By ST2LLA — cr esucifly Whastesied 
iioe tare 
“A Gresming, ittle volume profusely fllustrated 


with pigearee iS aA the ve wine and crawling inhabe 
tants brooks.”—WN. Y. World, 


nso da ue nemo sellers, or sent, postpaid, by 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 


743 and 745 BROADWAY, New York. 
ILGRIM LESSON HELPS. 


onthl ARTERLIES. 
Tieiee PI p Pian i CpSOn'e 


ILGRIM SUNDAY SCHOOL | PAPERS. 





y, 250, 
ILGRIM i nequisires 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 
MEMBELSHIP HOLL 
LIBRARY RECORD 


ILGRIM MUSIC. 


CHILDREN’S or 100 —— eh 
Published eon at 200. pe 
PILGRIM Gs. Bor 100 cepted, $0 ‘and $40. 


RD, CLASS BOOK, 


a@r Send for ctroulars and samples. “G& 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES supplied 
“EW BTOOM,—Svoryth rything needed by pastors, per 
y su 
intendents, and Sunday-school teache 


MONDAY CLUB "mors, or ths Enter 


Mth serics of this popular publication, 
lee, $1.25. 


Congregational §. S. and Pub. Society, 


BOSTON AND CHICAGO, 


Sunday-school Cards. 


Ten packs for $1.00. 








Ez. A. & H. T. HO 
190 Thiriy-ares Bireet, Onion ph IL 
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Does Any Book Here 
Suit You? 


THE Crabiree. 7 panes or fd ma By Addison D. 


ce, $2. 
mplete pieces’ ot' of the fe journeys of our Lord and 
nie disci les in Palestine, Correct maps aod illustra- 
tions. No sinilar work. A text-book of the Gospels. 
OFFICES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. By 
Dougan Clark, M. D. 75: efits. 

Abounds with striking statements. It will paren 
& deeper interest in the true spiritual life of God 
the soul. a of the best works upon the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

PENTECOST IN PRACTICAL LIFE. By 
C. P. Masden, D.D. 60 cents, 

This book is designed to help those seeking the 
mind of God, and endeavoring to lead holy lives. It 
fairly spark les with hel pful suggestions, 

DAILY HELP. 2% cents; $2.25 a dozen penne. 

Contains a veise of Scripture for each day, to be 
kept before the mind for meditation and reflection, 
comfort and inspiration. 
ree ee ves of the LIQUOR SE AUTEO. 

8. M. Vernon, D.D. 380 cents; 4 for $1. 

It in fail of ringing facts and bright with sorting 
truths. It paints in vivid and impressive hues the 
monster wiles daily victims increase its hunger. 
LIFE OF FRANCES a MAVERGAL. 

75 centa, gilt; 50 cents, — 

With choice selections from her writings. Zion's 

leraid says: “This book will prove an evangelist of 
peace and faith wherever it goes.” 

LIFE OF MADAMEGUYON. By herself. $1.00. 

A full account of her life and religious experience, 
exhibiting her eminent piety, traveis, and sufferin 

rn in & ee A age, Or in @ nation marked for its 
ursed and reared ina church as profii- 
gate as Ss the’ world in a which it was imbedded, perse- 
cuted at eve: of her career, and gro ing, as she 
did, inthe mi ta spiritual desolation an ignorance, 
neve less, she arose to the highest pinnacle of pre- 
eminence in spirituality and Christian devotion, 
oun Ra DARLINGS, By Dr. Barnardo. $1.25. Large, 
juare, quarto Sere pect bound in most attractive 


vers, 
> volume issued 
9 7. Over "1000 pictures, beautifully printed. 
early 500 pages of excellent stories, poems, and ‘weiptal 
and ate of the most interesting and 
othing trashy. 
Rooks by Mrs. Jeonnte F. Willing. 
wRem FIFTEEN TO TWENTY-FIVE. For 
yy 75 cents, gilt ; 5 See, plain. 
“It re good se to the square inch than any 
book written n apectally 1 for ng men that we have 
read, th of Proverbs excepted.””—Dr. 


4 DOZEN BE’S. For 
This book ene what it x to tobe 1 right, Taithfal, true, 
us, pure, happy, 


POTENTIAL WOMAN. For Girls, 75 
eeeenis, ‘ts, gilt; 50 cents, plain. 
is not a book of deco rom fe. wang ladies, nora 
— biography of an impossible woman. It con- 
wholesome nsel, = thy, and encourage- 
oan for young ‘women, especial z, ose in seem- 
adverse ae ces, stimulatin; g masa to the 
the sake of Chelate orga 
A BUNOH OF FLOWERS. For Girls. 4 cents. 
The author oy ory ves her ying El < 
mature, both amon the Howess and and the girls 
ef the t oo Ly 
Books by Mrs. Hannah Whitall Smith. 
bey eran snonyr. ane of 
eonlnently aot 
THECHR naertasre epeneenai AHAPPY 
wre. 00, gilt; — plain; a; oe. Fata 
experience, s and is eminently, in i 
and a Loy rit 
reveren' ~‘ha im its spirit that it disarms 


you want in roe ch yay or ‘_fanet cope setrrie 
AD HALLELUJ 
oy 4 F Tetum Pa are the books to + 
il, 35 Ay nm" ones (not pre- 


paid} fa per doven sO, Oe per 308, Skmpbe _e 
Books sent, postpaid, on receipt of price. 
T. T. TASKER, Sr., Publisher, 
921 ARCH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


E TER | NO By Biskop J. H. 
belaun emarmnidl LL. D., 

book om on the ovis of ti ey ‘adnaee, eards, 

win “Sincere and earnest; we 

Th Y Herald. “ts spiri 





Quar 
ng “Guiana, , Bay Pince, New Work. wc 


,ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS 





Teachers. A Manual of Anecdotes, 

res, Froverva Senin, te, adapted for 

ei: iv. G. 8. Bowes. Twoseries, 

Por variety, pertinen eh 

oebiiiee te oh gS superior to = 

we and ava seen.” — Kvangelical deal Repository. sen 4 
address, free, Rooms of abev rice. 

PERKINPINE & Hreerns, 9 “arch Street, Phila., Pa. 





VANGELICAL PUBLISHING Co. 1 
obese Sot es an patel 
; ure 
Melly explained-and illustrated. ‘tc. cach; lsc, per 


; 15e. per 

H oo 0 pe 100, Post id. Used by Teadin "workers 
everywhere. Maj. D. W. Whittle says: “TI have never 
anything I like better for use with inquirers.” 


CHRISTMAS CONCERT FREE! 


Send me your address, and I will send sample Co 
cert: ercises and lots of other <nings suitable for 
Christmas Entertainments, Frex. Address PUB- 
LISHER, P. 0. Box 2767, New York. 


Thelargest etireulation ofany 
Bonlens in the world. “The 
— _ me nwwon ard Home Jour- 


sekee °° sa-Sam- 
-y and Pr yee CURTIS F PUB. Co., ~ Phin iladelphia, Pa. 


The Rural New Yorker is the best farm week- 
> eat apa ¢ will be sent on a trial trip 
ten weeks for 25 cents. Then you can judge. 
A Park Row, New York. 


T. Y. CROWELL & CO., 
Publishers, 13 Astor Place, New York. | ° 


( hry TEXT DESIGNS FOR THE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL. Prices reduced. In- 
—— and instructive. For full particulars, send 
envelope with your address tothe ublisher, 

wu . HART, Jr., 242 Chestnut Street, Phila., Pa. 


HBISTMAS ENTERTAIN MENTS. 


Novel 
ons ft inex ve entertainments 
a J. K. Laupoow @ Co., Pom i. 


Birra lpawateaiend Sa ae 


[a kate Paes Gee Siang, m x. 
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The new book, “Yale Lectures on the Sunday-School,” treats of the origin, mission, 


methods, and auxiliaries of the Sunday-school. 


hile “Teaching and Teachers” deals 


specifically with the work of the Sunday-school teacher, this new book deals with the ite ce 


pear we ragons the Sunday-school as an institution, and with its relations to the 


pulpit, and to other spheres ef church-work. 


, to the 





From BrsHor cae of England. 

“You have produced a volume which worthily 
received the hanks of the Divinity school before 
which the Lectures were delivered, and will, I am 
sure, be considered on both sides the Atlantic as a 


the Editor has done for the great cause in his instruc- 
tive and comprehensive survey of the Sunday-school 
and of its high mission and hopeful progress a and 
development. 


From the Rev. Dr. Wm. M. Taylor, of New York. 
“T have just finished a somewhat careful inspection 
of its contents, and while amazed at the amount of 
careful investigation and width of Saaiee which it 
reveals, I have been specially interested and, I trust, 
benefited by the — which deal with the pastor 
and the Sunday-school, and by the two lectures 
which treat of ‘ Preaching to Children.’...I con- 
gratulate you on the . permanent embodiment 
onich you have given to the results of your long ex- 
perience, in these admirable lectures. They will be 
valuable to pastors, ts, and Sunday-school teach- 
ers, as by far the ablest, most exhaustive, and most 
estive treatment of the So which we have 
we Benerved, or indeed are likely to receive for a 
e to 


From the Rev. Dr. A. E. DuNNING@, of Boston. 

“T am grateful to Yale for ee ‘ou, and to you 
for your acceptance of their invitat: deliver these 
lectures. Iam sure their publication marks a lon: 
step forward in the position of the Sunday-school an 
= memes POeenes < ita importance by pastors and 
uw) 


From the Rev. Dr. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, of New Ycrk. 


atahen Tt has al Seeks tox “y pape pt ae 
volume. r lone me a gr 0 
perso’ many, d I am sure that the perusal of the vol- 
ume will bea kind of revelation toa great many hard- 
working in the land.” 
From the Rev. Dr. Joumw De Wirt, ef McCormick 
Theological Seminary, Chicago. 
“You have done the church and the ministry a 
t service by your thorough discussion of the sub- 
fect, and da by the wise opinions you express on the 
school's constitution, relation to the restaf the Saree. 
management, ete. I'wish it mien bens im the hands 
of all pastors and theological students. 


From the Rev. Dr. F. E. CLakx, of Boston. 

“ It seems to me by far the most valuable contribu- 
tion ever made to the literature of the subject so far 
as I am acquainted with it. It must, it seems to me, 
forever set at rest the prevalent talk Raye the com 
Say-ecnool Ly the home,’ and this ef itself is ne 
slight thing to 





From the Rev. Dr. RICHARD S. Storrs, of Brooklyn. 


“T have read the larger part of your admirable 
Yale Lectures on the Sunday-school, ina even before 
wholly finishing the volume, which I cannot do for 
some days, I must thank you for the instruction and 
the pleasure which I have alread: Lede init. Your 
SS of the history and philoso of the Sun- 

po rma Sod be large influences. ‘ame . the proper 

tion of py A to it, is lucid, ample, an = 
ee eard the Lectures 
have been great] Bang helped by them for all their fiture 
pete 3 = the min hose who read them 
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TES IN want >. GOSPEL. The Rey, 

8. Robinson, D.D. L.D, 12mo. 200 pp. Cloth, 

fis Paper, 50c. 

The author does not follow the beaten track of com. 

ogee _ resents in his own happy manner 

~ By wy fresh illustrations af ripture, by 

whic the reader is instructed and enriched. 

These “ studies” elucidate from van to week the 

Sunday-schoo!l lessons for the first half of 1889, 


THE LIFE OF ST. PAUL, The Rev. James 
Stalker, M.A., with map. 12mo. 183 pp. Cloth, 60c, 

A new and admirable work [ego J the gist of 
the best previous writings and fresh thoughts clearly 
and concisely. Highly commended for 8. 8. teachera, 


NEWLY ENLISTED. The Rev. T. L. Cuyler, 
Pp». LL.D. Squarelémo. 160pp. Paper, 25c, ; cloth, 





boc, ;’cloth, gilt, 75c. 
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Lord’s Pray Dr. A. Tholuck. 16me, 44 pp 


Limp cloth, 202. "Evangelical, rich, helpful, 


FROM THE FORECASTLE TO THE 
ae foe pe Cc. J. Jones, D.D. 12mo. SO pp. $1.25, 
A truly wonderful story—thorough and strange life 
ofa sailor before the mast, his transformation into a 
— minister, and what God wrought through 


JUDGE HAVISHAM’S WILL. Ld LEZ 
Hopkin 8, author of “Good-Times Girls,” etc, 12me, 
‘cite, tipo. 4.8 1 il tim 

that bo: hy. ~K a a ng the wer 
of Aarun faith un The y ere will be 
admired for his sterli ng na sianly quelit _ 


mapas + AT THE AE SORsLenT, 


. 12mo. 6cuts. 264pp. $1. 
A sequel to “Her Oh Christmas and Her Easter.” 
—- ith the same fresh sem air; stirring and 


CHANGING PLACES) er, Hew One "Down, 
Climbed Up, and Another Sli Lg ae 
Miss C. M. oe ee author of “ V: 
mo. 4euts, 217 pp. Cloth, 9c. 
Showing how pares may succeed fu life, 
KE. Kenney, author 


BERNIE’S LIGHT. Minnte 
of ‘* Mrs. Morse’s Girls.” 12mo. 4 cuts. 272 p 


1.10. The oan story ofa 1 wheee 
te kindled rr ation Bab Kat baeckaal a breughs 
eheer to amy in 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau St., New York; Boston, 54 Brom 
field St.; Philadelphia, 1512 Chestnut 8; 
Rochester, 93 State St.; Chicago, 122 Wabash 
Ave.; San Francisco, 735 Market St, 


ABYHOOD.— Devoted to the Care ef Infants 
and Nursery Hygiene. on a@ year; 15 cents a 
Box 3123, New baal 





copy. Soldeverywhere. P.O 
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RT Ey a 


WAEGELE' WATCH & JEWELRY CO. Philadelphia. 


“130 ORDERS IN 34 DAYS; ” >Zcvercee™ 


every 12 calls galls; * 47 orders in 16 hours” “73 ord ers im 
6 days;” such are some of the reports of our agenta 
Terms free. JAMES H. EARLE, Pu blisher, Boston, 
wanted to take subscriptions for Tus 
Soars ILLUSTRATED CHRISTIAN WEEKLY. Send 
AGENT for special o to 
AGENT Also, complete works of . Dio Lewis 
AGENT Circulars P. O. Box 1683, N. Y. City. 


LIBEBAL SALARY Ppsey: yt ap 
SS our office agen 
8 5 an nD. Salary not ope on 














sales. Fro per month can be 
yoo selling our Holiday Book. Address JOHN 
INSTON & CO., Philadelphia or Chicag 


$75.22 t $250. ©0 A MONTH can be aaa 
0 = working for us. Agentspre 
ferred who can furnish « horse and give their whole 
time to the business. Spare moments may be pro fitab’ 
employed also. A few vacancies in towns cities. B. 
JO. SON & CO., Pubs., 1008 Main St., Richmond, Va va 


fl } Save Your Tidies. $6 to $10 
aday at home se the Nickel Tidy 











Holder, Eve buysthem. Lx» 
dies,men,4 children sell them. Sample & Paces by mail, 
16c. in 2c. stamps. W. Hasselbach, box 85: ndusky,@ 





WEN ory toSell 
| IWANTAGENTS. MISSOURI STEAM WASHERS. 
> pays to act as my agent, because arguments in favo favor et 


the washer are,so numerous and convincing tha’ tha 
made without difficulty. Sent on two wee! 

returned at my expense! if if noteatisfactory. Write for ped 
Circularé Terms. J: WORTH, 54 Beckman St..NoLe 





but take from ent, ay iaaene and stro impulse in 
the fant direction, with many ns of vital 
aud permanent value.” 


From PRESIDENT StTz2one@, of Rochester Theolegical 
Semin: ‘a 


“They titute the most thorough and ory se 
hensive: etad. y of the Sunday-school question that 
yet appear They cannot fail to be very useful to 


astors and teachers. I am es ally grateful that 

he young men of our theological seminaries have 
now the means of getting at sound instruction om the 
prob! th w they will all have to deal.” 


From the Rev. Dr. E. P. Goop win, of Chicago. 
“T have not yet been able to read the book through, 
pad rf sere dipped into it here and there where mat- 
in which I have a very — 
interest. I have 


greatly enjoyed these 
I ye oy 
garneri 


nea royal work in th’ ane 

dof what, I often ond ink, Me ee a BF 

uni @ greatly neglected 
vork to be done among the childuen 


From the Rev. Dr. F. N. PELouBEt, of Boston. 
“ Your wide experience and rae gy earn have 


as never was 
terested in car yi y of facts, which 

aden and difficulties Which have arisen pn +7 good 
and thoughtful minds, like chaff before the wind. 
I hope that every ag eg seminary will see that 
its students hear th: d he will =e. a wise lover of 
the churches who shall see that ev ry theological 
student has coum and readsit. I had ae idea that se 
much could be from the historical standpoint.” 


From the Rev. Dr. Gzozes Dana Bosampusn, of 
Philadelphia. 


“ The loftiness of its aim, the rpm of its postions, 
the rE of its ‘Views, the wea) of its scholar- 


gestions, the 
ms, the earnestness of it ita 8) init & 





The book will be mailed te any address em receipt ef the price, $1.50. Canvassers are 


wanted for this and other books. 


. 





Address, 
P. ©. Box 1550, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 





1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





AMUSEMENT FOR ALL AGES 


CHILDREN are delighted with it. 
A “ This beats them all.” 






ted with it. 


OLD Men and Ma- trons take 
picasure in it, or en- joy it with 
heir children and their grandchildren. 


VACUUM TIPPED ARROW. 


It is a perfect Parlor Amusement, as 
there are no sharp points to break or mar 
the furniture, and can be shot with safety 
even at your window. It will adhere 
wa ~~ t strikes. Sold everywhere. 

nm, Arrow, Butterfly Hanger and 
Graduated Taraet, mailed post-paid for 
ce cts., or Spring Steel Bow substituted 
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The WITTIEST, PRETTIEST JUVENILES 


QUEER shee h plgpeer 


. e Wines PAWS 
GOBLING CLAWS 
6A. $1.00 


( lopement “ the Frog and the Mouse.) 
Full of the oddest pranks, charming stories ® { 
lough-pre voking illustrations by the Prince © 
Juvenile artists. Selling immeusely. Critics 

y of it: Py seta my little folks wild with delight, 
fica. Clinton B. Fisk. “ogee me another for Ican 

get the omens © to bed.” — “R. qf i. Conveail. rf) D, ees 
neat ond deren. —Hon. Cox. ascine 
a0 aoop and Uncle Remus, ae Howard Crosby- 

GENTS WANTED. HUBBARD BROS 
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XMAS MUSIC 


FOR THIS YEAR! 
THE ROYAL SON, ;;4 Rew Service 


Lowry, D.D. Intelligent ripture Selections, 
with ar and original Songs. e whole exercise 
is one of pede mea vd 75 beauty. 

0; Scents: each by mail. 


ANNUAL NO. 19,-Risssine carols by 


liberal supply of songs for any Sunday-school 
$3 per 100; 4 cents each by mail. 


’ —The new 
SANTA CLAUS’ PRIZE.-" 2° 
Cantata, by Dr. W. H, Doanr, will be issued early 
in November. This is believed to be one of Di 
Doane’s best efforts. The songs are very bri ~~ 
the dialogue and plan new and entertaifi! 
Kaasily PS gen up by any school. 
cents each ch by mail; $25 per 100, 


WAITING FOR SANTA CLAUS, 


(30 cts.,) by Dr. Doanm, New last year,and very 
popular. aie 

A full Cat of our other popular Cantatas, 
WPL dices, and mas Music, sent on request, " 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 E. Ninth St, New Yar, 


si Randolph Street, Chicago. 


COLD WEATHER MUSIC BOOKS. 








The chill November winds, the whirling withered 
leaves that tap against the window-pane. armonize 
well with the sweet music and the cheerful songs that 
are to make winter homesattractive. Nal taceal fuel, 
bring in a goodly quantity of our bright 


INTow Music Books. 
These new books are every day more in favor! 

Classical Pianist, Piane Classies, Song 
Classics, Song Classics for Low Voices, 


Classic Tenor Songs, Classie Baritone and 
Bass Songs. Each, $1.00, 


af mmr in ete Deen Scents, $4.20 per doz.) is the best 
usic book for home and yestry singing. 
‘ia the echildrensin aston Menard’sSongs for 
Kindergarien and Primary Schools (30 
cents), or Jenk’s Songs and Games ee. aaehe 
Ones ($2.00), or Children’s Schoo (35 
| cents, $3.60 per doz), All have very aiaas ¢ ld’s 
songs. 


Give your a in getting up 7 pares Pa Apemes | 
0 eed class to use Soug Harmony 
oe Wi doz.). Full of noe ltereatins mast 
and secular. sons Manual 
doz.), is also a good collection, 
mostly secul 
Tell the temperance people that no better 
temperance song book has a red than Bells ef 
Victory (35 cents, $3.60 per Tos). 


Xmas is img. Send for lists ef Christmas 
Cantatas and Careis, 


ANY BOOK MAILED FOR RETAIL PRICE, 


Oliver Ditson # Co., Boston. 
©. H. DITSON & CO., 867 Broadway, N. Y. 


ESSIAH’S STA 
By the Rer. I BALTZELL, 


The popular auther. 


NEW AND ORIGINAL SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS. 


New music, recitations, and an excellent 
ey from BEN Hur. Per 100, by ex- 
press, $8.00, by mail, $8.50; pee denen, Bo caine; 


CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS, 


to land . iat brig goa Paces of recita- 
ons, hew and o or the ho 
for younger scholars in all caneaia, Misch, 3 
cents; the two combined, 25 Gente, 

Address the publisher, W. SHUEY, 
DaytTox, OHIO; or WABD & DRUMMOND’ 
New Yore Crry. 


Our New CANTATA, entitied 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 


Thins ts for a week-day entertainment. 
Price, 15c.; $1.25 per dos. ; $10 per hundred. 
An Woe yp 4 the congregation is issued: 


bay 3 cen 
owe wurtieo a. try abridged edition, 


“CHRISTMAS SERVICES, 
THE DAWN OF seach | 








HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL, § Tre tetas sree 
THE MORNING STAR, ) "ets ef 20 cents, 
ASA HULL, Publisher, 
__150 Nassau St., New York City. 





Buigat HiooRs AT (At CAROLVILLE 


4 new Sunday-sch 
» $2.40 per pera ee by ye 25 sina 


THE ROYAL BRANCH 


A new Sunday-school Ch 
mpl by tes mall, jeu 


“JOUN F. HOOD, aoe 28 
JHE ; XMAS STORY. 


x. or — five cents for 
is and get new one. aa ak aut Norse Xmas music. Send 
or any you see advertised, a Fe different samples 
¥ tervices or carols for 25 cents. GOODENO UGK & 
NOGLOM CO., 122 Nassau Street, New tg 


CHRISTMAS EXERCISES FREE. 

On receipt of threecents in stamps I will send FREE 
® Copy of two new Concert Exercises, besides other 
Valuable hints for Christmas Celebrations. Send 
oark ae take time to select the best. Address J. & 

WMILVIE, Publisher, 57 Rose Street, New York, 


THE ECHO 


Containing Christmas anthems, advertisements of 
ogrammes, and Sunday-schoo! i so song books, sent 
free. THE ECHO MUSIC ©O., La Fayette, Ind. 


Artem CHOIR. fection ctsesy anthems 
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Ohrisinas Service 


“The Coming of the King.”—A song service for Christmas, by Leonard Woolsey 
Bacon. This is virtually a Christmas Oratorio, embracing bright and joyful carols for the 
children, hymns and choruses for the entire congregation, and for the choir some of the noblest 
compositions in the whole range of religious music. All musicians will understand what is the 
musical importance of the work when we mention that Mr. Gilchrist, the eminent composer, 
has given his invaluable counsel and aid, not only in original anthems composed expressly for 
this service, but in the adaptation and arrangement of selections from the great masters of the art. 
In general, it may be said that the communities in which may be found Sunday-schools 
of two hundred and upward will not ordinarily lack the musical resources requisite for the 
enjoyable performance of this programme. It presupposes a congregation that loves to sing, a 
Sunday-school that is willing to practice, a choir (with chorus as well as solo-voices, when pos- 
sible), a good organ and good organist. If these can be reinforced by a cornet to give a strong 
lead to the voices of school and congregation, and by a first and second violin to add brilliancy 
to the chorus accompaniments, all the better. 


So much being premised, we give an outline of the program, from which readers may 
judge of the progressive interest with which it advances to its climax in the great Hallelujah, 

Part I., “ The Birth of the Prince,” opens with a prophecy of\the nativity of the Messiah, 
chanted antiphonally,—one line by a solo voice or voices, the response by the entire school and 
congregation. Then, when the story of the fulfilment of the prophecy has been read (by the 
pastor, or some other competent reader), the earol, “ While shepherds watched,” is sung by the 
school to an old English melody, with an animated arpeggio accompaniment; and this is fol- 
lowed by a choir-anthem, Benedictws, “ Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,” written expressly 
for this service by Mr. Gilchrist. Then follows an act of prayer and thanksgiving, in which 
the pastor will naturally be the leader; and Part L. concludes with that majestic and thrilling 
chorus from the Messiah, “ For unto us a child is born,” in which, in the simple but overpower- 
ing climacteric passage which occurs again and again, “ Wonderful! counsellor!” ete., the choir 
is to be reinforced by all the voices of school and congregation. 

Part II. is entitled “The Spread of the Kingdom,” and begins with the reading of the 
narrative of the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles in the visit of the Magi, and is continued 
in the hymn of Bishop Heber, “ Brightest and best,” sung by the whole assembly, and then in 
Handel’s lovely soprano aria, “How beautiful are the feet,”—or, if preferred, by the chorus 
from St. Paul, ‘‘ How lovely are the messengers.” Then, a8 marking the growing conflicts of 
the gospel, follows the children’s marching song, “Onward, Christian soldiers,” in a new and 
“taking” adaptation to a triumphal air, from Judas Macoabeus. Then comes a quartet, 
written by Mr. Gilchrist to the inspiring missionary lyric of Montgomery: 


“From day to day before our eyes 
Grows and extends the work begun ;” 


after which, Part II. concludes with “ Now be the gospel banner,” sung, by all the people, to 
“The Missionary Hymn.” 

Part IIl., “The Triumph of the King,” begins with “The Heavenly Acclamation,” from 
the Book of Revelation, sung to an antiphonal chant, followed by the hymn, “ Wake the song of 
jubilee,” set, for the choir, to an éxttaordinarily melodious and brilliant chorus by Haydn; 
and the choir is followed by the whole congregation in the hymn “The new Jerusalem comes 
down,” to the quaint but inspiring “old folks” tune of Northfield. The choir follows again, 
with Dr. Mason’s easy but striking and effective anthem, with “echo” effects,—‘‘ Hark! the song 
of jubilee.’ The voices of the children are heard, once more, in Miss Havergal’s hymn, with 
her owK most spirited music, “Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king,’—a natural 
prelude to the closing chorus, the great Hallelujah from the Messiah, in parts of which the 
choir is to be joined by all the voices of the school and congregation. This arrangement of 
the two greatest choruses of the Messiah is made possible, without the slightest alteration 
of the score (beyond transposition to a lower key), by the fact that in both choruses the noblest 
climacteric passages are the simplest and plainest. 

Price of the school edition, five cents; $4.00 per hundred. The full Order for the Service 
including full Organ and Voice Score of all the music for the choir, with suggestions for the 
effective organization and conduct of the festival, is published separately in a large pamphlet. 
Price, twenty-five cents, 





“Seeking for the Christ.”—This service has been skilfully wrought out, and will 
please those who wish a bright and fresh service, but do not care to undertake the more difficult 
one mentioned above. It is suitable, alike, for city and country schools. It consists mainly of 
responsive readings (arranged by Dr. Bacon) and beautiful hymns and earols, the music for 
which is printed in full, The whole is tastefully printed in a sixteen-page program, Price, 
five cents; $2.00 per hundred, 





Addrem, 
P. O. Box 1550, ‘ 
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x F o cmmiermas CAROLS ne a 
se ic eee ny Franx N crora, N, 
A Ay Aan! BK, Penne, and Guo, Pismote, & 
iy conte por copy, 8 1 $2.00 par on 
EMMANUEL, 
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16 pages, 5 cents, $4.00 per 100, 
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THE PRINCE OF 


THE HOUSE OF DAVID, 


A Scriptural Exercise, with Carots and Offerings 
For. CHRISTMAS. 


of Proheay, Th Night of Judaiem., Rig ioe 
The Annunciation. The 

pata eee Witnesses, The Fruita, Our 
Guiding Star. The ig Crown, Also 
twelve utiful Carols, frm and Chants, 
and five Offerings by the 

Single copy, 5 cents; $4.00 per hundred, 
Postpaid by mail. 


J. H. KURZENKNABE & SONS, 
HARRISBURG, PA. 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 
CHRISTMAS ANTHEMS 
pe go 8 ANOLE 3 No. 2% 
TLR EAS 8 AR. 
THE WORLD'S MERBTAR. 
THE WONDROUS BIRTH. 
Price of caph, ta, prepaid. or and $4.00 
re 
per hondred, postage. to be Sank ten Sample copies 
sent only on receipt o of Brice: mn 2D re cams ved, 
No. 1102 Chesinut Street, Philadelphia, 


Pilgrim Services No. IX. 
THE Hee Tufts & M. C. Hazard, 
New mane yh the best and 


most popale 
IMMA No ch carenta es services have 


Pilgria we sgodives such & popular 
IMMANUE They are issued quam» 
20c. per rune, 3 cake. ; 100 copies, 4.00, 











"es regational $. He ‘ond Publishing Society, 
wares Bostom awd CHICAg@o, . 
PROF. BICE’S Self-Teachi 
MUSIC By anon, All can learn music with 
the aid of a teacher. Rapid, correct 
Establi we 12 years. Notes, me 
accompaniments, vere h bass la 
etc. Tem specimen lessons, 10c. ‘culars free, 
G. S. Rice Music Co., 243 State St., Chicago, 


ssOUGS OF REJOICING gitar 
utiful, simple, and thin n $3.80 
en dozen, not prepaid. Sample, 2 

Fillmore Bros., 185 Hace St., Wastumeis, o. 


“THE OLD, OLD STORY.” A responsive 
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Christmas Service for Sunda: -senoole. } sew b Sparks. ba 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


an SUNDAY SCNOU. eves is published weekly 
following rates, include postage postage: 


vein PY, $2.00 a ye The same price percopy 
for COPY, 200 a your. The ame Te a new 
ou! , half price ($1.00). 

TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theo 
dents, $1.0 a year. To new subscribera, 


CLUB RATES. 

‘When the teachers of a school unite subscribing 
fora pasaber of cophes, they can have the paper at the 
following low ra‘ 

att, TO NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
Stel nr number rot both nail girtoe on mow tae Me be out 
leas than five. 


TEN OR MORE COPIES, one 
eld subscribers, and half price ( 
fotal I number of both eld And ‘mew 

than ten, 


If @ school has had a club at a higher rate, and 
wishes, upon renewing, to form a larger one ata lower 
fate, it is of course free to do so. 


FOR SMALL SCHOOLS. Byan equitable p 
Smaller schools, which can not well t orm large 


ve the benefit of the very lowest club rate. et _ 
a Vis ions hing the entire force 
ac 





8tu- 
price (6 


rote, $1.00 each for 
cenis)for new. ‘The The 


mpani 
ber of of copies ios ordered ine 
ll — r of teachers in the schoo 


ma: ed 
secure fe Fequired number. Any 
copies in excess of the required number may be sub- 
scribed for at the sametime. TZtachers tothe “| 
may be — 

e 
example: If there are seven tesceest int a school, ine 
of whom belong to one household, and three to an- 
Pama the club subscription noes not be fo: 

pies, in order to secure @ low rate, 


WHO ARE “ NEW” SUBSCRIBERS me. By anew sub- 


= on 


— is meant one who has not @ paper at 
time during the past two years. 
“ne shifting of a su iption from one member of 
@ household to another in order to @ reduction 
to new poet ar is not allo Pores, although 
Rew additional ren by or for other members 
of tt the household. will be taken at the half rate. 


FREE COPIES TO CLUB ORGANIZERS. Any person 
eens a ~—_ of ed ther ae gate e, weer rete d or new 


tional copy free, 


copy when 


ow Cue PAPERS ARE MAILED. ant papers foe for 

a club will be sent either 4 the individual 
e ‘members, or in a package to one address, peed 
a yey of su’ The papers fora 
oh ee d all go to one post-office, although in cases 
rtion of the teachers of a school get their 
ter from one post-office, and others in the 
game school ce aeons from another, the papers will 

sent acco 
aun rainy. are not to wnite in the oat = Nah} 
but each school should have its own 

= er price the number of copies taken entitles it, 
the name of the school should be mentioned in 


e order. 

‘Additions may be made me toa club—stich 
additional eybecripgons | to ex 

ly or by each subscriber 
time that he is to receive the 


pro rata fo 
becribers « asking to have the direction of ® paper 
d be careful to name not on) @ post- 
to which they wish it sent, but also pfimy Ang one to 
has been sent, All addresses should include 


nty and state. 
ia — elu near tion is renewed by some other 
e one hoes nt the mod he pon, 


ill nis othe ublisher b: stating that 
oblige 8) 
ees for takes the place ef the ene 
it year 0 
oe HALF-RATE PLAN has been adopted because 
apd ged no sore. judicious eavertal outlay 
poy hy that for mncning 3 pr a mire the 


gol A new subscriber is entitl 
r one year leer. 
The paper will not be sent to ony oe ig zone 


the time paid for, unless by 
in for ‘Salud will invariabl Shed duscetioned ¢ at : he | 8 
pi Renewals should 


ration of the subscription, 
h copies of an ~~ Rona yy of the agree to ms 





re be made early. 
=} all the teachers o 
gent free, upon pron CAAT aaa 
< GREAT BRITAIN. 


aeaee, Hodder and Stoughton, 27 roe Rew, 


ace 5 a reonve yes poe, or neare ly sub- 
ons for Te Sun mes Paper te 
aa postpaid, direct from Schoo! Times (the pap 
acribers) at the Tilowtine rates :— 
‘om lto4 soos, se each. 
5to9 8s. ce ba 
10 copies and upwards, 73.6a, ™ 
To secure the above rates for five or more copies, the 
papers must be ordered at one time, and they be 
sent either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
age to one ad whichever may be preferred 
the ewabecribers, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1081 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
P. O. Box 1550. 
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Roucy, Rep, 
CHAPPED 


PREVENTED BY 


Citic ura 
-+ Soap ¢- 


RTURING SKIN BLEMISHES, ROUGH, 
cracked, scaly, and reddened skin and hands, 
are mpoosty overcome by that most exquisite of 
o autifiers, the CUTICURA MEDICATED ToILET 


aot ‘etitaulates the sebaceous glands to pour out the 
sebum or ors matter designed to lubricate the skin 
and scalp and keep them healthy, and thus 
vents blackheads, =. and ay forms of f a 
blemishes not affected by any other soap. 

At pean F gees and Lng « 
complexion an n, and imparting that 
softness ne whiteness of the hands _— Boy rey 

, it is comparably superior te all ether Skin 

Bold ye Renae Essen, 3 ~ 


Potrsen Dave 
puso Eth 


BABY'S Se 
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SCOTT'S 


EMULSION 


OF PURE COD LIVER OIL 
ax? HYPOPHOSPHITES 


Almost as Palatable as Milk. 


the potency of beth being largely tnerensedy 
A Remedy for Consumption. 

For Wasting in Children. 

For Scrofulous Affections. 

e| For Ansmia and Debility, 

iS cc ittauae cae tone ree 


In fact, ALL diseases where there te an in- 
flammation of the Throat and Lungs, « 
WASTING OF THE FLESH, and « WAN? 
OF NERVE POWER, nothing im the world 
equals this palatable HKmulsion. 

SOLD BY ALL DRUCCGISTS. 


Frank W. Hennessy, Pawtucket, R. I., writes that 
he gained 333¢ pounds, and cave his usual health, 
by, the Ry fed of GER’s EMUISIO: 

I take leasure in testifying te the excellent 

— Exvu1sion.—J. H. Robinson, 


HOPE! FOR THE CC esha 


in the use 
re Cod Pog hned Oil with n Phospha 
oa Teta in taste. Sold by druggists ates, mild 
Solid Gold Spectac 50. 
Send your old glasses by tect ery eli take 
from them and P upos receipt Of $3.00, © 
Glasses set with 


pair of our Solid Gold Spectacles or 

* Diamanta”™ lenses ; baggy A This method of 
fitting eyes never fails. on, er money re 
funded, MM Deveicay & Bron 1908 oth Ot, Phila., Pa. 


ON 30 DAYS’ TRIAL. 
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ise centre, adap 
toall pitesting pall! ofthe body, while the 
ball in the cup holds the rupture just 
a8 a person does with the Ly oy With jighs Wines 
the ernia is held wane y and n' 


durable, and chea mail, share foee, 
ari 1 eet EsTON TRUSS CO. Chicago, IM. 








BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 
and indorsed a “tous BLUE have been fully tested 


our 
DS WILTBERGER, Prop, 283 N 3d ‘Sty Phila Pe 


LADIES! $ {Se |= 


Ep D0 Your Own blah 


$3. Press 
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If he does not keep them, 
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OUR FAMOUS 


GENUINE 
DongotA Kio 


BUTTON ~ 


If there isany part of a ladies’ wardrobe that re- 
quires more care than another, it is her shoes; and it it 
is therefore essential that they should combine that 
beauty of finish and style equal to the finest French 
Kid, and at the same time embody all of the qualities 
requisite for producing the ae ible service fo the 
bahay og Knowin as em as been ourconstant 
aim to producea ” Boot with allof theabove 

Zt and at a price that would place them within 

of all. This, we think we have accom- 
plished, and with special ride we offer to the public 
our Kid Button 
Boot, which is made in — latest Opera Toeand 
Common Sense 8 na fe es, both for Ladies and 
Misses, in all sizes and widths, and is ee epee by 
any es’ Boot sold at retail for double the money. 
Each pair is warranted strictly as represented, and 
will be sent to any address upon receipt of only 
$2.00, and 25 cts. to prepay expressor postage. In 
ordering, be sure to mention size and width wanted, 
and which kind you desire, and we will guarantee a 
fit. Also, if you will mention this publication, will 
send a beautiful white-handle button-hook, free, As 
ur responetnitisy we refer to the National Express 
Co (capit hg 000,000), of Boston. These Boots are 
manufactu expressly for our trade through the 
mails, and can be had only by addressing 
THE DONGOLA BOOT & SHOE CO., 


178 Devonshire St., Boston, Mass. 


TEVEX THE LARGEST 
SO rriz ss° Exclusive 
SILK HOUSE 
In this Country. 


The tL we K more silks through the mails 
than any other three houses combin 4d, is because our 
silks are well Seows in almost every county in the 
United tes to be the most beautiful and best wear- 
ingsilks made, and our prices are much lower than 
the same goods can be obtained from any other place. 
Send for tT Silk, 

New Fall Silks, most beautiful ever shown. 
New Black Surah, worth 85c., only 590. 

New Black Faille, actually worth $l only 8240. 
The Finest $1.00 Black Silks ever offered 
in Gros Grains, Rhadames, Duch Armures, Surah 
de Luxor pataimiss, etc.,—silks + are positively 

wortb e 50 per yar 

fi Fine Black Gros Grain, worth $1.75, 
New on ored Failles, only $1.00, 
in every shade, and actually worth $1.38. 
Send 8 cents in stam 








8, Stating whether you most 


desire Black or Colo Silks, and we will send you a 
choice let to from, and return stamps with first 


CHAS. A. STEVENS, 


69 State Sh. CHICAGO, ILE. 
Please mention The Sunday School Times in writing. 








MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
4 Michigan 


Avenue. Chicago. IIL 


James MeCreery & Co, 


Broadway and [ith Street, 
NEW YORK CITY, 


Importers and Manufacturers 
of Reliable 


DRESS SILKS 


HUTCHINSON’S 
BEST GQLoOovEsSs 
For driving or street wear. Made with 
care from selected calf. kid, dogskin, buck- 
skin, 4 cheverétte, and warranted. Those 
wishing serviceable gloves, and te save 
money, send stamp to the manufacturer 
for his book about gloves and how te get 
them. Established 1862. 

JOHN C. HUTCHINSON, 
Johnstown, N. Y¥. 
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WRITE? wend 3 twocent howren “7 for 
@ | our of 


paper re representing o' ver 350 
varieties which" ve ° sell b: 
MUE 


Postage is 16 cls. per the pound 
WARD CQ.,, 178 to 1 


Express eften cheaper. | Devonshire Street, Boston. 


T° pound. ro) in the United States.— Paper by the 
und.—Sell direct from mills te the consumer, 














“it’s Not the Coat that Makes the Man.” 





Bey ITS.9.<cT HE SUITS, 
S13.25 
Ry ene. Pp A T S te $30.00. 


eee $12.00 te $30,006. 











CORDED D CORSET WAtsTs 
all Leading Retail 





“ CLEANFAST” 


=| ASK FR cae 








e sheets of paper and envelopes, with prices and Bend 6 cents for samples and particulars. 
as r of sheeis to a pound, sent on receipt of 18 es BAY STATE PAN CoO., Custom Clothiers, 
H. H. Canter & Karricx, 3 Beacon Street, Boston. #4 HawLey 8r., Boston, Mass, 

&é les of cloth the famous Plymouth 
D Ss SE” FREE &.c's > pare le Fc me may including 
self-measurement blanks linen tape 


if — this 
MouTm Rook Paxrs Co. i paper 


W. L DOUGLAS S33 SHOE, 


Address, Piy- 
Boston, De Bs, 














WORTH REPEATING. 


THE LADDER OF ST. 
AUGUSTINE 


[By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.] 
Saint Augustine! well hast thou said, 
That of our vices we can frame 
A ladder, if we will but tread 
Beneath our feet each deed of shame! 





All common things, each day’s events, 

That with the hour be gin and end, 
Our pleasures and our discontents, 

Are rounds by which we may ascend, 
The low desire, the base design, 

That makes another’s virtues leas ; 
The revel of the ruddy wine, 

And all occasions of excess; 


The longing for ignoble things ; 

The strife for triumph more than truth; 
The hardening of the heart, that brings 

Irreverence for the dreams of youth; 
All thoughts of ill; all evil deeds, 

That have their root in thoughts of ill; 
Whatever hinders or impedes 

The action of the nobler will ;— 


All these must first be trampled down 
Beneath our feet, if we would gain, 

In the bright fields of fair renown, 
The right of eminent domain. 


We have not wings, we cannot soar; 
But we have feet to scale and climb, 
By slow degrees, by more and more, 
The cloudy sumunits of our time. 
The mighty pyramids of stone 
That wedge-like cleave the desert ai 
When nearer seen, and better known, 
Are but gigantic flights of stairs, 
The distant mountains, that uprear 
Their solid bastions to the skies, 
Are crossed by pathways, that appear 
As we to higher levels rise. 


The heights by great men reached and kept 
Were not attained by sudden flight, 
But they, while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the night, 
Standing on what too long we bore, 
With shoulders bent and downcast eyes, 
We may discern—unseen before— 
A path to higher destinies, 
Nor deem the irrevocable Past 
As wholly wasted, wholly vain, 
If, rising on its wrecks, at ast 
To something nobler we attain, 


JOSHUA, A TYPE OF JESUS 


[By Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D. | 


To deny the typology of the Old Testa- 
ment history is to charge the Apostle Paul 
with error in his teaching; for he clearly 
tells us that Sarah and Hagar represented 
the two covenants (Gal. 4: 24), and that 
the Rock whence came the water to Israel 
represented Christ (1 Cor. 10:4). Fur- 
thermore, Peter must also be convicted of 
false teaching ; for he declares the deluge 
to be a type of baptism (1 Pet. 3: 21). 
But, worst of all, our Lord must come 
under the same condemnation; for he 
taught that the manna was a representa- 
tion of himself (John 6 : 48-51). The 
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
finds types all over the ancient history 
and ritual (see Heb. + art 9:8 9 14 
24; 11: 8,16; 18: 11, 

Surely ‘these ihe be interpretations 
would lead us to a reverent search for 
types throughout the whole of the record 
of the ancient Church. God was con- 
stantly giving his people, in outward 
form, the semblance of the spiritual glories 
that were to come in the messianic day. 

The hint in Hebrews 4: 8 leads us to 
expect a type of Jesus in Joshua; and 
when we carefully consider Joshua’s life 
and work, the type appears clear and 
instructive, —I say “ instructive,” because 
types place i in the mind important spiritual 
truths in condensed concrete forms, and 
hence the great value of their study. ‘Like 

roverbs, they hold the truth in a porta- 

le form. 

1. Joshua’s original name was Hoshea 
(Num. 13: 8, 16), which means “salva- 
tion ;” but Moses seems to have changed 
it to Jehoshua or Joshua (that is, Jehovah- 
salvation), by reason of his noble conduct 
in the wilderness. A change of name 
marked a promotion or change of life ia 
the East. It may be that Joshua received 
his new name on being adopted by Moses 
as his successor. This very name was (0 
be borne by the Messiah, the Greek 
word ‘ ‘ Jesus ” representing "the Hebrew 
“Joshua.” This is seen in Acts 7 : 45 and 
Hebrews 4 : 8, where Jesus means Joshua. 
The name was in use in ancient Israel, 4 
we see from 1 Samuel 6: 14, 18, and 
2 Kings 23:8. Another one of the name 
was high-priest on the return from cap 
tivity, and he, too, was a type of Christ 
(see Zech. 8, especially #. 8, “men of 
ery | sign”), The mame was peculiarly suitable 
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to Him who came from heaven to save 
the race. 

2. Joshua appears alone of his famil 
in history. e know nothing of h 
ancestors cane that he was an Eph- 
raimite), nor of his descendants, So of 
Jesus; he was the Son of m but he 
comes into the race uniquely, and has no 
merit of rae family before or after. 
His fame is wholly in himself and his work. 

8. Joshua was brought up (after the 
exodus) under Moses’ eye to be his suc- 
cessor, and to carry out to perfection all 
that Moses had (under God) promised and 
commanded. So Jesus was born and 
trained under the law in order to fulfil the 
law. The law and the gospel are all of 
one. Divine grace gave both. In Jesus 
every believer loves and obeys the law. 

4. Joshua, having had full experience 
of the wilderness trials, leads his people 
triumphantly into the promised land. So 
Jesus, having been in all points tempted 
like as we are, becomes our guide into the 
land of rest promised to all believers. 
This land of rest is chy | the spiritual 
rest of communion with , and, secon- 
darily, the perfection of that rest in heaven. 

“The men of grace have found 
Glory begun below.” 
Heaven begins here for those who accept 
their privileges in Christ. So that every 
heavenly minded believer sees Jesus 
already as his Joshua in the exact mean- 
ing of the type. 

8. Joshua was Captain of the Lord’s 
host, and led them in battle and to victory. 
Bo Jesus is Captain of our Salvation, and 
is engaged in conflict as our Leader with 

rincipalities and powers of evil (see Col. 
is 15, and comp. Eph. 6: 12). e con- 
tend under his guidance, and victory is 
therefore certain. 

Thus as the lamb of sacrifice represented 
the Messiah as the sufferer for sin, and as 
the high-priest represented the Messiah as 
the tender, sympathizing intercessor before 
God, so Joshua represented the Messiah 
as the powerful destroyer of sin for the 
complete rest of his people. 

It is a form of thought concerning Jesus 
that inspires courage and daring, and lifts 
the soul above earthly trouble by infusin 
strength. The Canaanite is to be destroyed. 
The whole land is to be conquered and 
subdued to God. The heart is to be sanc- 
tified, and every unholy thought forever 
banished. There may be delays through 
our weakness and wantonness interfering 
with our Joshua’s work. Achan scenes 
and Ai scenes may occur in our personal 
history. Alas that it is so! But, after 
all, the land will be subdued, and the 
throne of David exercise its sovereignty 
over a homogeneous and united people. 
The heart will be all the Lord’s, and every 
vestige of the old sin be gone forever. 

This is the thought that a consideration 
of Joshua as a type of Jesus suggests to 
the meditative Christian, and in connec- 
tion with such thought Psalms like the 
144th harmonize, Spiritual conflict is so 
combined with spiritual victory that the 
hardship is lost sight of, and only the 
The rest that remaineth 
or the people of God, the holy sabbatism, 
is the grand reality which the name of 
our Joshua guarantees and brings upper- 
most to our hearts. In this reality we 
bury all fears and all sorrows, and rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and fall of glory. 


WANAMAKER’S, 


THE 50 CENT STUFFS AT A COUPLE OF COUNTERS. 
More than two hundred and fifty styles and colorings. 
All-wool, good weights, and designs as rich perhaps 
4&8 you'll see in the Zostliest goods. Man 
Were 60 and 65c since frost; none that wo 
Value at more than half-a-dol 











of them 
't be big 
ollar. 


IN ALL THE CROWDED DREss GOODS THERE’s NO 
kind completer in its way than stuffs for Second 
ourning. They are at the Black Goods counter, a 
storeful by themselves. We have given more thought 
them than ever. More styles, more that are very 
modest priced. Half-a-dozentoset you thinking ofall: 
Pai broken hair-line cluster stripes, 60c, four 


HA eee ss gtr ee and % inches 
spr, se. “Searoe desirable, and worth te as the 
Uitle nee ae in checks and plaids, 75c; 4 styles, A 
may cons stripes and checks, with plain to 

GLANCE AT A FLIGHT OF DAINTY HaNvK: 


EFS 
for Women that has just lighted on the counters. 
Sheer, clear, and as gracefully beautiful as if touched 
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Three Wonderful Sewing Machines 


THE NEW SINGER AUTOMATIC (Single Thread). 


runs with a breath.” 


THE NEW SINGER VIBRATOR 
More Modern, lighter running, and simpler than any other. 


Solentifically and mechanically perfect. 
_ Offices Everywhere. 


The Singer Manufacturing Co. 





THE NEW SINGER OSCILLATOR. 


Perfection Guaranteed. 


8 MILLION MACHINES.) New York. 





prices of which will be found in 


Axminster, . . 6 
Velwet, best grade, fe 6 
Velwet, second grade, . ® 
Body Brussels, best grade, . 


Tapestry Brussels, best grade, 

Tapestry Brussels, second grade, 
Ex-Super Ingrain, all wool, best, 
Ex-Super Ingrain, cotton chain, 


of Draperies. 


A CHANGE OF PATTERNS. 


As we are preparing for a complete change of patterns for 
the Spring Season, have determined to make a specialty of our 
line of Ingrains for a short time, and have marked down a large 
number of choice designs, in both All Wool and Cotton Chain, 


Persons making furnishings can find in our regular stock 
all the latest Novelties in Colorings to suit the present styles 


John & James Dobson, 


FALLS OF SCHUYLKILL CARPET MILIS, 
sos, S11, and 8182 Chestnut Strect, Phila. 


the following list of bargains: 


e $1.25, reduced from $1.75 
e 1.05, reduced from 1.40 
* 95, reduced from 1.20 
° 1.10, reduced from 1.25 
° 65, reduced from .80 
® 52}, reduced from 65 
® 60, reduced from .75 
* 60, reduced from .60 








ILADELPHIA RA, 


Sn BLAS 
PRESERVED COCOANU i 
HEALTHFUL, NUTRITIOUS, ALWAYS HANDY. 
For PUDDINGS,PIESANDCAKES. 
Recommended by best House! In pound and 
half-pound Ask your Grocer for tt, 

A sample free on request, 
CROFT & ALLEN, PHILADELPHIA. 
or our Patent CRYSTALS, 

; Deedee Doukietes 
gi there, write us for free sam- 
DUR and SPECIAL DIA- 


eee & 















To LADIES, | 
Steals Bans Soieae 
S435 Vesey Ste New Yor MOY, 
= Delicious COFFEE! 72's a2 sivas 
Anas ‘Wood's Old Dutch Java Coffee” 


v9 If your dealer does not supply it, 
y with his address, and 
sample,toThos. Wood &Co., n, Mana, 
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wy fairy fingers. Sheen of silk and airiness of aspider’s 

Web, Not overloaded with embroidery—the white 

thowy as their own Swiss mountain tops. These be- 

= $2.50) and run to $3.50, Some of 
ers: 


Irish Linen, scalloped and embroidered, or hem- 
Stitched and embroidered, pure white, 28¢ to $1.8, 

Plain white, hemstitched, 6 to 35c, 

Printed, hemstitched, 75c a dozen, 

Printed and embroidered, hematitched, 123<c each. 

Embroidered and hemstitched, 12}c each. 

Men’s Handkerchiefs : 
en’s th uarter, hemstitched, 3 and %& inch 
hems, ee or printed, $1.50 a dozen. 

A special importation of Men’s three-quartér hand 
hemstitched Handkerchiefs; very scarce goods, 
9%, $7.50 and $9 a dozen. 

Dozens of other sorts, including French Novelties 


Up to 75e. 
And we've only heard the first-note of the Handker- 
Chief song. 


OLATINA Five times more sustaining than 
Cocoa. For invalids, delicate chil- 
dren, and all weak qoreaciees, it stands rr 
eminent. Suits the daintiest palate. M’f’r’d by 
T. Christy & Co., London, Sold by all druggists, or by 
A.0 BCHOONMAKER. 153 William St., New York. 


is 
UST IN PROPORTION 2376 ne Pes 
health and “pr in the h hold. R 


ber, Ridge’s Food is no stranger. Used for 25 years, 
In cans, 35 cents and upward, Sold everywhere. 
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yaar anaeeset 


HOOKSHASTINGS 


$ all, Clochania and’ 0 rng 
CHURCH ORGAN Spor 


fhe country. We invite attention to 
ARLO: Toans. roe 


for allinformation connected with 
Tive CIRCULARS and specifications 
plication. Second-hand 


it 
olseiso UNIVER a3 
815008 5 
Famous for Beauty, Sweetn 
ay ity. No Agente, Bent | 
You save theen: 4 





neremsech etx 
rrialin your 
RIOUS for 


. Cata e free, * 
Marchal & Smith, 036. 21st. 


YEAR 











Every one thiuks 


when an organ 1% 
mons Send for illus 
trated catalogue. 


ESTEY ORGAN CO., 
Brattleboro’, Vt. 


ESTEY 
ORGANS 











CORNISH | tsenuranerse Sica we 
ORGANS CORNISH & co., 

| Washington, N. J. 
D? 


N’EK BUY till seeing the catalo of Buz- 
DETT O f 


RGN Co., Limited, Erie, Pa. 


JOSEPH GILLOTTS 
STEEL PENS 


GOLD MEDAL PARIS EXPOSITION UR. 
Nos. 303-404-170-604. 








THE MOST PERFECT OF PENS. 
WORTH DOING. 
odin « Met pened Wire Mat Co.,” baety ta . Pa, 


lars of the Hartman 
end their Patent Steel Picket Fence. 


MANTELS, TILES, GRATES 
TILE FLOORS, BRASS GOODS 


Wire Door Mat 
W 0) () Best Worx. LowxsT Pricm, 
CHAS. L. PAGE, Chicago, lil. 


j The best for Churches. 

Paneled Metal Ceilings. oe ee iO Rondon’ 
y put up over old plaster ceilings. Send for cir- 
cular. Give measures for an estimate. H. 8. NOR- 
THROP. corner Center and Franklin Sta., New York, 


~ We send free our 100-page 

- ill. catalogue of Reclining 

& Rolling Chairsand Inva- 

< lids’ Goods. Sargent Mfg, 
Co., 814 Broadway, N.Y. 














TEST of Seal Brand Coffee. 
Send 6 cents for }ib sample. 


FRE! & SANBORN, Boston, Mass. 
H! 

















JOHN Wan uiladeipth 


| Women, and Children. 


TOOL PALMER, CUNNINGHAM, & C0., 


Limited, 607 Market St., 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
Send 25 cents for illustrated catalogue 





THE MUTUAL LIFE 


Insurance Co, of New York 


RICHARD A. McCURDY, President. 





JANUARY 4, 1888. . 


ASSETS - «- + «= = §118,806,851 88 
LIABILITIES (49 American) 112,512,410 26 4 


SURPLUS: -»« « « « 06,204,441 52 





Policies and Annuities In force, 140,943. 
Amount of Insurance.............. $427 ,628,932 51, 





Insurance written in 1887...... 69,457,468 37°. 
Income, Premiums, etc, “ ...... 23,119,922 46 
Paid Policy-holders “ ...... 14,128,423 60° 
Surplus Increased is 650,873 37. 
Income “ © cco 1,083,745 79, 
Net Assets “ © see 5,341,984 37 
New Business “ % .eooe 12,624,749 45 
Insurance “ © eos $3,819,729 63- 
Paid Policy-Holders since Organization, Feb. 1, 1843, . 
$267,753,788.51. 
WILLIAM H. LAMBERT, 
General Agent for Pennsylvania and Delaware, 


MUTUAL LIFE BUILDING, 


TENTH AND CHESTNUT STREETS, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


G AFE INVESTMENTS 


Surplus, 400,470 





Rooord of cur 18 YEARS’ business 




















investors = «© 5 he OB, 


We have 3,014 
P We & not Odi te 33 the largest, 
the SAF EST business, 
Savings Department for Small’ Amounts. 
t Fall information 


furnished by 
7) WATKINS LAND MORTGAGE CO., 
|. \ LAWRENCE, KANSAS} « 
‘Mew Vork Mang'r, HENRY DICKINSON, 310 Greadway. 


KEYSTONE MORTGAGE CO, : 


ERDEEN, DAKOTA. 
Capital,’ = = $250,000. 
Our Farm Mo bearing J per cent interest, . 
yable semi-annually in New York Exchange, se 
Cored James River Valley farms worth threetosix. 
times their amonut, principai and interest both ° 
anteed by us, are a choice and safe investment for 
investors. We also issue Certificates of Deposit for 4 
six months, or longer, bearing six per cent interest. 
We can offer some choice Real Estate Investments im« 
Aperdoss the leading city of Dakota. Referencea,+ 
wm. Woolve ident N. Y. Transfer Co., 
New York. Firs} National Bank, Blai Pa. 
Oxford National Bank, Oxford, Pa. Hon. John 
Gen’l Solicitor Pennsylvania R. R., Philadelphia, Pa. 
E. E. Thatcher, Mortgage Broker, West Chester, Pa. 
Address us for circulars and full information. 


aE Prest. Gro. C. Morr Vice Prest, 
i?) DEBENTURE BONDS ARE 
SAFE AND BEAR HIGHER INTEREST 
THAN GOVERNMENT Fee | 

















We have them in various sums, to meet 
Sil end small investors, 
KANSASINVESTMENTCO., 
TOPEKA, KANSAS. 
hlet 
Or aan mtorr pom LRN 
Cuas. BARCLAY, \ ORR 
Chestnut St. 401 Devonshire 
OP siladeiphia. Pa. Boston, aires, 





ANKING in ail Branches. Bomds and 
ether 4 te & per cent. Iu vestments. 


SAKEANS GsBANK 
CHICAGO succsns PRESTONKEANSG 


New York OM ce: 2 Wall Street. 











Manhattan Life insurance Co., New York. 
YOu HAVE LIVED AND WON. 
For example of its operation address the 
giving your age. 


VUARANTEED FARM BONDS of the 
KANSAS TRUST AND BANKING CO,, of 
Atchison, Kan., Senator John J. Ingalls, president. 
Bend for information to R. M. MaNLEY, manager 
Eastern Office, 187 Broadway, New York. 


T= American Investment Co., 150 Nassau 
St., New York, offer extraordinary inducements 
in Lina mes gig sSecuriti 








es, all 





ber 1, 1828. Meee Geb Ol oan ne hal 
fone ee DE Ls gg gy ee Mg EA. 
AMERICAN 
FIRE INSURANCE Co.,, 
30s and 31¢ W alnut Street, Philadelphia, 





MCINTOSH & MYGATT, 


Bankers - +- - Denver, Colorado. 
Investment securities for non-residents, Pa 
attention given to the investment of Trust Funds 


DO YOU WANT A GOLD WATCH?» 
Co-OPE TION red 


juces cost. Writetothe 














CEDARINE witrerocish. 
Made from cedar trees, Best inthe world For sale 


hy ell furnitare dealers. 


SeTONE WATCH OLUB CO. 026 On 
Ee vetone war partioulags of their plas 


{ Guarantee Strength, $1,150,470 
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HOW THE LITTLE ONES DO IMI- 
TATE US. 
Very true. Keep your honse clean with Sapolie, 


i end when they get old they will do the same, 


* As the twig is bent the branch grows.” 
‘Teach your children how to use 


SAPOLIO 


and they will always be neat. Try a cake 
of it in your next house-cleaning. 
No.7. (Copyright, March, 1887.) 








ACKAGES 
of ‘“*Cerea- 
line Flakes” 
at twent 
cents eac 
4 may be used 
until there is 
not left in 
| them one 
flake. Dishes 
of it may be 
made after the 
family is seated at 
Wie the breakfast 
% ff table. If more is wanted 
y// it can be prepared at 
Y once. If too much is 
served, it can be added 
. to flour in making bread. 
And so in all the hundreds of ways in 










‘which ‘‘ Cerealine Flakes” may be pre- 


pared, there is constant economy in its 


The “Cerzatine Coox-Boox,” containing 
@ver two hundred carefully prepared recipes, 
will be sent to any one who will mention where 
this advertisement was seen, and enclose a twe- 
cent stamp for postage te the Carzatinz Mre, 
Co., Columbus, Ind. : 


eee 


Xatab. 1876. KANSAS CLrY, MO. Incorp. 08 
Paid-up Capital, - $1,000,000.¢0 
jurplus, « - = « 175,000.00 





Samuut M. Janvia, Pree. Rotawp R, Cowx1rm, Sen 
Eastern Offices: 239 Broad Ni 
144 South Feurth ac. Philndelpnine” ” 








<P 


PCTS ee o> 
<> ‘ava ue 





Made of heavy card board, with elegant deal; 
prinies in seven eolors, Two sizes made to hold pi 
alf and one pound of candies, Prices 


Bas Tas 
not prepaid, $2.75 and $3.25 per 100; leas than 100 
cents and 43 cents per dozen. By mail, prepaid, $3.40 
and $4.15 per 100; less than 100, 45 cents and & cents 
per dozen. Samoles, 5 centseach. We have 
grades and smaller sizes, in different sha; ae 
as $1.00 per 100, Send for our list, or 35 cents for a 
full iine of samples, Our Holiday Bulletin con 
tains a fine line of Holid Beoks, Booklets, 
Christmas Cards, etc., at the lowest prices. 
GOODENOUGH &2 WOGLOM Co., 
1223 N at., N. ¥. 


Bushnuell's Portable Letter Copyins. Book 
Isa Copying Book and Presacombined. It makes 
fect copies with any copying ink. Price for note tise, 
aay ‘or letter sise, #30. These books are sold 
ing booksellers and stationers. They are sent, 
by mail on yoaes <6. price, ALVAE BUSENELL, 
Agent, 478. Street, Philadelphia. Pa. 











~All Books at Wholesale &, Pamper of Be 


ag cc n Agent wanted to solicit mem- 


= Chicony oh va 
Ma 


we &. BR. WOODW ae 





ROYAL BAKING 
POWDER 
ABSOLUTELY PURE 
Light Sweet Wholesome Bread 
Delicious Pastry 


The only Powder containing neither Lime orAlum 











Felt Shoes Perrect Ease 
and AND 
Slippers. Comrorr. 





Made In all Styles 
for Men, Women, 


a 4 4s 
SHE HAD A GOOD HUSBAND. 





SHE.-—“ How thoughtful it was of dear Charles to and Children. 
Durable bring me a pair of the Alfred Dolge Felt Slippers. 
” They are so warm and comfortable that I really do Send for Wlustrated Price- 
not like to wear any others. I wascontinually taking 
Prevents Rheumatism ad cold with my leather slippers, but have not had the List. 


a rt cold since wearing these, 


Cold Feet. OTE.—This is @ valuable suggestion to other good | Mention The Sunday Scheel 
husbands, Times, 


DANIEL GREEN & CO., 122 EAST 13th STREET, NEW YORK. 


oen Te 
O18 89 3: 


Something which the younger scholars, at | will appreciate, is the roll of Goldea Texts 
for 1889. There are aixteee pages (7X5 Tatiiee); anit pon ee each three texts in 
large, clear type. The leaves are turned upon a brass bar, and the whole device is suspended 
by a colored cord, Printed in red and black, upon light blue paper. 

Single eopy, ten cents; five or more, eight eents each ; lity on more, seven cents each. 
Mailed to any upon receipt ef price. 


€-lessor-Koll: 


The Sunday School Lesson Roll for 1889 will give the full text of the lesson, and alse the 
den text for each Sunday. All the lessons of the year are thus given in the one lesson-roll 
size, 60 pages,75 inches). It is printed in two colors, and is arranged to hang in the scholar’s 
room, hen a week has passed by, the leaf for that week is turned upon the wire hanger, and 
takes its place back of the other leaves. The lesson roll takes the place ef the lesson calendar 
of former years, and will be furnished at the following prices : 
Single copy fifteen cents ; five or more copies, twelve cents each; fifty er more copies, ten 
certseach. Mailed to any address upon receipt of price. 


Of the International Sunday-school Lessons, with both the Common and the Revised Version, 
given in full on opposite pages. A little book (244 inches, 160 pages) containing all the lessons 
of the year. It is printed on thin, tough Py we and neatly bound in cloth, with side “9° in 
color and gold. Only a quarter of an in ick. Just the thing for those whe wish te look 
over the lesson at odd minutes. Choice enough for a gift to teachers or scholars at Christmas. 
Single copy, by mail, twenty-five cents; five or more, twenty cents each. 


Address, 
P. O. Box 1550. 





























JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


TEACHING AND TEACHERS. 


Any subscriber to The Sunday School Times can have a og Dr. Trumbull’s book, 
“Teaching and Teachers,” sent to him for examination, the publisher paying the poseas. 
After looking over the book, the subscriber may either retain it and remit the price ($1.00), or 
return it, paying the cost of return postage, which is fourteen cents. In writing, you may 
simply say: te accordance with your offer, please send me a copy ef “ Teaching and Teachers 
for examination. One copy, $1.00; five or more copies to one address, sixty cents each. 


From The National Baptist, Philadelphia, Pa. From The Christian Union, New York. 


i f this book, from | __Every teacher in Sunday-school will feel his work 
tone neeltate o ttle in epee be thought extravagaut, | Widened in scope by reading this book. It is by far the 














We believe that a book on the subject has never | best that nee yet pea: 5 OF $s like te on 
appeared, snd that, if read and pondered, it wil peu would bs a t Orou; eos for which this calls 
One copy of the book mailed, . . $1.00 
Five or more copies te enue address (each), .60 
Express charges prepaid. 

Address, 


——————= 
EDUCATIONAL. 


MUTH COLLEGE) London,Can. Catalo 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. | Rev. E. N. English. Prin 








| BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


For portins : 
THE REV. DR. WORDEN, 
1334 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


EVERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC 


will get valuable information free iz the new Lilus 
trated Calendar. Address KE. TOURJEE. Boston. 


WESLEYAN ACADEMY. — 


One of the half-dozen best Academy and Classical 
Schools in New England. The payment of $8 in ad. 
vance will cover ordinary tuition, with board for 
winter term, perioning Dee, 5. Send for catalogue te 
Rev. G. M. STEELE, Principal, Wilbraham, Mass, 


“STANMERING” 


And All Defects of Speech Permanently Cured. 
Mr. John Wanamaker, Phila., writes: ‘*I never saw 
worse stammerers than those brought to me, and their 
cure was rapid and truly wonderful. I am willing te 
“Tend tn St page paamphiet, Gih toler to Ges. 

n m phle' n refer to Ww. 
Childs and Johw D Wartics, E. S. JOHNSTON, 
Institute, lith and Spring Garden Sts., Phila, 


Shaw Appin &Ca, 














27 Sudbury St., 
Send for cetalegue. Boston. 
BAXTER C. SWAN; 

MANUFACTURER OP 
ace sete atte 
G R 
- 28 amu Fy a 
Sbeachers’ Desks, Church 
School Supplies, _ 
Write for information te 


244 & 246 South Second $, 
PHILAD' A, PAs, U. de 



























H-D-OSTERMOOR & SON, 238a"4" 


CHURCH fuanitune 
a. SENET 'S Vas" Wooton ing 
LANTERNS 
JEUIG EXHIBITIONS, c= 


DORN: rT 
meee eth 











eae Amusement. 162 pace Im 
CALLISTER, Opticioa, 49 Nassau Ste, N. Yo 


PANTERNS § View 





to. Outfits. STEAM ENGINES, 


Gi & 00.. 608 Fikers bee 
ANNERS FOR SUNDAY- SCHOOLS 
$1.50 to $10. Silk ormerino, Lrom Banner 
Stands, 75e. Send for illus. pricelist. 
C. A. HART & CO., 133 N. 34 St., Phila., Pa, 


FLAGS AND BANNERS 
For Sunday-schools and all other uses. 
SISCO BROS., Baltimore, Md. 
Send for illustrated catalogue. 


THE VEEY BEST 
Church Light. 
OIL GASor ELECTRIG 
Over one hundred styles 
Wheeler 


jor conceivable use. Catalogues 
free. Please state wants. 

a a 
* Josten, Mass | ‘Chicago, I 


auatest, LIGHT 

















7 







hed 1857. 





WITH OUR 


Sa 

nD 
timate given ofcost: and descriptive cate 
cay logue on application, 








MoShane Bell Foundry 
Finest Grade of Bells, 
Seed toc Frise ant Cutarogte 
H. MesHaN & CO, 
Messtion this pager. Baltimere, M4. 


‘BEL G, Best quality tor Churches, Chimes 
2 Schools, etc. Fully warranted 
Write for Prices. BUCKEYE BELT. FOUNDERS 
VAN DUZEN & TIFT. Cincinnati. Obie _ 
TEN PICTURES 2:75 2ncstig wise Ss 
Price, 18 cents. aaa 
TEN COLORS oct) = © Japenned Oe rin 
Girections. Price, © centa 


Either of beth ef the above seat by mail, on rece! 








JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut 


P. O. Bex 1550. Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


price, hy Ss. W. TILTON & CO., 
8 al 29 Tempie Fiace, Boste™ 
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